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Executive Summary

New Mexicans have long understood the critical role that science plays in our lives.  The Sun Dagger site at Fajada
Butte in Chaco Canyon was used to celebrate the summer solstice over a thousand years ago.  In more recent times, 
the Trinity Site, the Very Large Array, the Los Alamos National Laboratory, and the Sandia National Laboratory have 
become world-renown sites of “Big Science” in our state. 

While New Mexico’s place in science’s history is clear, our future is much more in doubt. Too few of our children 
and young adults have the skills or interest to excel in science, technology, engineering and mathematics – the 
critical STEM fields. The competition for good jobs in the STEM world is fierce and by every measure both New 
Mexico and New Mexicans are struggling to keep up. 

In 2017, a dedicated group of New Mexicans came together to promote a sense of urgency around STEM education 
issues and to build consensus for a path forward. The NM STEM Coalition produced a series of reports that called 
for the development of a statewide STEM roadmap, a better understanding of the New Mexico STEM ecosystem, 
and a communication and public awareness plan to ensure that stakeholders and the public were more award of 
the importance of STEM education.

The NM STEM Coalition also recognized that we need an organizational structure beyond ad-hoc committees and 
passionate stakeholders if our state is to make systematic progress in improving STEM education and strengthening 
the STEM workforce.

The purpose of this report is to take the work of the NM STEM Coalition a step further by examining the current 
STEM ecosystem across New Mexico, providing an overview of current and future job demands in STEM including 
healthcare, reviewing data on STEM performance and outcomes, and proposing how investments could be made to 
improve long-term, systematic and statewide STEM efforts.

The scope of work for this report ended with the request for identifying opportunities for action. President Truman 
(who relied heavily on the scientific expertise of New Mexicans) said “Progress occurs when courageous, skillful 
leaders seize the opportunity to change things for the better.”  I believe that the data in this report show that 
opportunities for action abound in New Mexico and await our courage and skill to seize them.
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How Might We Think About The Challenges We Face?

“Visualizations act as a campfire around which we gather to tell stories.”
―Al Shalloway

Dr. John Snow and the mapping of 
the 1854 London Cholera Outbreak. 
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Vibrant 
Community Family K-12

Higher 
Education

Careers Vibrant 
Economy

A Map Of The New Mexico STEM-H Ecosystem
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Teachers, Curriculum, 
Frameworks, Assessments

Out Of School STEM-H Experiences

Internships,  Grow Your Own 
Partnerships

Scholarships, Dual Credit, 
Early College Efforts

Threats: Low Proficiency & Dropouts; Lack 
of Educational Equity

Threats: Wages, Labor Force 
Participation, More Attractive 

Jobs and Quality of Life

STEM Pathway OpportunitiesThreats

Threats: Low Expectations, 
Little Family Support Threats: Inadequate Teacher Training & 

Support; Fragmented  Standards, 
Curriculum & Assessments

Threats: Lack of Coordinated Support Efforts At Key Transition Points

Threats: Lack of Statewide Vision And Alignment, Current Inventories Of Resources, Workforce Gaps and Needs

Policy Actions, Advocacy Actions, Activities Alignment Actions
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Charles Minard’s Map Of Napoleon’s March To Moscow
(Drawn In 1869)
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Our People Are Our Most Precious 
And Most Wasted Resource

Prison (est. 7,000 
Inmates in NM 

Prisons)

Community 
Colleges, Other 

Higher Education, 
Military, 

Workforce

14.3% Habitual 
Truancy Rate

NM 2016 Cohort 
Graduation Rates By Group 

% Of 4th Graders By How Much Science 
Instruction They Receive Per Week

% Of 8h Graders Whose Math Teachers Have 
An Undergraduate Major In Math
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Consider How Many Students We Lose At Each Stage Of The Education Pipeline

Source & Notes: These data come from the public high school 4-year adjusted cohort rate for school year 2015-2016, NCES; Percent of high school graduates doing 
directly to college anywhere in the United States in 2014, National Student Clearinghouse; Total completion rate for six-year outcomes across state lines for students who 

started at a four-year public institution in Fall 2010 by origin state.  The percentage of loss at each transition was computed by subtracting the success rate from 100%. 
States with missing data from any point are excluded from this chart.

These Data Do Not Include 
Those Students Who Go To 

Community Colleges, 
Other Higher Education 
Institutions, Military, Or 

The Workforce
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In 2015, The United States Lagged Behind Other Countries In Student 
Assessments In Mathematics And Science

Source & Notes: https://www.compareyourcountry.org/pisa.  The  Program For International Student Assessment (PISA)
measures 15-year old students’ reading, mathematics and science literacy every three years. 
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In 2015, New Mexico Lagged Behind Other States In 4th Grade Student 
Assessments In Mathematics And Science

Source & Notes: https://www.nationsreportcard.gov. The National Assessment  Of Educational Progress (NAEP) 
4th Grade Assessments In Mathematics And Science In 2015. 

The Percent Of 4th Graders At Or Above 
Proficient In Mathematics

The Percent Of 4th Graders At Or Above 
Proficient In Science

NA

NA

NA
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Key Take Away

New Mexico Is In A Global Race For All The Benefits That A 
Vibrant STEM-H Ecosystem Can Bring And Yet We Squander 
Our Most Precious Resource – Our People – At Every Step Of 

The Journey



Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

How STEM-H Is Defined And Actualized

STEM-H is the acronym that commonly refers to Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Mathematics – Health.   But understanding how STEM-H is or is not defined in policy and 
practice is useful.

Throughout this working paper, I use the definitions relevant to that particular part of the 
STEM-H ecosystem.  In K-12 education, we primarily talk about math and science 
assessments, standards, curriculum; student achievement; and teacher credentials.  In 
higher education, the most useful definition is Classification of Instructional Programs 
(CIP) codes which provide a taxonomy of instructional programs, certificates and degrees. 
When we talk about careers, occupations and industries, the North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS), the 2010 Standard Occupational Classification (SOC), and 
the U.S. Census Occupation codes (OCC) are most useful, even if they are somewhat 
bewildering.

In the STEM-H literature, there is often talk about how the arts fit into STEM, the critical 
role of entrepreneurism, and high-tech industries. One of the best resources I found was 
the 2013 Brookings report entitled, “The Hidden STEM Economy” by Jonathan Rothwell 
which argued that we mainly focus on supporting workers with at least a B.A. degree and 
often overlook a strong potential workforce of talented individuals with less than a B.A.

The most important lesson to keep in mind about STEM-H definitions is that they can 
both help us think more precisely about the challenges we face and expand our 
vocabulary to better map out the opportunities that lay before us.
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The K-12 STEM Ecosystem



Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

New Mexico’s New Science Standards And Assessments Need To Be Fully Implemented

Source & Notes: NM PED ACC_Webfiles_2017_Proficiencies_All_ByStateByDistrictBySchool. Data includes 1) SBA Spanish Reading; 2) SBA Science; 3) NMAPA 
Science, Math, and Reading; 4) PARCC ELA and Math; and 5) IStation Reading. Data is not shown for groups with fewer than 10 students.

Academic Area Based On Assessments
Grades 
Tested

Number of 
Students 

Tested
Frameworks

Reading 

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness For 
College and Careers English Language Arts; 

Standards Based Assessment Spanish Reading; 
New Mexico Alternative Performance 

Assessment Reading (students with severe 
cognitive disabilities); IStation Reading (K-2)

K to 11 296,516

Common Core State 
Standards (Assessments 
Implemented in NM in 

2014-15)
New Mexico Standards Of 
Excellence (Assessments 
Implemented in NM in 

2005)

Mathematics

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness For 
College and Careers Math; New Mexico 

Alternative Performance Assessment Math 
(students with severe cognitive disabilities)

3 to 11 218,350

Common Core State 
Standards (Assessments 
Implemented in NM in 

2014-15)

Science

Standards Based Assessment Science; New 
Mexico Alternative Performance Assessment 

Science (students with severe cognitive 
disabilities)

4, 7, 11 72,894
New Mexico Standards Of 
Excellence (Assessments 

Implemented in 2005)
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

The Percentage Of New Mexico Public School Students Who Are Proficient 
And Above In Mathematics, Reading, and Science

Source & Notes: NM PED ACC_Webfiles_2017_Proficiencies_All_ByStateByDistrictBySchool. Data includes 1) SBA Spanish Reading; 2) 
SBA Science; 3) NMAPA Science, Math, and Reading; 4) PARCC ELA and Math; and 5) IStation Reading. Data is not shown for groups with 

fewer than 10 students.
16



Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

The Percentage Of New Mexico Public School Students Who Are Proficient 
And Above In Mathematics, Reading, and Science By Race/Ethnicity

Source & Notes: NM PED ACC_Webfiles_2017_Proficiencies_All_ByStateByDistrictBySchool. Data includes 1) SBA Spanish Reading; 2) SBA Science; 3) NMAPA 
Science, Math, and Reading; 4) PARCC ELA and Math; and 5) IStation Reading. Data is not shown for groups with fewer than 10 students.
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

The Percentage Of New Mexico Public School Students Who Are Proficient 
And Above In Mathematics, Reading, and Science By Gender

Source & Notes: NM PED ACC_Webfiles_2017_Proficiencies_All_ByStateByDistrictBySchool. Data includes 1) SBA Spanish Reading; 2) SBA Science; 3) NMAPA 
Science, Math, and Reading; 4) PARCC ELA and Math; and 5) IStation Reading. Data is not shown for groups with fewer than 10 students.
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

The Percent Of Students Proficient And Above In Science By District Varies 
By Ethnicity And Location

Source & Notes: NM PED ACC_Webfiles_2017_Proficiencies_All_ByStateByDistrictBySchool. Data includes 1) SBA Spanish Reading; 2) SBA Science; 3) NMAPA 
Science, Math, and Reading; 4) PARCC ELA and Math; and 5) IStation Reading. Data is not shown for groups with fewer than 10 students.
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

The Percent Of Students Proficient And Above In Math By District Varies By 
Ethnicity And Location

Source & Notes: NM PED ACC_Webfiles_2017_Proficiencies_All_ByStateByDistrictBySchool. Data includes 1) SBA Spanish Reading; 2) SBA Science; 3) NMAPA 
Science, Math, and Reading; 4) PARCC ELA and Math; and 5) IStation Reading. Data is not shown for groups with fewer than 10 students.
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Percent Of 
Students 

Proficient Or 
Above In 
Math, by 

Ethnic Group
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If Other States Can Improve Their 4th Graders Performance In 
Reading, Why Do We Still Lag Behind? 
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Source:  Beata Thorstensen’s Analysis Of Student Achievement Comparisons
NAEP Grade 4 Reading Students At or Above Proficiency: Selected States That Were Within Two Points of NM in 1992 and 

Where They Are Now + Florida
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New Mexico’ 4th Graders Have Improved In Mathematics. Can 
We Do The Same In Science? 
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Key Take Aways

New Mexico’s K-12 Education System Is Failing To Ensure That 
All Of Our Children Reach High Levels Of Proficiency In 
Reading, Mathematics And Science. The Disparities Are 

Particularly Brutal For Minority Children And Those Living In
Rural Areas. Other States Have Proved That Improvements 

Can Be Made.  New Mexico Has The Opportunity To 
Implement The New Science Standards And Improve Science 

In The Same Way It Improved Mathematics. 
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The Higher Education STEM-H Ecosystem



26Source: https: National Center For Education Statistics – IPEDS. //nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.

CIP Instructional Main Headings By Number Of CIP Titles

Example Detail
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27Source: https: National Center For Education Statistics – IPEDS. //nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.

CIP Instructional Main Headings By Number Of CIP Titles 
By STEM-H Classification
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Source: https: National Center For Education Statistics – IPEDS. //nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.

Why Aren’t 
These CIP Codes 

Considered 
STEM-H?
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

The Percentage Of The Approximately 741,600 STEM Degrees/Certificates 
Produced Nationally By State In 2016

Source: https: National Center For Education Statistics – IPEDS. //nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.29



30 Source: https: National Center For Education Statistics – IPEDS. //nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.

Approximately 39% Of IPEDS 2,100 CIP Titles Are Classified As 
STEM Or Health By Complete College America



31 Source: https: National Center For Education Statistics – IPEDS. //nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.

The Number And Percentages Of Degrees/Certificates For All New Mexico 
Higher Education Institutions Included In IPEDS By STEM Grouping
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Source: https: National Center For Education Statistics – IPEDS. //nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.

The New Mexico 
Higher Education 

Institutions Included 
In The 

2015-2016 IPEDS 
Provisional 
Database
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Source: https: National Center For Education Statistics – IPEDS. //nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.

The Number And Percentages Of Degrees/Certificates For All New Mexico 
Higher Education Institutions Included In IPEDS By College And STEM Grouping



Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Number Of STEM-H Degrees/Certificates By New Mexico Higher Education Institutions

Source: https: National Center For Education Statistics – IPEDS. //nces.ed.gov/ipeds/cipcode/resources.
34
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Key Take Aways

Higher Education Thinks About STEM-H Using CIP Categories. This 
Is A Good Start But We Can Think More Creatively And Precisely 

About How STEM-H Degrees And Certificates Can Be Supported In 
New Mexico. It Is Also Clear That Health Is A Major Segment Of

The New Mexico Ecosystem.
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New Mexico’s STEM-H Pipeline



37 Source: New Mexico STEM Pipeline Data Set developed by the LFC, HED and WSD, 2016.

The Number Of STEM-H Degrees/Certificates Produced By New Mexico 
Public Higher Education Institutions Has Increased From 2008-09 To 2013-14



38
Source: New Mexico STEM Pipeline Data Set developed by the LFC, HED and WSD, 2016.

But The Percentage Of STEM And Health Degrees/Certificates Of All Awards 
Produced By New Mexico Public Higher Education Institutions Has Declined Or 

Remained Flat From 2008-09 To 2013-14
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Source: New Mexico STEM Pipeline Data Set developed by the LFC, HED and WSD, 2016.

The Percentage Of  Degrees/Certificates By STEM Grouping By Ethnicity Has 
Remained Flat From 2008-09 To 2013-14
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Source: New Mexico STEM Pipeline Data Set developed by the LFC, HED and WSD, 2016.

The Number Of  Degrees/Certificates By Award Level And By STEM Grouping 
From 2008-09 To 2013-14
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Source: New Mexico STEM Pipeline Data Set developed by the LFC, HED and WSD, 2016.

The Percentage Of  Degrees/Certificates By Award Level, STEM Grouping And 
Type Of High School
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Key Take Aways

Although The Number Of STEM-H Degrees And Certificates 
Increased Between 2008 and 2014, The Percentage Of STEM-

H Degrees And Certificates As Part Of All Degrees And 
Certificates Has Declined. The Data Indicate That New 
Mexico’s Efforts To Increase STEM-H Training In Higher 

Education Need To Be Strengthened.
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New Mexico STEM-H Workforce Ecosystem



Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

The Percentage Of The Approximately 877,000 STEM Employees 
By State In 2016

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. https://www.bls.gov/oes/additional.htm.
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

The Percentage of STEM 
Degrees/Certificates 
Produced By State

The Percentage of STEM 
Employed By State



Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Percent Of STEM Occupations Within Each State In 2016

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. https://www.bls.gov/oes/additional.htm.
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Average Annual Salary For STEM Occupations By State In 2016

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. https://www.bls.gov/oes/additional.htm.
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Number Of STEM Employees And STEM Percentage Of Total Employment By 
Selected Cities In 2016

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. https://www.bls.gov/oes/additional.htm.
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Number Of STEM Employees And STEM Percentage Of Total Employment By 
Selected States And Cities In 2016

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. https://www.bls.gov/oes/additional.htm.
49
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Key Take Aways

New Mexico Is A Small State In A Large Nation. Our 
Percentage Of STEM-H Jobs And Our STEM-H Salaries Are 

Competitive But We Need To Think More Strategically About 
How To Make Sure New Mexico Students Have Systematic 

Opportunities To Connect With New Mexico Careers.



Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Source: Mark Flaherty (Winter, 2018). STEM and STEM-Related Occupations, NM Department Of Workforce Solutions

STEM & STEM-Related Occupations And Task Related Categories In New Mexico

Research, 

Development, 

Design, or 

Practitioner

Technologist or 

Technician

Postsecondary 

Teachers
Managerial Sales Total Percent

Life & Physical Science, 

Engineering, 

Mathematics, 

Information Technology 

(LPERMIT)

28,620 13,200 1,370 1,460 1,230 45,880 44.9%

Social Science 1,980 590 2,570 2.5%

LPEMIT & Social 450 450 0.4%

Architecture 520 520 0.5%

Health 29,150 17,720 1,540 1,930 50,340 49.3%

STEM
 &

 

STEM
-

R
e

late
d

LPERMIT & Architecture 580 1,830 2,410 2.4%

Total 60,720 30,920 3,500 3,390 1,230 102,170

Percent 59.4% 30.3% 3.4% 3.3% 1.2%

Task Related Category

STEM
 O

ccu
p

atio
n

STEM
-R

e
late

d
 

O
ccu

p
atio

n

STEM & STEM Related Occupations
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Source: Mark Flaherty (Winter, 2018). STEM and STEM-Related Occupations, NM Department Of Workforce Solutions

Median Wages In New Mexico In 2016
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Source: Mark Flaherty (Winter, 2018). STEM and STEM-Related Occupations, NM Department Of Workforce Solutions

Projected Employment Grown In New Mexico 2014-2024
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Source: Mark Flaherty (Winter, 2018). STEM and STEM-Related Occupations, NM Department Of Workforce Solutions

The Health Occupations By Projected Employment Growth In New Mexico 
From 2014 To 2014

2014 Employment 2024 Employment Change
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Source: Mark Flaherty (Winter, 2018). STEM and STEM-Related Occupations, NM Department Of Workforce Solutions

The Life & Physical Sciences, Engineering, Mathematics, and Information Technology (LPERMIT)  
Occupations By Projected Employment Growth In New Mexico From 2014 To 2014

2014 Employment 2024 Employment Change
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Source: Mark Flaherty (Winter, 2018). STEM and STEM-Related Occupations, NM Department Of Workforce Solutions

The Social Sciences Occupations By Projected Employment Growth In New 
Mexico From 2014 To 2014

2014 Employment 2024 Employment Change
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Source: Mark Flaherty (Winter, 2018). STEM and STEM-Related Occupations, NM Department Of Workforce Solutions

The Architecture Occupations By Projected Employment Growth In New 
Mexico From 2014 To 2014

2014 Employment 2024 Employment Change
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Source: Mark Flaherty (Winter, 2018). STEM and STEM-Related Occupations, NM Department Of Workforce Solutions

The STEM & STEM-Related Occupations By Average Percent Of Projected 
Employment Growth In New Mexico From 2014 To 2014
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Source: Mark Flaherty (Winter, 2018). STEM and STEM-Related Occupations, NM Department Of Workforce Solutions

The STEM & STEM-Related Occupations By Number Of Projected Employment 
In 2024 In New Mexico By Educational Requirements
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Source: Mark Flaherty (Winter, 2018). STEM and STEM-Related Occupations, NM Department Of Workforce Solutions

The STEM & STEM-Related Occupations By Percent Of Projected Employment 
In 2024 In New Mexico By Educational Requirements
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Kindergarten

Elementary 
School

Middle School

Source: Mark Flaherty (Winter, 2018). STEM and STEM-Related Occupations, NM Department Of Workforce Solutions

The STEM & STEM-Related Occupations By Average Salary In 2016
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Key Take Aways

Mark Flaherty’s Analysis Provides Us With A Powerful And 
Precise Framework For Understanding What New Mexico’s 

STEM-H Future Is Likely To Be. It Is Critical To Understand That 
STEM-H Occupations Include Life and Physical Sciences, 
Engineering, Mathematics, Technology, Social Sciences, 
Education, Architecture And Health.  It Is Also Critical To 
Understand That The Jobs In Those Occupations Include 

Practitioners, Technicians, Managers And Sales.

These Are The Jobs We Are Likely To Have.  What About The 
Jobs We Want To Have Or Those That Haven’t Been Invented 

Yet.  How Do We Prepare For Those?



What Do STEM Coalitions Look Like In Other 
States?

63



Kindergarten

What Can New Mexico Learn From The States In The STEMx Network?

Source: www.stemx.us

The STEMx network is a multi-state network 
for state-level collaboratives. STEMx includes 
21 STEM networks including Guam and the 
Virgin Islands which are not included on this 
map.
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Kindergarten

What Do STEM Networks Look Like In Other States?

• Networks Have 
Partnerships Across The 
Education to  Career 
Continuum.

• Networks Focus On STEM 
Broadly But Many Do 
Seem To Have A Primary 
Focus.

• Networks Have Evolved 
In Structure And Mission 
Over Time.

• Networks Are Funded In 
A Number Of Different 
Ways.

• What Should New 
Mexico’s Network Focus 
On?

• Where Should New 
Mexico’s Statewide 
Collaborative be Based?

• How Should New 
Mexico’s Statewide 
Collaborative Be Funded?

STATE AGENCY OR 

CREATED BY 

LEGISLATION

NONPROFIT 

TH
E 

B
A

SE
 S

EE
M

S 
TO

 B
E

THE PRIMARY FOCUS SEEMS TO BE

K-12 STUDENTS & TEACHERS

UNIVERSITY

INDUSTRY & RESEARCH & 

EDUCATION SYSTEM

AK

FL

NY

TN
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AZ

OH

CA

ID
OR

UT
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NC
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TX
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How Could New Mexico Build A Statewide 
STEM-H Coalition?

What If???

68



A Proposed Structure For New Mexico’s Statewide STEM-H Collaborative

= A Rich Array Of Efforts Currently In Place

= Proposed Next Steps
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Key Findings

• STEM and STEM-related careers and industries are clearly one of the most important pathways to individual 
fulfillment, healthy families, vibrant communities, a thriving economy, and a strong and secure nation. 

• It is important to visualize this pathway is a race crowed with competitors, a journey filled with obstacles, 
or any other metaphor that helps us understand we can not take the destination for granted.

• New Mexico’s most precious resource is its diverse people and yet we squander that wealth in so many 
ways starting at birth and continuing to adulthood.

• We must commit ourselves to ensuring that all of our students reach higher levels of proficiency in reading, 
mathematics, science and the other disciplines essential to becoming an educated citizen in the fullest 
sense of the words.  In addition, we need to cultivate their curiosity about the world and enhance their 
sense of the STEM and STEM-related opportunities that lay before them.

• We can think more clearly and creatively about which higher education programs are related to STEM and 
STEM-related careers and industries and how those programs can be supported and expanded.

• We can think more clearly and creatively about the STEM and STEM-related careers and industries that 
currently exist in New Mexico and how we envision our future. 

• We can help New Mexicans better understand the challenges we face.  Many other countries, other states 
and other communities are more populous, better organized, more inviting and more committed to 
winning the STEM race than we are. 

• We can help New Mexicans better understand the resources we have. Our state’s diverse people, rich 
cultural histories, physical beauty, and natural resources are unparalleled. We have the intellectual capital 
and institutions to help lead the world in science, technology, engineering, math, health, art, culture and 
more. And we have vibrant, albeit a bit random, STEM communities of practice across New Mexico. The 
challenge now is to marshal our resources in ways that respects local creativity and energy and still moves 
all of New Mexico forward.
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“We set sail on this new sea because there is new knowledge to 
be gained, and new rights to be won, and they must be won 

and used for the progress of all people… We choose to go to the 
moon in this decade and do the other things, not because they 

are easy, but because they are hard, because that goal will 
serve to organize and measure the best of our energies and 
skills, because that challenge is one that we are willing to 

accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and one which we 
intend to win, and the others, too. ”  J.F. Kennedy, 1962

Final Thoughts


