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SUMMARY

Synopsis of Bill

HB 884 would establish procedures whereby managed care rates would be negotiated by and made
available to the Legidlative Finance Committee by January 1 of each year for implementation in the
subsequent fiscal year.

Significant Issues

HSD claimsit would be difficult, and in some cases impractical, to negotiate managed care rates by
January 1 for the coming fiscal year. Currently, negotiations take place midway through the third
quarter of the fiscal year for the following fiscal year. This allows program changes mandated by the
Health Care Financing Administration, the state L egislature and the United States Congress, as well
as deficienciesin activities identified by the HSD to be incorporated into the agreement.

The January 1 deadline would force HSD to conduct negotiations prematurely. Any requirements or
changes identified from the time of negotiations through the end of the fiscal year could not be
incorporated into the final agreement. Changes after that would not be incorporated until the
following fiscal year, afull eighteen months after the change was recommended.

HSD says that HB 884 would violate the constitutional separation of powers because the Legislature
would control the contract process not only for HSD but its MCO contractors and subcontractors. The
MCOs frequently need to replace or add additional subcontractors, depending on the needs of their
Medicaid managed care population. Medicaid law requires adequate access and sufficient number of
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health care professional sto accommodate the needs of the Medicaid population. Thereisnoway for the
MCOs to anticipate all the changes that may occur throughout a contract year, requiring new or
renegotiated contracts. In addition, there could be a need for HSD to increase or decrease rates
throughout a contract year, requiring amendments to contracts or new contracts if an MCO drops out.
HSD and the M COs need to continue to have theflexibility to negotiate and amend contracts throughout
acontract year.

FISCAL IMPLICATIONS.

HSD saysthat compliance with the provisions of HB 884 would require additional fundsfor automated
systems, contracts, and personnel, the cost of which are undetermined at this time.

ADMINISTRATIVE IMPLICATIONS.

HSD claims that compliance would be administratively cumbersome and require additional FTES.
RELATIONSHIP

Relates to: SB 648, Consult Legislature for Medicaid Change

OTHER SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES

The HPC has provided the following:

C Inrecent years, theHSD hasbeen criticized for information systemsproblems, accountability and

performance expectations, rapid change without accounting for infrastructure, and an unwieldy
bureaucracy that could not pay adequate attention to the various divisions and functions of the

agency.

C The SALUD! program has been criticized by providers, advocates, and consumers from the
beginning, charging that the rapid shift to Medicaid managed care and the emphasis on cutting
costs compromised patient care and patient rights, resulted in profits to managed care
organizations (MCOs), and adversely affected safety net, community-based providers.

C Legidators, advocates, providers, and consumers have voiced concerns over the operation of the
Medicaid managed care program, and the difficulty in retrieving program, cost, and outcome
information from HSD.

C Consumers, advocates, and providers have noted the need for quality assurance and continuous
quality improvement in the Medicaid managed care program.

C SB884 provides for ongoing, statutory oversight by the legislature and LFC of the Medicaid
managed care program rates prior to contract renewal.
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