A JO NT MEMORI AL
REQUESTI NG THE NEW MEXI CO LEG SLATI VE COUNCI L TO DI RECT THE
APPROPRI ATE | NTERIM COW TTEE TO STUDY THE POTENTI AL FOR NEW
MEXI CO TO JON WTH OTHER STATES IN THE W LDLI FE VI OLATOR

COVPACT.

WHEREAS, wildlife resources are val uable w thout regard
to political boundaries, and every person should be required
to comply with wildlife laws; and

VWHEREAS, the protection of the state's wildlife
resources is materially affected by the degree of conpliance
with state statutes, laws, regulations and rules relating to
t he managenment of such natural resources; and

VWHEREAS, violation of wildlife laws interferes with the
managenent of wildlife resources and may endanger the safety
of persons and property; and

VWHEREAS, crossing state lines offers refuge for
wildlife violators wishing to continue their illegal
desecration of wildlife, and it is inportant for New Mexico
to cooperate with other states to catch illegal poachers,
especi ally comrerci al poachers; and

VWHEREAS, the WIldlife Violator Conpact is an agreenent
that so far has been signed by ten states, Arizona,

Col orado, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah, Washi ngton

West Virginia and Wom ng, to help one another identify and HIM 50
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catch poachers, and the international association of fish
and wildlife agencies is encouraging all fifty states to
join this conpact; and

WHEREAS, the WIldlife Violator Conpact hel ps elimnate
the illegal sale and possession of animal parts used in the
bl ack market; and

VWHEREAS, by joining the Wldlife Violator Conpact the
New Mexi co departnent of ganme and fish woul d have access to
information from participating states about previous
wildlife violations by persons who are applying for hunting
and fishing licenses in New Mexico; and

VWHEREAS, by joining the Wldlife Violator Conpact New
Mexi co woul d be able to recogni ze the suspensi on of hunting
and fishing license privileges of persons whose |icenses
have been suspended by anot her participating state; and

VWHEREAS, the nmobility of many wildlife |aw violators
necessitates the maintenance of channels of conmunication
anmong the various states, and Wldlife Violator Conpact
nmenber states can enforce wildlife laws to stop poachers
fromtrying to avoi d being caught by crossing state lines;
and

VWHEREAS, joining the WIldlife Violator Conpact would
hel p provide protection for gane species as well as
t hreat ened and endangered species in New Mexico; and

VWHEREAS, peopl e are making too nuch noney, up to one
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mllion dollars ($1,000,000) per year, fromthe illegal
taking of wildlife, and poachers give hunters a bad nane;
and

WHEREAS, poaching of wildlife is unethical; and

WHEREAS, a rel ationship has been found by the
department of gane and fish between poaching of wildlife and
drug trafficking, and the Wldlife Violator Conpact hel ps
conbat poachi ng; and

WHEREAS, wildlife resources are managed in trust by the
respective states for the benefit of all residents and
visitors and joining the Wldlife Violator Conmpact woul d
benefit all New Mexico residents and visitors because
violation of wildlife laws interferes with the managenent of
wildlife, which contributes inmeasurably to the aesthetic,
recreational and econom c aspects of our state; and

VWHEREAS, for the sake of our children and future
generations wildlife should be protected from poachi ng,
especi al ly comrerci al poachi ng;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESCLVED BY THE LEQ SLATURE OF
THE STATE OF NEW MEXI CO that the New Mexico | egislative
council be requested to direct the appropriate interim
commttee of the legislature to study the potential for New
Mexico to join with other states in the Wldlife Violator
Compact; and

BE I T FURTHER RESOLVED that wild friends students HIM 50
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participating in the witing of this nmenorial have an
opportunity to participate in the legislative comittee
hearing by offering their testinonials; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED t hat copies of this nenorial be
transmtted to nenbers of the New Mexico | egislative

counci |
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