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The Impacts to APS/NM School Districts by the passage & signing into law of SB98 in March 2018 

SB98 was passed by the NM Legislature & signed into law by the governor in March 2018. This 

law mandates that all future school elections be held in November on odd numbered years 

together with other non-partisan elections. Schools can opt to have 'Special Elections' for 

bonds/mill levies on other dates but these have to be by mail-in ballot only. 

Impacts to APS, ALL Charter Schools within APS, and over 37 other School Districts Statewide 

1. Adversely disrupt the currently established APS School Mill Levy revenue flow cycle

a. Currently, APS local mill levies are on 6-year cycles between voter approval. The current

local SB-9 ($169 Million) will be on its last year (July 18 -July 19) and was scheduled for

re-approval by the voters in February 2019, giving the Bernalillo County assessor enough

time to include new approval in the tax bills starting July 2019. The new law moves the

election to November and cannot be incorporated into property tax bills until July 2020.

This means that APS and all Charter Schools in the APS District stand to forfeit/lose

over $30million in LOCAL SB-9 revenue.

2. APS as a result of the above would LOSE $2.379.648 in FV2019 SB-9 STATE Matching funds

(based on $6.52 minimum guarantee).

3. in order to realign the disrupted revenue flow cycles/ resultant revenue gaps as described

above, APS will HAVE TO call and carry out a special mail-in election at great cost to the local

taxpayer in February 2019

4. Missing a year of collections would RESULT IN AN AUTOMATIC TAX INCREASE when you re

implement just to get back the same level of revenue that you had prior to the disruption.

There are 37 other school districts in NM, which were previously scheduled to have their next

SB9 election in February 2019.

5. This law will also make it impossible to implement a mill levy election in November and then

levy the appropriate property taxes within the time designated by state statute. This effectively

makes it impossible to have school mill levy taxes in NM unless the school district does it by
·

special mail-in-ballot election.

a. The large expenses for any special election will also have to be borne by the school

district/taxpayer

6. The length and complexity of a combined ballot with school tax issues probably at the bottom

may have the impact of LESS voters actually weighing in on these questions at the bottom of

the ballot even though they actually voted for candidates/issues in the first few pages at the

top of the ballot

7. The City of Albuquerque (and other municipalities) has alre·ady opted out of the November

combined ballot and will have their questions in march elections. This mean that the intention

of combining-ballots in order to garner higher voter turnout is already a moot point.
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