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New Mexico Recycling Coalition

Who we are Member-supported, statewide nonprofit 
organization with 15 board members

Mission
Inspire New Mexicans to rethink, reduce, 
reuse, and recycle

Members
212 Members representing municipalities, 
tribal governments, federal entities, 
businesses and more state
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Vineyard Worker

NM Recyclers Annual Meeting – May 28, 2026

• 82 attendees representing over 30 towns and counties throughout the state
• 6 Native American Communities represented

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Key service NMRC provides to members include annual workshops and meetings, conferences, professional development opportunities and a way to share best practices.  Circular economy is a key component of current stakeholders concerns, input and operations. 
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Vineyard Worker

NM Recyclers Annual Meeting – May 28, 2026

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time and time again our members note policy and funding as key issues and in the past 5 years – extended producer responsibility (EPR) has risen to the top as the solution to reduce waste, increase recycling and fund programs.
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Policy & Pathways to Circularity 

• Extended Producer Responsibility 
(EPR)

• Hard to manage product bans 
• Recycling Incentives (education, 

data gathering, landfill bans, 
recycled-content requirements)

• Recycling Market/Circular 
Economy Development
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EPR & Circularity – EPR Laws by state

Presenter
Presentation Notes
EPR - Goal is to lead to the redesign of materials and products to be less resource intensive
1. Producer Responsibility
Producers are required to design, manage, and finance programs for end-of-life management of their products and packaging as a condition of sale. These programs may or may not use existing collection and processing infrastructure. Programs should cover all products in a given category, including those from companies no longer in business and from companies that cannot be identified.��2. Level Playing Field
All producers within a particular product category have the same requirements, whether they choose to meet them individually or jointly with other producers.��3. Results-based
Producers have flexibility to design the product management system to meet the performance goals established by government, with minimum government involvement. Producer-managed systems must follow the resource conservation hierarchy of reduce, reuse, recycle, and beneficially use, as appropriate. All consumers have convenient access to collection opportunities without charge.

Many programs place full responsibility on the producers to achieve results, but also provide municipalities the option to continue collecting recyclable materials and educating residents. A key benefit of existing programs has been the standardization of collected materials across jurisdictions (e.g. Colorado), reducing resident confusion and contamination at regional or even national levels.



Hard-To-Manage Items Bans & Circularity 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2026 NMRC conducted the state’s first impact study to evaluate the impacts of Bernalillo County’s Single-Use Plastic Bag and Single-Use Polystyrene takeout container ordinance and found that these sort of bans work! 
�Project funded through CE-RAID Grant




CERT CLASSES!Recycling Facility Operator Cert 
Courses

• June 9-11 within the auditorium 
at the Harold Runnels Building 
(1190 St. Francis Dr) in Santa 
Fe. 30 attendees

• December 1-3 in Albuquerque

2026 Compost
Compost Facility Operator Cert Courses

• April 14-16 within the auditorium at 
the Harold Runnels Building (1190 
St. Francis Dr) in Santa Fe. 19 
attendees

• October 13 - 15 Village of Los 
Ranchos Ag-Center

Education & Information as part of Circularity

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NMRC partners with the NMED: Resource Recovery Bureau to host compost and recycling facility operator certification courses, 3-day courses held four times each year. Note: after updated SW Management Plan released will update all coursework in partnership with Resource Recovery Bureau to incorporate updated aspects of that plan including circular economy goals
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Santa Ana Pueblo Waste Audit

Cardboard/Chipboard 
4.89%

Mixed Paper 
0.91%

Food Waste
23.01%

Aluminum
1.81%

Tin
0.72%

Plastic #1 and #2 
bottles
4.71%Other Plastic

5.25%
Glass
2.72%

Trash
55.98%

SANTA ANA PUEBLO TRANSFER STATION
MSW WASTE CHARACTERIZATION - BY WEIGHT 

Cardboard/Chipboar
d
Mixed Paper

Food Waste

Aluminum

Tin

Plastic #1 and #2
bottles
Other Plastic

Glass

Trash

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Education and information = waste audits!
Waste audits key part of data gathering to work towards circularity. For example, NMRC partnered with Santa Ana Pueblo to conduct a physical waste sort earlier this year.  The project was funded through the Recycling Circular Economy and Illegal Dumping grant. Food waste largest component of recoverable material found in the sort.  Santa Ana Pueblo has leveraged this data to secure additional funding to educate residents about food-waste prevention and composting.

Audited one week’s worth of 10% of daily drop offs of MSW at their rural transfer station
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Recycling Market Development as part of 
Circularity 

New Mexico 
• Current Circular Economy RFP!
• Updates to RAID Act to include Circular Economy
• State’s first Circular Economy Plan!

Colorado • Colorado Circular Communities Enterprise (2024) to 
award grants and technical assistance to local 
governments, nonprofits, for-profits, schools, and 
universities for waste diversion and circular economy 
initiatives. Funded through solid waste disposal fees. 

• Circular Economy Development Center (2022) 
established to grow existing markets, create new markets, 
and provide infrastructure, systems, logistics, and 
marketing for a sustainable circular economy for recycled 
commodities and compost. Funded through Front Range 
Waste Diversion Cash Fund and the Recycling Resources 
Economic Opportunity Fund

Presenter
Presentation Notes
New Mexico’s recent efforts are leading to new marketing opportunities for recyclables. How can New Mexico make this sort of state funding a reoccurring opportunity, such as Colorado’s example?



Thank you!

Sarah Pierpont
sarah@recyclenewmexico.com
505-603-0558

mailto:sarah@recyclenewmexico.com
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