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SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
LFC Files 
 
SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of Bill 
 
Senate Memorial 63 recognizes the 1980 prison riot at the penitentiary of New Mexico and 
expresses commitment to criminal justice reform resulting in greater public safety. The memorial 
further commends the New Mexico Corrections Department (NMCD) for commitment to 
increasing public safety by lowering recidivism.  
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
No fiscal impact. 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
The memorial states that on February 2-4, 1980 the Penitentiary of New Mexico was the sight of 
what remains one of the most savage and deadly prison riots in this nation’s history due to 
overcrowding, lack of programs, poor living conditions, and unsatisfactory food. During the riot 
33 inmates were killed and ninety were injured. Fourteen corrections officers were also held 
hostage, assaulted, or injured by rioting inmates. 
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