
 
 

 

Briefing Materials on the Ports-to-Plains Corridor 

 
For New Mexico Legislative Finance Committee  

 



 

 

Ports-to-Plains Alliance   Page 2 
New Mexico Briefing  
 

Table of Contents 

Thank You ...................................................................................................................................................... 3 

The Ports-to-Plains Alliance .......................................................................................................................... 3 

Congressional Designation as a High Priority Corridor on the NHS .......................................................... 3 

Ports-to-Plains Alliance Corridor ............................................................................................................... 3 

Status of the New Mexico Corridor .............................................................................................................. 7 

Ports-to-Plains Corridor Economic Impact Study ......................................................................................... 8 

Designation as a Future Interstate .............................................................................................................. 10 

Next Steps in New Mexico .......................................................................................................................... 12 

Route Numbering .................................................................................................................................... 12 

Planning Funds for the Interstate Highway ............................................................................................ 17 

 

  



 

 

Ports-to-Plains Alliance   Page 3 
New Mexico Briefing  
 

Thank You 

Before this briefing is reviewed, the Ports-to-Plains Alliance and the communities in northern 
New Mexico would like to thank New Mexico for its ongoing commitment to improve the U.S. 
87/64 Corridor to a four-lane divided highway and for its support of the legislation for Future 
Interstate Designation and Planning Funding for the Ports-to-Plains Corridor.  

The Ports-to-Plains Alliance 

Ports-to-Plains is a grassroots alliance of over 
200 communities and businesses, including 
Alliance partners Heartland Expressway and 
Theodore Roosevelt Expressway, whose 
mission is to advocate for a robust 
international transportation infrastructure to 
promote economic security and prosperity 
throughout North America's energy and 
agricultural heartland including Mexico to 
Canada. Additional information on the Ports-
to-Plains Alliance is available at 
http://www.portstoplains.com/.  

Congressional Designation as a High Priority Corridor 
on the NHS 

In 1998, the Ports-to-Plains Trade Corridor 
was granted its federal designation in the 
TEA-21 reauthorization bill as a high priority 
corridor from Laredo, Texas to Denver, 
Colorado via U.S. Interstate 27. In the 2001 
appropriations bill, the route was approved 
through Texas, and then in 2002 the 
remainder of the route through New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Colorado was approved and signed 
by President George W. Bush in an independent bill. 

Ports-to-Plains Alliance Corridor 

The Ports-to-Plains Alliance Corridor consists of the High Priority Corridors of Ports-to-Plains, Heartland 
Expressway and Theodore Roosevelt Expressway that connect nine-states and extends from Mexico to 
Canada. 

http://www.portstoplains.com/
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Status of the New Mexico Corridor  

New Mexico was the first state in the nine state Ports-to-Plains Region to complete the corridor 
as a four-lane divided highway.  Over $138 million was invested, including a significant amount 
from Governor Richardson’s Investment Partnership (GRIP) bonds issued by the New Mexico 
Finance Authority. 
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Ports-to-Plains Corridor Economic Impact Study 

Ports-to-Plains Corridor Economic Impact Study prepared for the Eastern Plains Council of Governments 

and New Mexico Department of Transportation by Consensus Planning, Inc. was published in June, 

2021. 

Agriculture, tourism and the oil and gas industry are 

the major industries in New Mexico. The map to the 

left highlights in yellow the counties impacted by the 

P2P corridor.  Included in New Mexico is the area 

benefited from the P2P Corridor highlighted in green. 

This shows the area of the Permian Basin, which 

connects to the P2P Corridor in Texas at Midland, TX. 

The Ports-to-Plains Economic Impact Study1 examines 

a segment of the international Ports-to-Plains Trade 

Corridor (US Highway 87/64) in northeast New Mexico 

and the potential effects on the local communities 

(Union County, Town of Clayton, Colfax County, City 

of Raton) of designating the route as an Interstate 

Highway (IH). 

Direct impacts from agriculture2 were described as 1) 

the IH designation creates an opportunity to enhance 

agricultural marketing efforts for northeast New 

Mexico, both regionally and to broader markets; 2) the ability to move products locally may be affected 

depending on decisions about highway access and local infrastructure changes; and 3) a reduction of 

travel times due to higher IH speed limits and other benefits make driving the route quicker and easier 

to move agricultural products. Most of the agricultural industry activity in the area occurs based on 

long standing relationships with US Highway 87/64 users who are already heavily reliant on the route.  

Cattle production is a major industry in the region and along the entire Port-to-Plains Corridor. Twelve 

of the nation’s largest feedlots are served by the P2P corridor. Improvement to IH standards would in 

turn improve the market access to feedlots and processing facilities in adjacent states, but also could 

encourage expansion of local feedlots and attract new meat packing plants to the region like the High 

Plains Processing project on Interstate 25 in Las Vegas, New Mexico. With the support from a New 

Mexico Economic Development Department Local Economic Development Act grant, the Colorado 

 
1 Ports-to-Plains Economic Impact Study: Northeast New Mexico, Eastern Plains Council of Governments and New 
Mexico Department of Transportation, June 2021, 
https://www.epcog.org/_files/ugd/269de5_2cc9ec0587d0469bae6aa57a1e56504c.pdf  
2 Ibid 

https://www.epcog.org/_files/ugd/269de5_2cc9ec0587d0469bae6aa57a1e56504c.pdf
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Cattle Company announced a $1.6 million investment in April 2020 to refurbish a vacant facility for meat 

processing and will employ 20 employees. Proximity to the IH was specifically cited for the location 

decision.  

The tourism industry would benefit from improved access and increased tourism traffic. Based on the 

traffic projections with an IH designation, the number of visitors is expected to increase to destinations 

such as Capulin Volcano National Monument, Clayton Lake State Park and Dinosaur Trackways, and 

Sugarite Canyon State Park. In 2019, there were 5.7 million visitors to northeast New Mexico; the 

number is projected to grow to 6.9 million by 2040, a 22% increase. The future IH would also benefit 

the movement of tourists to Taos and other northern areas of New Mexico. 

In terms of energy3, another area of New Mexico that will by developing the future interstate in New 

Mexico and Texas is within the Permian Basin.  Hobbs, NM in Lea County is 95 miles from Midland, TX. 

Midland is on the route for future interstate designation in Texas. The counties of Chaves, Eddy, Lea, 

and Roosevelt produced 447.3 million bbls of oil and 1,722.5 million mcf of natural gas in 2021. This 

represents over 98 percent of oil production and over 76 percent of natural gas production in New 

Mexico.  

The Ports-to-Plains Economic Impact Study showed the improvement or expansion of the corridor will 

create temporary and cumulative/permanent employment opportunities in the region. The study looked 

at five-year increments between 2025 and 2040. Temporary employment includes construction for 

highway improvements, lodging, truck stops, restaurants, wind farms and wind generation 

manufacturing, solar energy production, and agricultural growing, processing, and distribution facilities. 

There would be 10,770 direct construction-related jobs and 20,034 indirect jobs created by 2040. 

Permanent employment covers the same categories, with the exception of highway construction, adding 

up to 3,448 jobs by 2040. 

Improvement or expansion of the Corridor would promote safety and mobility in the region. The study 

projected a reduction in vehicle crashes of between 17% and 63% by improving the Corridor to IH 

standard. The greatest reduction in crash rates would occur with the construction of a relief route in 

Clayton. 

The New Mexico Freight Plan cites the Ports-to-Plains Corridor concept in the Intermodal Surface 

Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA) as a model to facilitate the movement of goods and 

services through the state.  

  

 
3 County Production Summary, New Mexico Minerals and Natural Resources Department,   
https://wwwapps.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/ocdpermitting/reporting/production/countyproductioninjectionsummary.as
px 

https://wwwapps.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/ocdpermitting/reporting/production/countyproductioninjectionsummary.aspx
https://wwwapps.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/ocdpermitting/reporting/production/countyproductioninjectionsummary.aspx
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Designation as a Future Interstate 

On Tuesday, March 15, 2022, President Biden signed the FY 2022 Omnibus Appropriations legislation. 

This legislation included the designation of the entire Ports-to-Plains Corridor in Texas and New Mexico 

as a Future Interstate Highway.  
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This legislation was supported by the New Mexico Department of Transportation in a letter to U.S. 

House of Representatives Committee on Transportation and infrastructure leadership. 
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Next Steps in New Mexico 

Route Numbering 

In the original FY22 Omnibus Appropriations legislation, while the route was designated, the route 
numbering was not identified.  The Ports-to-Plains Alliance is working on additional legislation to identify 
the route numbering for the future Interstate Highway in New Mexico and Texas. 

Route numbering legislation bills have been introduced in both the U.S. Senate and U.S. House of 
Representatives. U.S. Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX) introduced S.992 co-sponsored by Senators John Cornyn 
(R-TX), Martin Heinrich (D_NM) and Ben Ray Luján (D-NM) to formally name the Ports-to-Plains Corridor 
“Interstate 27.” Representative Jodey Arrington (R-TX) and also introduced H.R. 1821 in the House. Both 
bills were the same language. 

It is also important to note that the same language was submitted as an amendment to the FY24 
Appropriations legislation by Representative Henry Cuellar (D-TX). In the legislation, route numbers 
were assigned as I-27 from Laredo, TX through Dumas, TX to Raton, NM. The two locations in Texas 
where the future interstate diverges are named I-227 for the current Routes 158 and 349 from Sterling 
City to Midland to Lamesa, and as I-327 for the current Route 87 from Dumas to the Oklahoma border. 
These numbers were based on input from FHWA. The language and a map are shown below. 
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Planning Funds for the Interstate Highway 

Before the actual construction update to interstate highway, there is a planning process outlined by the 

New Mexico Department of Transportation Location Study procedures: A guidebook for Alignment 

Studies and Corridor Studies. 

 

As shown below, that process includes Project Definition, Phase A: Alternative Identification and 

Screening, Phase B: Detailed Alternatives Analysis, Phase C: Environmental Documentation, and Phase 

D: Preliminary Design. This process is required for each future construction segment and must be 

completed before Final Design, Right-of-Way Acquisition, and Construction can move forward. 

 

With the support of NMDOT, the Ports-to-Plains Alliance has assisted the Town of Clayton, on behalf of 

the entire corridor in New Mexico, submit both FY24 Congressionally Designated Spending in the U.S. 
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Senate and FY24 Community Projects Funding in the U.S. House of Representatives requesting $1.6 

million for a $2 million planning project. 
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The Ports-to-Plains Corridor Interstate Planning projects was submitted to Senators Martin Heinrich and 

Ben Ray Luján, as well as, Congresswoman Theresa Leger Fernández. In the submission of the project by 

the Town of Clayton, the Project Purpose stated: Following the designation of the Ports-to-Plains 

Corridor in New Mexico as a Future Interstate in the FY2022 Appropriations legislation, the project 

would initiate interstate highway planning on U.S. 87 / U.S. 64.  These planning funds would be used for 

Project Definition, Phase A: Alternative Identification and Screening, Phase B: Detailed Alternative 

Analysis, Phase C: Environmental Documentation, and Preliminary Design. 

 


