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ESTIMATED ADDITIONAL OPERATING BUDGET IMPACT* 
(dollars in thousands) 

Agency/Program FY26 FY27 FY28 3 Year 
Total Cost 

Recurring or 
Nonrecurring 

Fund 
Affected 

Counties and 
Municipalities No fiscal impact Indeterminate 

but minimal 
Indeterminate 

but minimal  Recurring General Fund 

Parentheses ( ) indicate expenditure decreases. 
*Amounts reflect most recent analysis of this legislation. 
 
Sources of Information 
 
LFC Files 
Virginia Cooperative Extension  
 
Agency or Agencies Providing Analysis 
Department of Public Safety 
 
Agency or Agencies That Were Asked for Analysis but did not Respond 
New Mexico Municipal League 
Regulation and Licensing Department 
New Mexico Counties 
 
SUMMARY 
 
Synopsis of House Bill 166   
 
House Bill 166 (HB166) adds a new section in Section 3-21-1 NMSA 1978 that limits the 
authority of county and municipal governments to regulate battery-charged fences with alarm 
systems, except in areas zoned exclusively for residential use.  
 
HB166 prohibits counties and municipalities from imposing regulations inconsistent with 
international electrotechnical standards, banning battery-charged fences in nonresidential zones, 
and requiring additional permits beyond a standard alarm permit.  
 
HB166 also establishes operational standards for battery-charged fences. These standards include 
requiring that the battery not exceed 12 volts of direct current, that the fence be built behind a 
nonelectric fence at least 5 feet high and be built at a height of 10 feet or 2 feet higher than the 
perimeter fence, and having warning signs placed at 30 feet intervals. 



House Bill 166 – Page 2 
 
 
This bill does not contain an effective date and, as a result, would go into effect 90 days after the 
Legislature adjourns, which is May 20, 2026. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
Based on analysis from a duplicate bill introduced last year, House Bill 228, the New Mexico 
Municipal League (NMML) believes there should be an indeterminate but minimal impact on 
counties and municipalities if HB166 is enacted.  
 
Local governments that currently require additional permits or impose specific installation 
requirements for battery-charged fences may see a reduction in fee revenue because counties and 
municipalities would be limited in their ability to regulate these fences and alarm systems outside 
of residential zoning areas. However, the fiscal impact is likely insignificant because alarm 
system permits remain allowable and the restrictions apply only to nonresidential zones. 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
NMML noted on the 2025 legislation that permitting and zoning decisions should remain at the 
local level, given the significant differences in residential and commercial markets, needs, and 
local approaches across the state. Municipalities currently enact ordinances and have local 
planning and zoning boards to manage local needs pertaining to battery-charged fences. These 
decisions are most appropriately left to individual local governments.  
 
This bill mimics legislation that was passed in Texas in 2019 (House Bill 3371) and Arizona in 
2019 (Senate Bill 1448). Both states currently restrict municipalities and counties from imposing 
the restrictions on electric fences and have the same limitations on battery-powered fences 
detailed in HB166. The only difference between the three bills is that Arizona and Texas require 
warning signs every 60 feet instead of the 30 feet requirement imposed in HB166.  
 
HB166 requires the battery of a battery-powered fence to be less than 12 volts of direct current, 
which in turn would increase the likelihood of an individual purchasing a fence energizer to 
increase the electric pulse of the fence. An energizer takes in electrical energy from an outside 
source, such as a battery that is less than 12 volts of direct current, and produces a short pulse of 
electricity at a high voltage and low amperage. The length of the pulse is about 1/300th of a 
second, but allows the fence to provide a powerful shock while keeping the technology safe. 
However, HB166 proposes no requirements or limitations on the type of energizer that can be 
used on newly imposed restrictions on battery-powered fences. (See attached report from the 
Virgina Cooperative Extension.) 
 
CONFLICT, DUPLICATION, COMPANIONSHIP, RELATIONSHIP 
 
Duplicate to House Bill 228 from the 2025 legislative session. 
 
Attachment: Electric Fencing: How Does an Electric Fence Work? 
 
NM/hg/sgs
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