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New	Mexico	Agriculture—Industry	at	a	Glance

$3.2
Billion

24,700
Farms

Land Cattle	
Country

Ranking	
in	U.S.

New Mexico crop and 
livestock product sales 

in 2021 totaled
$3.17 billion. 

Total cash receipts from 
livestock products 
were $2.41 billion. 

Value of ag production 
and processing 

represented 2.1% 
of total state GDP. 

There are 24,700 farms, 
a 1% decrease from the 

2017 census. 

95% of all New Mexico 
farms and ranches are 

family owned. 

Land in farms, 
40 million acres. 

Top crops in acres 
(Harvested) are: 

Hay
(No. 1 at 225K) 
Corn, Sileage

(No. 2 at 80k acres)
Wheat, grain
(No. 3 at 75k) 

Pecans
(No. 4 at 46K ) and, 

Corn, grain
(No. 5 at 39K)

Cattle and calves totaled
1.3 million head as 
of January 1, 2023; 

down 6% from 2021.

Beef cow inventory
was 2.2% lower than

the previous year
at 453,000 head.

Gross income from 
cattle and calves totaled 

$1.07 billion in 2021, 
up from the previous 

year.

New Mexico’s top 
ag production rankings 

in the U.S.: 

Chile (No. 1)
Pecans (No. 2) 
Cheese (No. 4)
Onions (No. 5) 

Milk (No. 9)

Agriculture is rated  
the second-most 

favorable industry in 
the state, according 

to a survey by
The Garrity Group

Source: NM Agricultural Statistics and the National Agricultural Statistics Service.



New	Mexico	Economic	Impact

257,697 jobs $11.5 billion $4.1 billion $495 million

Exports

Jobs/Wage/Tax Data Source: feedingtheeconomy.com; Exports Data Source: 2021 NM Ag Statistics

Output $40.2 Billion



Opportunities	for	Investment:	Challenges

• Average age of NM agriculturist: 59.8
• Average years on the farm 23.6
• Farming population:

• Over 70% have spent 10+ years on the farm
• Only 6% have 2 years or fewer on the farm
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Opportunities	for	Investment:	Challenges

60% of NM farms have 
internet access (2017)

Only 6% of NM farmers sell 
direct to consumers

Trade- Access to 88 other 
countries, need to effectively 

communicate on a global 
scale. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA

Market	access

https://www.privateinternetaccess.com/blog/private-internet-access-next-generation-network-comes-out-of-beta/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Thank	you!

Jeff	Witte
Secretary

jwitte@nmda.nmsu.edu
575-642-6200

mailto:jwitte@nmda.nmsu.edu


Water and Natural Resources Committee 
Las Cruces, New Mexico 
October 3, 2023



New Mexico’s Food and Agriculture Supply Chain 

Investing for tomorrow, delivering today 

Input Suppliers
Wholesalers/
DistributorsProcessorsProducers Retailers Consumers



Food Initiative Framework 

Investing for tomorrow, delivering today 

Community priority highlights:

• Localize all nutrition security programs (SNAP,WIC 
food banks, school meals, senior meals)

• Address issues of financial risk in food production 
and food business entrepreneurial efforts 
(investment in startups and incubators, develop or 
expand loan and grant programs, conservation 
and climate resilience incentives, tax incentives) 

• Improve food and agriculture supply chain 
infrastructure (warehouse/distribution and cold 
storage capacity, grocery stores and food retailers)

Source: Food Initiative Community Assessment Findings, December 2021.



What We’re Hearing from the Field 

Investing for tomorrow, delivering today 

Infrastructure investment priorities:

1. Processing, aggregation, distribution
2. Modernization or expansion of existing facilities 
3. Develop, customize, and install equipment that reduces 

greenhouse gas emission, increases efficiency in water 
use, improve water quality, and other activities that 
support USDA and State of New Mexico’s climate action 
goals. 

Market channel priorities:

1. Retailers
2. Intermediaries 
3. Institutions 

Source: Resilient Food Systems Infrastructure (RFSI) Program State-Level Priorities, September 2023.

Investing for tomorrow, delivering today 



Investing for tomorrow, delivering today 

Priorities At a Glance 













Thank you!

Lorenzo Alba
575-654-4170

lo.alba.jr@gmail.com
Executive Director

Casa de Peregrinos Food Pantry

mailto:lo.alba.jr@gmail.com


New Mexico Chile 
Association
Travis Day, Executive Director



Historic Chile Numbers
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Chile Numbers 2022

• 53,000 Tons equating to a 4.5% increase from 2021
• Green: 49,125 ton, Red: 4,175 ton 
• Green: 13.8 ton per acre, Red:.9 ton per acre
• 8,400 acres: down 300 acres from 2021
• Total Crop value: $46.2 Million

• Processing: $41.8 million
• Fresh: $ 4.4 million



Industry Issues/Concerns

• Labor
• Decrease in labor during COVID
• Chile Labor Incentive Program (short term)
• H2A Program (Expensive for smaller producers)

• Water Shortage
• Increased cost of business

• Crop inputs
• Healthy Workplace Act Implementation

• Misbranding
• McCormick Class Action Suit



Addressing Issues/Concerns

Labor
• NMCA-NMSU Partnership for research

• Legislative appropriation of ~$400K/year

• Development of NuMex Odyssey 
• Mechanized Harvest

Water Shortages
• Irrigation infrastructure installment
Increased Cost of Business
• Regenerative Agriculture
Misbranding
• New Mexico Certified Chile Program
• NMDA field verification partnership



Thank you!
Travis Day

ednmca@gmail.com
(575) 740-2290

mailto:ednmca@gmail.com




KEY TAKEAWAYS

• 2023 Festival Recap and Harvest Report
• Economic Impact of New Mexico Wine
• Vine Fund results and next steps
• Viva Vino wine bar and website launch
• Higher Ed partners and programs
• 5 year plan leading to 400th Anniversary





NEW MEXICO VINE FUND

• $1MM appropriation in 2022
• $5 reimbursement per vine, max $50K
• 2022 – 9 Applications = 55,000 vines 
• 2023 – 14 applications = 68,000 vines
• 2022-2023 investment = $536,000
• 2024 remaining funds = $394,000



VINE FUND ROI

• 1 acre vineyard = 1,000 vines = $5,000
• 100 acres = 100,000 vines = $500,000
• 100 acres = 25,000 cases = 300K bottles 
• 25,000 cases = $23,000 Excise Tax
• 300,000 bottles = $440,000 GRT
• New Mexico will add between 250 - 280 

new vineyard acres from 2022 – 2024



NEW MEXICO VINEYARDS & NURSERY 
DEMING, NM

VIVAC WINERY
DIXON, NM



NOISY WATER WINERY RINCON, NM

LESCOMBES FAMILY WINERY LORDSBURG, NM



VIVA VINO WINE BAR

• $250,000 USDA VAPG grant in 2022
• Identifying suitable Albuquerque location 
• Sales channel for member wineries
• “Wine Welcome Center” for tourism
• Awarded $40k Visit ABQ accelerator grant 
• Grand opening + Web launch Spring 2024



Chris Goblet
Executive Director

575-649-8994
execdirector@nmwine.com

mailto:execdirector@nmwine.com

