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• Learning time matters more than ever
• Too little, not used optimally, & unequally provided
• Poor children are particularly affected
• We have good ways to provide more and better time

– Making every minute count
– New school designs
– Expanding the school day and year
– After school and summer
– Pre-K
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What to take away . . . 



Learning time matters more than ever 

Content Knowledge

Application

Learning mindsets

THE FUTURE DEMANDS DEEPER 
LEARNING

THE FUTURE DEMANDS DEEPER 
LEARNING



LFC's time report 
Other research
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Time:  
Too little, not used optimally, unevenly provided



Poor children 
depend on 

publicly 
provided 

learing time
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Since 1975, the time college-educated parents 
spend with their children has grown twice as 
fast as it has among less-educated parents. While 
less affluent families have also increased the time 
they invest in their children, they cannot keep up



7https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l8i4U-WWfho&t=1s



https://youtu.be/t22I7XFRQus



More and better 
learning time can 
help—and we know 
how to do it well

• During the school day
• Expanding the day/year
• After-school & summer
• Pre-K



Make Every Minute Count
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“7-to-7” programming with 
strong community partners

Address Barriers for Poor Children that 
Subtract from Learning Time



Research & evidence
Sensible, practical
Bi-Partisan support

Expand School 
Days and Years 2014

2,000
schools

1,177,625 
students

SV0EZ005GJ



WHOLE SCHOOL / EVERY CHILD



SIGNIFICANTLY
MORE TIME IN 
SCHOOL



Expand School Day and Year

• Whole School/Every Child

• Significantly More Time in School

• Redesigned school days 

• Reinvented teacher time

• Well-rounded learning and development 
opportunities

• Strong community partnerships



Scalable Exemplars

CT, CO, Mass, NY,  TN                                                  

longer days, using professional educators and community partners 

200 days, staggered teacher schedules, “intensive” blocks for 
students



Federal 
Support for Time Reforms
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Extending Day/Year
in New Mexico

Building on K-3+ successes

• Extending to K-5+  
• Make K-3+ and K-5+ a schoolwide program in Title 1 

schools
• Experiment with community schools to offset the time 

losses that accompany harms of poverty



2/3 gap “explained” by summer

3-6 pm = risky or wasted hours
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Summer learning 
in New Mexico

Unmet demand.
• 27 % parents have at least one child in a program
• 57 % parents would like their child to participate

Strong public support
• 91 % parents support public funding for summer 

learning programs



After School in New Mexico

• 70,841 children (21%) participate in a program, 
• 90,659 children (33%) would if a program were 

available

• 70,000+ children are unsupervised after school for an 
average of 7.75 hours
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Recommendations 
Summer & After School

• Take full advantage of federal 21st CCLC funding
• Provide state funding for after school programs
• Increase full-day slots by blending & braiding federal and 

local programs
• Develop different summer programs for middle schoolers—

e.g., SFUSD “Scrub Club” & “Digital Design” 
• Ensure transportation 

25





Make ECE Part of the 
Education System



Pre-K in New Mexico
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35%
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Recommendations re:  Pre-K
• Expand state-funded Pre-K to 3 and 4 year olds
• Follow new Early Childhood provisions of ESSA
• Blend and braid federal, state, and local funding streams and 

programs to create more full-time, high-quality, early 
childhood learning opportunities that meet working 
families’ needs
– Head start & Early Head start
– State Pre-K
– Child Care Subsidies.
– Locally funded programs
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Questions?


