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SUMMARY 
 
     Synopsis of Memorial 
 
Making note of a high incidence of sexually-transmitted diseases in New Mexico, Senate 
Memorial 123 requests that the Division of Infectious Diseases of the Department of Internal 
Medicine at the University of New Mexico School of Medicine convene a task force to study the 
extension of the Harm Reduction Act (Section  NMSA 1978) to include testing for and treatment 
of sexually transmitted infections (STIs) not currently covered under that act, especially for 
medically underserved and marginalized groups..  It would ask the task force to consider 
availability of contraception for the same groups. 
 
The task force is to consider how to extend public health measures to marginalized or unserved 
at-risk populations and how best to deliver education and community outreach regarding the 
Harm Reduction Act.  The task force is directed to make recommendations on making STI 
testing and treatment and contraception delivery throughout the state, and to develop 
recommendations to the Department of Health’s Harm Reduction program on implementation of 
these recommendations.   
The memorial requests that the task force include members representing the following: 
 

 Division of Infectious Diseases at the University of New Mexico School of Medicine, 
(UNM HSC) 

 Department of Family and Community Medicine, UNM HSC 
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 Department of Health 
 Street Safe New Mexico 
 Harm reduction staff at Albuquerque Healthcare for the Homeless 
 First Nations Community Healthsource 
 Transgender Resource Center of New Mexico 

 
The task force is asked to present its findings and recommendations to an interim committee by 
October 1, 2019. 
 
FISCAL IMPLICATIONS  
 
There is no appropriation.  Personnel time for DOH employees and other state agencies involved 
would come from their other duties. 
 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES 
 
The harm Reduction Act was enacted in 1997, and lists its purpose (Section 24-2C-2. NMSA 
1978) as follows: 

The purpose of the Harm Reduction Act is to:    
  

A. prevent the transmission of the human immunodeficiency virus, hepatitis 
 B and C viruses and other blood-borne diseases; and     

B. encourage intravenous drug users to seek substance abuse treatment and 
ensure that participants receive individual counseling and education to 
decrease the risk of transmission of blood-borne diseases.     

 
Some sexually-transmitted diseases are also blood-borne diseases (e.g., hepatitis B, HIV).   
Sexually-transmitted diseases are both on the increase throughout the United States, but also are 
showing increasing resistance to antibiotic treatment in some cases (especially gonorrhea).  
Barrier methods of contraception (for example, condoms) reduce the transmission of the 
organisms that cause these diseases. 
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control, in the United States “during 2017, there were 
101,567 reported new diagnoses of syphilis (all stages), compared to 39,782 estimated new 
diagnoses of HIV infection in 2016 and 555,608 cases of gonorrhea.”  New Mexico’s rate of 
primary and secondary syphilis, 9.3 cases per 100,000 population in 2017, is similar to the 
national rate of 9/5 per 100,000.  New Mexico’s rate of gonorrhea infection, 215.7/100,000 in 
2017, was 27 percent higher than the national rate (170.3 per 100,000). 
(https://www.cdc.gov/std/stats17/2017-STD-Surveillance-Report_CDC-clearance-9.10.18.pdf) 
 
The most common of all sexually transmitted infection is that caused by the human 
papillomavirus (HPV). While this infection is often asymptomatic, it causes cancer in some of 
those infected (about 25,000 cases in the US per year), and is preventable by means of a vaccine 
recommended by the CDC for all pre-adolescents, adolescents and young adults.  HPV, syphilis, 
chlamydia, and gonorrhea are all sexually-transmitted infections that can cause severe disease in 
the newborn infants of infected mothers. 
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