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SUMMARY 
 

     Synopsis of Bill  
 

Senate Bill 325 declares “Gracias New Mexico,” written by Carol J. Mulberry-Sanchez, as the 
official state winter holiday song.  
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
SB 325 carries no appropriation and will not have a fiscal impact to any state agency.  
 

SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 

The Department of Cultural Affairs has stated that there are concerns with one song, however 
worthy, being declared as an official state song, with no opportunity for other songwriters to be 
afforded a chance to have their work considered for this honor under a fair and equitable 
statewide competition.  
 

ALTERNATIVES 
 

As mentioned above, a statewide competition to allow all New Mexico songwriters to submit a 
winter songs for consideration as the official state winter holiday song would be an alternative. 
One possible avenue would be to have the Governor’s appointed Music Commission, which 
meets six times a year, conduct this competition.  
 

JM/jle               


