
 Every Student Succeeds Act, ESSA, Stakeholder Feedback Report Overview 

Contact Ian Esquibel with Learning Alliance for more information 
ianesquibel@learningalliancenm.org or 505-414-1952 

OVERVIEW 
During late 2016, Learning Alliance New Mexico, New Mexico Coalition for 
Charter Schools, New Mexico School Superintendents’ Association and UNM 
Center for Education Policy Research partnered to launch ESSA stakeholder 
engagement. Below are our findings.  

CHALLENGING ACADEMIC CONTENT STANDARDS  
Stakeholders prioritized knowledge, skills and attitudes needed for college, 
career, and life success into three broad areas that can be foundational to 
identify and drive standards. 

(1) Awareness (2) Life skills (3) Literacy and STEM

Participants reported a perceived gap between what the schools provide as 
opposed to what the students need, in the following areas: 

• College, career, and life skills; Social/emotional awareness; Supports

HIGH-QUALITY STUDENT ACADEMIC ASSESSMENTS  

Stakeholders advocated for three strategies that teachers can use to best 

gauge students’ learning. 

(1) Limited testing (2) Hands-on work (3) Individualized assessment

Participants suggested alternative ways students can demonstrate mastery of 
the knowledge, skills, and attitudes that are important for success: 

• Projects; Self-assessment; Collaboration; Application to real life;
Verbal communication

TEACHER ACCOUNTABILITY  
Stakeholders prioritized information important in identifying teachers’ 
strengths and areas of improvement as: 

• Student assessment outcomes as a factor; Classroom observations;
Parent and student surveys; Teacher self-evaluation

Participants recommended the following supports for teachers: 
• Professional development, instructional support, and guidance;

Respect and understanding; Leadership and ownership in the
classroom; Better compensation

SCHOOL ACCOUNTABILITY  
Stakeholders emphasized important aspects of schools to be measured or 
counted in the school accountability system: 

• Student-focused school culture; Teacher and staff work ethic and
attitudes; Family and community relations

Participants recommended the following supports for struggling schools: 
• Assessment reforms; Investment in teacher quality; Adequate school

funding and other resources; Community supports

NUMBERS 

4,000 New Mexicans engaged  

Including 2,700 APS stakeholders 

350+ focus groups convened 

Participation from: 

 7 districts 

 15 charter schools 

 17 community organizations 

Awareness campaign and 

outreach to: 

 89 districts 

 97 charter schools 

 79 community organizations 

2,000+ views of ESSA New 

Mexico videos on YouTube 

3 media appearances 

1 presentation to the Legislative 

Education Study Committee  

             RECEIVED 
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               LESC
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