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Good morning Madame Chair and members of the Committee. My name is Gary 

Lujan, Governor here at Taos Pueblo. On behalf of Pueblo, I want to welcome you 

to one of the oldest and continuously inhabited tribal communities in the country. 

We appreciate the Committee choosing to spend the day holding its hearing and 

engaging in meaningful dialogue and addressing critical state issues that affect 

tribal communities both here at Taos and across New Mexico. As background, 

Madame Chair, I have no doubt that some members of the committee are already 

familiar with the status and standing of tribes and tribal governments. But to 

refresh your understanding, Taos Pueblo is a duly recognized Sovereign Tribal 

Government consisting of a Tribal Council, Governor, and War Chief. We each 

have our own respective staff. As leaders within tribal Government, we are 

responsible for asserting our sovereign and inherent rights to protect our People, 

our lands, culture, and our way of life. 

We are an ancient People with a language that's unique and distinct. We have a 

worldview, a belief system, and a set of cultural practices that connects us deeply 

to this land, this place. We are of this earth. Our traditional homelands extend 
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