AN ACT
RELATI NG TO PUBLI C SCHOOL FI NANCE; CHANG NG THE AT- Rl SK

| NDEX.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 22-8-23.3 NVBA 1978 (being Laws
1997, Chapter 40, Section 7) is anmended to read:
"22-8-23.3. AT-RI SK PROGRAM UNI TS. - -

A. A school district is eligible for additional
programunits if it establishes within its state board
approved educational plan identified services to assi st
students to reach their full academ c potential. A schoo
district receiving additional at-risk programunits shal
include a report of specified services in its annua
accountability report pursuant to Section 22-1-6 NVSA 1978.
The nunber of additional units to which a school district is
entitled under this section is conmputed in the follow ng
manner :

At-Ri sk Index x MEM = Units
where MEMis equal to the total district nenbership
i ncluding early childhood education, full-tinme-equival ent
menber shi p and speci al educati on nenbership and where the
at-risk index is calculated in the follow ng manner
Refined At-Ri sk Cluster x 0.015 = At-R sk | ndex.

B. To calculate the refined at-risk cluster, the
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department shall rank order each school district in the
state on the basis of the district's three-year average of
the percentage of nmenbership used to determine its Title |
al l ocation, the percentage of nenbership classified as
limted English proficient using criteria established by the
federal office of civil rights, the percentage of student
nobility and the percentage of dropouts in the school
district. Using this data, the department shall initially
group districts into nine clusters using a neural network
conmputer analysis. Each school district shall be assigned a
whol e nunber fromone to nine reflecting its initial cluster
assignment, with higher need school districts receiving a
hi gher nunber and | ower need school districts receiving a
| ower nunber. This nunber shall be nodified on the basis of
a school district's relative position in the cluster and
further refined through the use of a second neural network
conmput er anal ysis, a back propagation. Using the results of
this analysis, the departnent shall refine the cluster
assi gnment and the nunber assigned to each school district.
The nunber obtained fromthis calculation is the refined at-
risk cluster.

C. The departnment shall recalculate the at-risk
i ndex for each school district every two years. 1In a fisca
year in which the at-risk index is recalcul ated and the
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attributable to a decrease in the at-risk index, a district
shall receive no | ess than ninety percent of the at-risk
fundi ng generated in the i Mmediately preceding fiscal year.
The state departnment of education shall recal culate the at-
risk index for fiscal year 2001."

Section 2. EFFECTI VE DATE. --The effective date of the

provisions of this act is July 1, 2000.
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