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SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of Bill  
 
Senate Bill 107 amends Section 37-1-3 NMSA 1978 removing the reference of “any judgment of 
any court not of record” or magistrate courts and clarifies the time limit to file an action on a 
magistrate court civil judgment. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
There are no fiscal implications with this bill as it clarifies an existing law. 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
According the AOC, the current law causes confusion regarding the length of time (six years) 
allowed to execute on civil judgments in magistrate court and contradicts Section 37-1-2 NMSA 
1978, which allows 14 years from the date of the judgment to revive it through a petition. By 
deleting “or upon any judgment of any court not of record”, the inconsistencies are removed. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS  
 
According to the AOC, magistrate courts would be responsible for resolving a very minimal 
number of these types of cases. 
 
WHAT WILL BE THE CONSEQUENCES OF NOT ENACTING THIS BILL 
 
According to the AOC, the courts and the public would continue to be confused about allowable 
time limits in which to file an action on a magistrate court civil judgment. 
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