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Hunting Industry
• NM’s big game populations managed by the NM Dept. of Wildlife (NMDOW)

• NMDOW issues hunting licenses

• Public Land licenses through the Big Game Draw 

• Private land licenses through private landowners, via landowner 
authorization 

• Hunters pay a statutorily determined cost for their hunting license

• Resident hunters receive price preference in license cost

• Non-Residents pay between 2 & 20 times more for a license than 
residents, depending on game species

• Money generated by license sales used to fund NMDOW conservation efforts for game 
and non-game species. 

• License sales establish hunting as an activity within the Outdoor Recreation Economy

• Money generated by hunting industry (outside of license sales) is considered 
tourism revenue



License costs
License Type Resident Non-Resident

Aoudad (Barbary Sheep) $123 $360

Bear $58 $360

Bighorn Sheep Ram $153 $3,510

Cougar $58 $360 

Deer $53 $610

Elk - Bull $93 $985

Elk - Either Sex $93 $760

Elk - Cow $63 $560 

Ibex $113 $1,610

Javelina $58 $165

Oryx (Gemsbok) $178 $1,610 

Pronghorn Antelope $63 $410

Turkey $35 $125 

Trapper $50 $500 

Fishing $35 $90

Non-resident Shed Hunting License $200



2025 NMDOW License Sales & Revenue
(Hunting & Fishing)

192,841

46,702

Licenses Sold

Resident Nonresident

$6,598,131 

$12,657,560 

License Revenue

Resident Nonresident

81%

19%

66% 34%



2025 NMDOW License Sales & Revenue
(Fishing)

105,709

19,586

Fishing

Licenses Sold

$2,127,799

$918,866

Fishing

Revenue

84%

16%

69%

31%



2025 NMDOW License Sales & Revenue
(Big Game Hunting)

Barbary Bighorn Bear Cougar Deer Elk Ibex Javelina Oryx Pronghorn Turkey

Licenses Sold

Barbary Bighorn Bear Cougar Deer Elk Ibex Javelina Oryx Pronghorn Turkey

Revenue



Public land Elk Hunting 
License structure

Elk Hunting Licenses awarded to hunters through a straight lottery draw system

• Resident/Non-resident Quota and Statutory non-resident restrictions 
apply

• 84% to NM resident hunters

• 10% outfitter pool (resident or non-resident)

• 6% non-resident DIY hunters

• Other Statutory restrictions

• 100% cow elk permits are resident only

• 100% of all WMA permits are resident only

• Over 90% of all public land hunting opportunity is reserved exclusively 
for NM resident hunters



Private land Elk Hunting 
and why it exists

• Roughly 50% of NM’s landmass is private property. 

• Private landowners are providing essential habitat and water resources for 
wildlife. 

• NM has a very large rural population (Compared to AZ where much of the state 
population is urban)

• Agricultural operators forced to deal with wildlife on private land competing 
with income producing assets.

• Elk management necessary. Private land licenses established in statute in 1989

• NM is the 4th most biologically diverse state in the country

• Due to successful relationships between the NM Dept. of Wildlife and private 
landowners.



Private land Elk Hunting 
License structure

Elk Hunting Licenses are awarded to hunters through the private landowner as 
authorizations under the EPLUS program

• Landowners apply for system and are allocated permits through a matrix 
to establish beneficial use.

• Permits are either Ranch Only (RO) or Unit Wide (UW)

• UW permits allow landowners to access public land in exchange for 
providing public land hunters with access to the deeded acreage of 
the ranch. 

• A GIS mapping of all unit wide ranches statewide is available on the 
NMDOW website.

• Authorizations are fully transferable and can be donated, given, sold, or 
used by the landowner

• Permits are equal opportunity & any sale of the permit includes 
access to hunt on private land 



Primary Management Zone – These are areas of the state where elk license 
numbers are set by the commission, harvest objectives are determined, and 
the distribution of public elk licenses and private-land authorizations is 
strictly regulated and distributed through an acre-based formula.

Special Management Zone – These areas are in quality elk habitat areas, but 
most land is owned by private entities. Private-land authorizations on these 
ranches are allocated through a negotiation between the department and 
the ranch managers.

Secondary Management Zone – These areas are outside the Primary and 
Special Management Zones where no specific management goals are set. In 
these areas, private-land licenses are available over-the-counter; however, 
individuals must have a Ranch Code to purchase a license. In addition, 
hunters must obtain written permission from the landowner.



Elk Licenses
(public & private land)

22,353

2,394

Public Land Draw

Resident Nonresident

91%

9% 3,298

10,630

EPLUS & SMZ Elk Licenses

Resident Nonresident

76%

24%

$1,634,070

$227,017

$3,638,973

$5,389,919

Draw EPLUS & SMZ

Elk License Revenue

69%

96%

4%

31%









QUESTIONS?
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