AN ACT
RELATI NG TO EDUCATI ON; PROVI DI NG FOR OPTI ONAL FULL- DAY

Kl NDERGARTEN PROGRANMES.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO
Section 1. Section 22-2-8.1 NVSA 1978 (being Laws

1986, Chapter 33, Section 2, as anended) is anended to read:
"22-2-8.1. LENGTH OF SCHOOL DAY--M NI MM - -

A.  Regul ar students shall be in school-directed
prograns, exclusive of lunch, for a mninmmof the
fol | ow ng:

(1) Kkindergarten, for half-day prograns,
two and one-hal f hours per day or four hundred fifty hours
per year or, for full-day prograns, five and one-half hours
per day or nine hundred ninety hours per year;

(2) grades one through six, five and one-
hal f hours per day or nine hundred ninety hours per year;
and

(3) grades seven through twelve, six hours
per day or one thousand ei ghty hours per year.

B. Nothing in this section precludes a |ocal
school board fromsetting I ength of school days in excess of
the m ni mumrequirenments established by Subsection A of this
section.

C. The state superintendent may waive the
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m ni mum | engt h of school days in those districts where such
m ni muns woul d create undue hardshi ps as defined by the
state board."

Section 2. Section 22-8-19 NMSA 1978 (being Laws 1974,

Chapter 8, Section 9, as anended) is anended to read:

"22-8-19. EARLY CHI LDHOOD EDUCATI ON PROGRAM UNI TS. - -
A.  The nunber of early chil dhood educati on
programunits is determned by multiplying the early
chi | dhood educati on MEM by the cost differential factor
1.44. Early childhood education students enrolled in half-
day ki ndergarten progranms shall be counted for 0.5 early
chil dhood MEM Early chil dhood educati on students enrolled
in full-day kindergarten prograns shall be counted for 1.0
early chil dhood educati on MEM
B. For the purpose of calculating early
chi | dhood education programunits, devel opnentally di sabl ed
three- and four-year-old students shall be counted in early
chi | dhood educati on nmenbership. No devel opnental ly disabl ed
three- or four-year-old student shall be counted for nore
than 0.5 early chil dhood educati on MEM "
Section 3. A new section of the Public School Code is
enacted to read:
"FULL- DAY Kl NDERGARTEN PROGRAMES. - -
A. The state board shall adopt rules for the

devel opnent and i npl enentation of child-centered and
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devel opnental |y appropriate full-day kindergarten prograns.
Establ i shnment of full-day kindergarten prograns shall be
voluntary on the part of school districts and student
participation shall be voluntary on the part of parents.

B. The departnent of education shall require
schools with full-day kindergarten prograns to conduct age-
appropri ate assessnents to determ ne the placenent of
students at instructional |evel and the effectiveness of
chil d-centered, devel oprmentally appropriate kindergarten

C. The departnent of education shall nonitor
full -day kindergarten programs and ensure that they serve
the children nost in need based upon indicators in the at-
risk factor. |If the departnment of education determ nes that
a programis not neeting the benchmarks necessary to ensure
the progress of students in the program the departnent of
education shall notify the school district that failure to
neet the benchmarks shall result in the cessation of funding
for the followi ng school year. The departnment of education
shall conpile the programresults submitted by the schoo
districts and make an annual report to the |egislative
education study commttee and the |egislature.

D. Full-day kindergarten prograns shall be
phased in over a five-year period as follows with priority
given to those districts that serve children in schools with

t he hi ghest proportion of students nost in need based upon
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indicators in the at-risk factor:

(1) effective with the 2000-2001 school
year, one-fifth of New Mexico's kindergarten classes may be
full day;

(2) effective with the 2001-2002 school
year, two-fifths of New Mexico's kindergarten classes nmay be
full day;

(3) effective with the 2002-2003 school
year, three-fifths of New Mexico's kindergarten cl asses may
be full day;

(4) effective with the 2003-2004 school
year, four-fifths of New Mexico's kindergarten classes may
be full day; and

(5) effective with the 2004-2005 school
year, all of New Mexico's kindergarten classes may be ful
day.

E. School districts shall apply to the
department of education to receive funding for full-day
ki ndergarten prograns. In granting approval for funding of
full -day kindergarten prograns, the departnment of education
shall ensure that full-day kindergarten prograns are first
i mpl enented in schools that have the highest proportion of
students nost in need based upon the at-risk index and to
schools with avail abl e cl assroom space. "
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- ASSESSMENT OF NUMBER OF CLASSROOMWS. - -

A. The state departnment of public education
shal | conduct an assessnent of the nunber of classroons that
will be needed to fully inplenent full-day kindergarten
Thi s assessnent shall take into account projected student
enrol I ment with consideration to school districts with
declining student enroll nent patterns.

B. The state departnment of public education
shall report the findings fromthe assessnent to the

| egi sl ative education study conmittee by November 2000.
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