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Commission on the Status of Women
Indian Affairs Department

Because of the short timeframe between the introduction of this bill and its first hearing, LFC has
yet to receive analysis from state, education, or judicial agencies. This analysis could be updated
if that analysis is received.

SUMMARY
Synopsis of Senate Memorial 14

Senate Memorial 14 (SM14) calls for the Indian Affairs Department and the Commission on the
Status of Women to conduct a comprehensive study into the history, scope, and continuing
impacts of the forced sterilization of Indigenous women and women of color in New Mexico.

The study is to include a list of all known and potential cases of forced or coerced sterilization
conducted through the U.S. Indian Health Services or their contracted health providers, a record
of survivor testimony, an assessment of the accessibility of reproductive health services for
Indigenous women and other women of color, and a review of educational, policy, and potential
reparations with recommendations.

The study—with proposals to establish a “truth and reconciliation commission,” a statewide
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reproductive justice program, and a public memorial—should be presented to the governor and
Legislature no later than December 31, 2027.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS

Memorials do not contain appropriations and are not enforceable as state law. However, the
study requested in this memorial is outside of the normal operations of the agencies involved and
is likely to result in additional costs for the agencies of up to $100 thousand for staff time, travel,
and contracted services.

The Commission on the Status of Women notes that without an appropriation, they are unable to
complete the work outlined in SM14.

SIGNIFICANT ISSUES

Indigenous women and women of color in New Mexico were subjected to forced sterilizations
until 2018, according to the memorial. The federal Bureau of Indian Affairs and the Indian
Health Service often engaged in forced sterilizations of Indigenous women. The memorial says
research dating to the 1970s indicates that between 25 and 50 percent of Indigenous women were
sterilized, with some of the highest incident rates occurring in New Mexico.

The Indian Affairs Department notes that it may be difficult to obtain information from the
Indian Health Services

CONFLICT, DUPLICATION, COMPANIONSHIP, RELATIONSHIP
SM14 is a duplicate of House Memorial 32.
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