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New Mexico Recycling Coalition 5 NMRC

Who we are

Mission

NEW MEXICO RECYCLING COALITION

Member-supported, statewide nonprofit
organization with 15 board members

Inspire New Mexicans to rethink, reduce,
reuse, and recycle

212 Members representing municipalities,
tribal governments, federal entities,
businesses and more state



NM Recyclers Annual Meeting — May 28, 2026

What strategies from the State's updated SW Management Plan stood out as priorities to you?

bublic education lithium ion battery best

private public partnering bottle bl" COHObOFOtiOH

landfillbans  recycling bettle bills

solid waste plan e r cor.nposting
soilutionsrocks  recycling rates p fu nd I ng manufacturing
future initiatives M ducati
circular economy ...

cmpisting rates
. transfer station
education and outreach
statewide plastic bag ban partnerships education

reachable goals

« 82 attendees representing over 30 towns and counties throughout the state
« 6 Native American Communities represented


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Key service NMRC provides to members include annual workshops and meetings, conferences, professional development opportunities and a way to share best practices.  Circular economy is a key component of current stakeholders concerns, input and operations. 


NM Recyclers Annual Meeting — May 28, 2026

\What steps should our state take to reach its diversion goals?

wind blade recycling faci recycling new ventures
paiint care program policy support

legislative action -~ building infrastructure
eprlegislation  f,nd more composting p O I ‘ y landfill diversion policy

in-state manufacturing input from the nm locals

transfer station OUtreGCh fu n d I n g fungdi:;‘i:iﬁzfs S:é;iﬁng reuse food pack
e DOWEBI EPT . public education

initiati finding more resources landfill bans :
compost initiatives 9 i education and outreach

collaboration with tribes

product stewardship pursuing grants

community engagement
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Presentation Notes
Time and time again our members note policy and funding as key issues and in the past 5 years – extended producer responsibility (EPR) has risen to the top as the solution to reduce waste, increase recycling and fund programs.


Policy & Pathways to Circularity

Producer uses
recycled materials to
manufacture

products and market Retailer sells product

+ Extended Producer Responsibility
(EPR)

* Hard to manage product bans

* Recycling Incentives (education,
data gathering, landfill bans,
recycled-content requirements)

* Recycling Market/Circular

Economy Development m
0,.0,0

Producer is responsible Consumer buys and
to collect, process, uses product
recycle and dispose of
the packaging and
product



EPR & Circularity - EPR Laws by state  ws

BATTERIES
CARPET
ELECTRONICS
GAS CYLINDERS

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS
WASTE (HHW)

JUNK MAIL
LIGHTING

MATTRESSES

MEDICAL SHARPS
MERCURY AUTO SWITCHES
MERCURY THERMOSTATS
MOTOR DIL

PAINT

PACKAGING

PESTICIDES
PHARMACEUTICALS
PHONE BODKS

e ot S £ Lo RADIOACTIVE DEVICES

Tz s W Hs Mo 7 He Mo W W W2 REFRIGERANT-CONTAINING
APPLIANCES

SOLAR PANELS
TEXTILES
TIRES

MS AL GA

AK EL

Hi


Presenter
Presentation Notes
EPR - Goal is to lead to the redesign of materials and products to be less resource intensive
1. Producer Responsibility
Producers are required to design, manage, and finance programs for end-of-life management of their products and packaging as a condition of sale. These programs may or may not use existing collection and processing infrastructure. Programs should cover all products in a given category, including those from companies no longer in business and from companies that cannot be identified.��2. Level Playing Field
All producers within a particular product category have the same requirements, whether they choose to meet them individually or jointly with other producers.��3. Results-based
Producers have flexibility to design the product management system to meet the performance goals established by government, with minimum government involvement. Producer-managed systems must follow the resource conservation hierarchy of reduce, reuse, recycle, and beneficially use, as appropriate. All consumers have convenient access to collection opportunities without charge.

Many programs place full responsibility on the producers to achieve results, but also provide municipalities the option to continue collecting recyclable materials and educating residents. A key benefit of existing programs has been the standardization of collected materials across jurisdictions (e.g. Colorado), reducing resident confusion and contamination at regional or even national levels.


Hard-To-Manage Items Bans & Circularity

SMALL CHOICES.
BIG ENERGY SAVINGS. 2

Each year Bernalillo County’s Ordinance 2019-15 has the following impact:

AVOIDING THE USE OF:

y i A — .I -
O O O 4 2.0 MILLION = 5T
" KILOWATT-HOURS (kWh) r ot

11,020,221 3,063,000 750,000 [REGEHIGEIEGEE

EQUIVALENT TO POWERING EI.E[:T::::"ﬂg'lﬁl:& ABOUT HUN:IEB;EI?EER[:":%EHHOLD HUNES IRGRBOUT
SINGLE-USE POLYSTYRENE  POLYSTYRENE (SRS R GG NiLLoN omosimeor 10
PLASTIC BAGS CUPS FOOD CONTAINERS AVERAGE 4 __T‘ - MILES
avoided avoided avoided 1 9 U.S. HOMES B s e 2,300 AVERAGE
FOR ONE YEAR Los Angeles to New York YEARS U.S. HOMES
more than 250 times! FOR ONE YEAR

ENERGY SAVINGS BREAKDOWN

ITEM AVOIDED QUANTITY AVOIDED ESTIMATED ENERGY SAVED (kWh)
O SINGLE-USE PLASTIC BAGS 11,020,221 ~1.47 MILLION kwh
avoided saved
O BOR LEENECURS 3,063,000 ~190,000 kWh TOTAL ’ ~2.0 MILLION kwn
avoided saved of energy saved
O POLYSTYRENE FOOD CONTAINERS 750,000 =~334,000 kwh
avoided saved

These estimates reflect the fossil fuel energy required to %Sgurces:‘ o e :
extract raw materials, manufacture resin, and produce 208 =T SO N D At SRts e eI

: ; U.S. Department of Energy, Franklin Associates, and other
the final disposable products. > ; :
life cycle assessment studies on plastic and polystyrene products.
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Presentation Notes
In 2026 NMRC conducted the state’s first impact study to evaluate the impacts of Bernalillo County’s Single-Use Plastic Bag and Single-Use Polystyrene takeout container ordinance and found that these sort of bans work! 
�Project funded through CE-RAID Grant



Education & Information as part of Circularity

Recycling Facility Operator Cert
Courses

June 9-11 within the auditorium
at the Harold Runnels Building
(1190 St. Francis Dr) in Santa
Fe. 30 attendees

December 1-3 in Albuquerque

2026 Compost
Compost Facility Operator Cert Courses

* April 14-16 within the auditorium at
the Harold Runnels Building (1190
St. Francis Dr) in Santa Fe. 19
attendees

* October 13 - 15 Village of Los
Ranchos Ag-Center


Presenter
Presentation Notes
NMRC partners with the NMED: Resource Recovery Bureau to host compost and recycling facility operator certification courses, 3-day courses held four times each year. Note: after updated SW Management Plan released will update all coursework in partnership with Resource Recovery Bureau to incorporate updated aspects of that plan including circular economy goals


Santa Ana Pueblo Waste Audit

SANTA ANA PUEBLO TRANSFER STATION
MSW WASTE CHARACTERIZATION - BY WEIGHT
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Presentation Notes
Education and information = waste audits!
Waste audits key part of data gathering to work towards circularity. For example, NMRC partnered with Santa Ana Pueblo to conduct a physical waste sort earlier this year.  The project was funded through the Recycling Circular Economy and Illegal Dumping grant. Food waste largest component of recoverable material found in the sort.  Santa Ana Pueblo has leveraged this data to secure additional funding to educate residents about food-waste prevention and composting.

Audited one week’s worth of 10% of daily drop offs of MSW at their rural transfer station



Recycling Market Development as part of
Circularity

Current Circular Economy RFP!
Updates to RAID Act to include Circular Economy
State’s first Circular Economy Plan!

« Colorado Circular Communities Enterprise (2024) to
award grants and technical assistance to local
governments, nonprofits, for-profits, schools, and
universities for waste diversion and circular economy
initiatives. Funded through solid waste disposal fees.

Colorado

« Circular Economy Development Center (2022)
established to grow existing markets, create new markets,
and provide infrastructure, systems, logistics, and
marketing for a sustainable circular economy for recycled
commodities and compost. Funded through Front Range
Waste Diversion Cash Fund and the Recycling Resources
Economic Opportunity Fund


Presenter
Presentation Notes
New Mexico’s recent efforts are leading to new marketing opportunities for recyclables. How can New Mexico make this sort of state funding a reoccurring opportunity, such as Colorado’s example?


Thank you!

Sarah Pierpont

505-603-0558


mailto:sarah@recyclenewmexico.com

	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11

