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The New Mexico Water Quality Act (WQA), Sections 
74-6-1 to -17 NMSA 1978, protects surface and 
ground water quality.

 Creates the Water Quality Control Commission (WQCC)
 
 WQCC Regulations (20.6.2 NMAC) adopted in 1977

 Establish Ground Water and Surface Water Standards

Regulatory Framework
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 Discharge Permits: 

 Regulatory document that prescribes the discharge limits 
and monitoring and reporting requirements of a facility that 
discharges to groundwater

 May require monitoring well(s)

Administrative Framework

Water Protection Division

Ground Water Quality Bureau

Mining Environmental 
Compliance Section

New Mexico Environment Department
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Regulatory Authority

WQCC Regulations protect New Mexico’s 
groundwater (10,000 mg/L TDS or less)

 Require Discharge Permits for discharges which 
may impact groundwater quality

 Assure compliance with WQCC Regulations and 
Discharge Permit conditions

 Require abatement plans in the event of 
groundwater contamination
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Regulatory Authority
Groundwater quality standards in 
 20.6.2.3103 NMAC

 Uranium mining-relevant standards:

Uranium: 30 µg/L

Combined Ra-226/228: 5 pCi/L

Gross alpha (excl. radon and uranium): 15 pCi/L
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Unsure if You Need a Discharge Permit?
Submit a Notice of Intent to Discharge (NOI)

6
Form available here: https://www.env.nm.gov/forms/ 

https://www.env.nm.gov/forms/


Discharge Permit Application
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Form available here: https://www.env.nm.gov/forms/ 

https://www.env.nm.gov/forms/


Discharge Permit Application Types
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New 
Permit

•No discharge 
permit 
associated with 
the site

•New facility or 
new discharge 
at existing 
facility

Renewal

•Existing 
discharge 
permit that will 
soon expire

•No changes 
occurred or 
planned during 
permit term

Modification

•Existing 
discharge 
permit 

•Changes have 
occurred or are 
planned

Renewal and 
Modification

•Existing 
discharge 
permit that will 
soon expire

•Changes have 
occurred or are 
planned in the 
upcoming 
permit term

UIC General 
Permit

•Underground 
Injection 
Control 
activities only

•For 
Groundwater 
Remediation 
and Cleanups



More About Modifications
A modification is a change in quality, quantity, or location 

of discharge.

 NMED reserves the right to require a permit modification if NMED 
determines the requirements of 20.6.2 NMAC or the standards of 
20.6.2.3103 NMAC are being or may be violated.

 A Discharge Permit can be modified during the 5-year term period.
 All applications for modification must go through the entire 

permitting and public notice processes.

NMED may require more restrictive conditions than what is proposed 
in the application.
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Discharge Permitting Process
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Public Notice 1 (PN-1)
 New, Renewal/Modification and Modification

 2’x3’ synopsis sign at discharge location
 Post flyer at off-site location
 Mail flyer to property owners within 1/3 mile
 Mail flyer to discharge site property owner
 Publish synopsis in local paper

 Renewal only
 Mail flyer to discharge site property owner
 Publish synopsis in local paper

All Permitting Actions Require a PN-1 Affidavit Submission by 
permittee.
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Public Notice 2 (PN-2)
 NMED notifies the public and interested parties of the 

availability of a Draft Permit 
  30-day comment period 

 Allows for public comment 
 Public can request a hearing

 Once complete, the permit is either issued or advanced 
through the public hearing process

In some cases, a Preliminary Draft is provided to the permittee for 
review and comments.
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Discharge Permit Approval

 NMED’s permitting process typically takes 1-3 years

 Discharge Permits are issued for a 5-year term

 Permit conditions may require installations or 
submissions be completed by a certain date:
 Monitoring Well Installations

 Monitoring Reports (Quarterly, Semi-Annually, Annually)

 New Impoundments

 Plans and Specifications (50%, 95%, as built)
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Other Permitting Required
 Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources 

Department; Mining and Minerals Division

 Environmental Protection Agency

 Nuclear Regulatory Commission
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Questions?
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