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THE ARTS IN 
NEW  MEXICO 

SCHOOLS
The members of this presentation have been asked to discuss the Performing 

Arts  in New Mexic o, e sp ec ially how they c an b e  a tool to inc rease  s tud ent  
engagement .

Although the  Pe rforming Arts , and  all the  Arts  in gene ral, c an he lp  engage  
s tud ents  in sc hool, it  mus t  b e  s t re ssed  that  the  Arts  are  valuab le  for inc lus ion in 
sc hools  for the ir own sake . At  the ir ve ry found at ion, they are  imp ortant  mainly 

b ec ause  they are  a  p art  of the  whole  human exp e rienc e .

Although the  Arts  are  int rins ic ally imp ortant , the re  are  ext rins ic  b ene fit s  for 
having them in the  sc hools . Stud ent  engagement  is  one  suc h ext rins ic  b ene fit .
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THE ARTS IN 
NEW  MEXICO 

SCHOOLS
The  LESC is  a b s olu t e ly c orre c t  in  a d d re s s ing s t ud e nt  e nga ge m e nt .

• A poll from this year showed that 80% of teachers of grades 4 through 
12 are concerned with students’ engagement in school.

• The same poll indicated that 75% of teachers thought students lack 
intrinsic motivation for learning in school, and

• 59% of teachers thought that students do not see the relevance of 
what they are learning in school (Gradient Learning, 2023).

4



THE ARTS IN 
NEW  MEXICO 

SCHOOLS
Wha t  Fine  Art s  a re  re p re s e nt e d  in  Ne w Me xic o  s c hools ?

• Dance (ballet, hip - hop, jazz)
• Drama (including acting, stagecraft, etc.)
• Music (band, choir, orchestra, guitar, piano, mariachi, general music)
• Visual Arts (drawing, painting, sculpture, photography, graphic art)
• Media Arts (audio, film, music production)
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THE ARTS IN 
NEW  MEXICO 

SCHOOLS
How t he  Art s  c a n  he lp  wit h  s t ud e nt  e nga ge m e nt

• The Fine Arts Education Act (FAEA) provides substantial funding for 
elementary (K –6) Fine Arts education, especially in the areas of Visual 
Arts and Music. This funding helps students identify potential areas of 
interest and passion for further study in higher grades. 
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THE ARTS IN 
NEW  MEXICO 

SCHOOLS

• FAEA funds cover the salaries and benefits of 11 certified elementary 
music teachers, 1 certified elementary art teacher and two elementary 
Art EAs. In addition to the FAEA funding we also use district 
Operational Funds to support these arts programs with supplies, 
curricular resources, travel funds, and professional development 
opportunities.

In  Clo vis :
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THE ARTS IN 
NEW  MEXICO 

SCHOOLS

• One significant program that we use is our partnership with the Clovis 
Community College’s Cultural Arts Series events. 3rd - 6th graders are 
treated to a special performance by professional groups including 
musicians, plays, ventriloquists, and ballets. By the time a student exits 
elementary school, they will have seen at least four professional 
performances for free as part of their arts education.

In  Clo vis :

8



THE ARTS IN 
NEW  MEXICO 

SCHOOLS

• In Rio Rancho, FAEA funds cover the salaries and benefits of 24 
elementary Art and Music teachers. The FAEA also supplies funding for 
instructional supplies, equipment, and professional development.

In  Rio  Ran ch o :
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THE ARTS IN 
NEW  MEXICO 

SCHOOLS

• One significant program that we use is our partnership with the Santa 
Fe Opera to provide a student - produced opera program to 
elementary and middle school students. These students work with 
teaching artists to write the words and music for short operas, which 
are then performed for the public.

In  Rio  Ran ch o :
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THE ARTS IN 
NEW  MEXICO 

SCHOOLS
How t he  Art s  c a n  he lp  wit h  s t ud e nt  e nga ge m e nt

• The Arts are an opportunity during the school day for students to 
experience a different type of learning. The Arts’ uniqueness is a 
roadway toward engagement.

• Many Performing Arts activities (e.g., marching band) require extensive 
parental engagement. This “whole family” engagement allows parents 
and guardians to experience firsthand what their children are doing in 
class and partner with their student in the educational experience.
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THE ARTS IN 
NEW  MEXICO 

SCHOOLS
As  of t od a y in  Clovis , we  ha ve :

• 533 students in middle school band
• 259 students in middle school choir
• 206 in middle school theater
• 258 in high school band
• 173 in high school choir
• 108 in high school theater

• These enrollments represent 43% of the student 
body at middle school and high school.
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THE ARTS IN 
NEW  MEXICO 

SCHOOLS
As  of t od a y in  Rio  Ra nc ho, we  ha ve :

• 606 students in middle school band
• 269 students in middle school choir
• 341 students in middle school orchestra
• 309 in middle school theater
• 312 in high school band
• 200 in high school choir
• 138 in high school orchestra
• 258 in high school guitar
• 134 in high school dance
• 426 in high school theater

• These enrollments represent 32% of the student 
body at middle school and high school.
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THE ARTS IN 
NEW  MEXICO 

SCHOOLS
Im p ort a nc e  of Pa rt ne r Orga niza t ions :

New Mexico Music Educators Association (NMMEA):

• Hosts  the  annual NMMEA All- State  Confe rence  that  p rovid e s  workshop s  for 
e d uc ators  as  we ll as  op p ortunit ie s  for s tud e nts  to p e rform in aud it ion- only 
All- State  ensemb le s  led  b y world - c lass  c ond uc tors .

• Through d is t ric t  organizat ions , offe rs  op p ortunit ie s  for s tud e nts  to p e rform in 
b oth large  ensemb le , small ensemb le , and  solo p e rformance  asse ssments . 
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THE ARTS IN 
NEW  MEXICO 

SCHOOLS
Im p ort a nc e  of Pa rt ne r Orga niza t ions :

New Mexico Theatre Association/Educational Theatre Association  (EDTA):

• Hosts  the  annual New Mexico Thesp ian Fes t ival

• Partne rs  with the  New Mexico Ac t ivit ie s  Assoc iat ion to run the  NMAA One - Ac t  
Play fe s t ival, whic h b rings  young ac tors  from ac ross  the  State  to p e rform for 
one  anothe r
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RECOMMENDATION 
# 1 TO THE LESC

Ad d  a  1- c re d it  Fine  Art s  h igh  s c hool gra d ua t ion  re q uire m e nt .

• This credit could be fulfilled by taking any of the Fine Arts classes 
mentioned above.

• This credit requirement would expose students to at least one art form, 
potentially developing interest, and could lead students to greater 
engagement in school.

• The Fine Arts graduation requirement would still leave students with many 
credits of electives for exploration in other disciplines.

16



RECOMMENDATION 
# 2 TO THE LESC

Inc re a s e  t he  FAEA m ult ip lie r t o  0 .0 6 5

• As presented to the LESC Working Group in August, the current FAEA 
formula falls short in fully funding elementary Fine Arts programs.

• More support for Fine Arts at the elementary level could help 
encourage students to be involved in programs at the secondary level.
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RECOMMENDATION 
# 3 TO THE LESC

Ext e nd  FAEA fund ing t o  c ove r s e c ond a ry Fine  Art s  p rogra m s

• If the Arts are indeed a way to engage students in school, then 
funding and potentially expanding secondary Fine Arts programs 
could promote student engagement and reduce dropout rates.

18



THANK YOU
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Santa Fe Opera

Performing Arts 

NMArt PD Series 
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Founded in 1957 by John Crosby.

During the past 66 seasons, the company has 
presented more than 2,000 performances of 175 works 
by 83 composers spanning five centuries of opera, 
creating a legacy of 45 American premieres and 15 
world premieres.
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Each season, an audience of up to 85,000 comes to Santa Fe from 
every state in the nation and more than 35 foreign countries to 
experience “the Rolls-Royce of American summer opera festivals” 
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The Santa Fe Opera 
generates $250 
million in economic 
activity for the 
economy of 
northern New 
Mexico.
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The 
Pueblo 
Opera 

Program
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3...2..1 Opera!
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Opera
Makes
Sense

Ages 3 - 5 

31



32



Opera 
Storytellers

3rd - 8th 
grades
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Young Voices Grades 9 - 12

Members of the Young Voices with New Mexico Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham at The Governor’s 
Mansion where they performed for families with young children as part of the Opera Makes Sense 

program held on June 29, 2019. 38



Lydia 
Grindatto

Tijeras, 
NM
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Young Technicians Grades 9 - 12
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Students from the Early College 
Opportunities High School in Santa 
Fe built a portion of the raked deck 
for our 2019 Season production of 

Janáček’s Jenůfa
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ALTO - Active Learning 
through Opera

From “The Girl in the Mirror” original opera from Eagle Ridge 
Middle School, RRPS - January, 2020
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original opera from TEQ Elementary, Espanola 
Public Schools - December, 2018

“Dr. Diago Dragon vs.The 
Tooth Fairies”
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ALTO - Arts Integration Grades pre K - 12th
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NMArt
The New 
Mexico Alliance 
for Responsive 
Teaching
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SEPTEMBER 

Engaging the Whole Child the 
Whole Way Through 
with Randy Barron
All Grade Levels.
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OCTOBER 

Creating Your Personal 
Identity Map 
with Leland Chapin
Grades 3-12. 
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NOVEMBER 

Creative Drama PD: 
Connections to Language, 
Literacy and Creativity

with Michelle Holdt

Grades K-8.
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What's Love Got to Do With 
It: Compassion Practices to 
Enhance Joy & Resilience in 
the School 

with Erin Sibley Doerwald
Grades K-12.
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with Daniel Barash
PreK-12.

Bringing Literature and 
SEL to Life Through 
Shadow Puppetry 

59



60






● Current NMArt Budget: $100K
25 PD workshops / year
4 school districts

Our recommendation and request:

● Additional $400K from the PED
100 PD workshops / year
20 school districts
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Charles 
Gamble
cgamble@santafeopera.org

SFO Director of School Programs

Thank you!
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Contact Information

Brandon Boerio
Director of Educator Quality
Clovis Municipal Schools
brandon.boerio@clovis-schools.org

Terry Davis
Executive Director
New Mexico High School Musical Theatre Awards
nmhsmta@gmail.com

Charles Gamble
Director of School Programs
Santa Fe Opera
cgamble@santafeopera.org
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Current NMArt Budget: $100K
25 PD workshops / year
4 school districts
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