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Equip kids to be:
• Able to distinguish between fact and fiction
• Responsible users of technology and the internet
• Ready for what’s next
• On track to succeed: at 2-year college, vocational school, 4 year

university or the workforce

Bridging Classroom & Careers
Our shared goals:
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An informed 
source of 
reference
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Higher Ed

Employers

Local Media

Local Gov’t Civic Orgs.

Bridging Classroom & Careers:
Statewide Reach, Local Capacity Building

Facilities

Mentors

Purpose

Internships

Audience

K-12
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Media Hive Social/Emotional Learning Model

Key:

Personal Actions

Team Actions

Community Actions

Dr. Yonty Friesem, of Columbia College,
developed the framework used in our 
three-year pilot in Taos.

Columbia College is the research 
evaluator for the project and is using 
the LEVERS system to validate student
competencies gained in the project.
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Mastery Skillsets (Competencies)
Each skillset is a combination of competencies 

required to successfully do a job:

Academic
(ELA, Math, Science)

Digital
(ISTE Student)

Career
(Soft Skills & Technical)
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Students Prove Three Claims:
• I have learned how to learn
• I can plan and manage my work
• I make high quality products on a team
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Santa Fe Public Schools “Attributes of a Graduate”

“We see great potential in this model, and are actively exploring how 
we can begin pilots in our schools, providing evidence of ‘soft-skills’ that 

have previously been hard to measure and assess” 
– Superintendent Veronica García
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See Something Say Something 
Teen Suicide Prevention App

Winner 2017 Verizon Innovative App Challenge
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• Tiwa Language
Preservation

• Indigenous
Cultures Day

Civic Media Project Examples
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Bridging Classroom & Careers:
Shared Vision, Shared Resources

Broadcast 
Journalism, 

KRWG Las Cruces

GIS Specialist, 
Descartes Labs, 

Santa Fe

Film Editor, 
Netflix Series

Connecting 
3 existing programs 
for statewide reach
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Internships

Partners Building Capacity - Taos

Film Editor, 
Netflix Series

20 Classrooms in 
8 Partner schools 

serving 325 students in 
the Taos Region 

Higher Ed

Local MediaLocal Gov’t

Civic Orgs.

FacilitiesMentors
Purpose

Audience

K-12

Employers
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Internships

Partners Building Capacity – Santa Fe

GIS Specialist, 
Descartes Labs

Various classrooms in 
Santa Fe Public Schools

Higher Ed

Local MediaLocal Gov’t

Civic Orgs.

FacilitiesMentors
Purpose

Audience

K-12

Employers
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Internships

Partners Building Capacity – Las Cruces

Broadcast Journalist, 
KRWG Las Cruces

Partner schools:
Centennial, Las Cruces, Oñate, 
Mayfield High Schools; Sierra 

Middle School
Serving 1,300 students

Higher Ed

Local MediaLocal Gov’t

Civic Orgs.

Facilities
Mentors

Purpose
Audience

K-12

Employers
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“Immersion Method” 
of Competency Development
Entry Level 

Hire Higher Ed High 
School

Middle 
School

Angel Fire 
Music Festival 

Filming

DOT/Traffic 
Safety Project

Civic Media 
Videos

Tiwa
Language 

Preservation

Meow Wolf 
Maker Space 

GIS Story Map

Civic Media 
Podcasts

UNM Taos 
Digital Media 

Program

Santa Fe 
Community 

College

NMSU 
Creative 
Media 

Institute 

Film Editor, 
Netflix Series

GIS Specialist
Descartes Labs,

Santa Fe

KRWG Video 
Journalist
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Performance Targets

Entry Level Hires

2020-21 2019-20 2018-19

Student 
Participants

Internships

Industry 
Partners

Professional 
Quality Products

1,900 students

1,140 products

25 employers

50 internships

35 hires

3,300 students

2,145 products

65 employers

130 internships

90 hires

6,500 students

4,225 products

160 employers

320 internships

255 hires 18
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