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Land Grant Committee
August 29, 2017
San Miguel del Bado Senior Center

San Miguel del Bado Land Grant Update

Presenter: Joe Benito Chavez, President

Welcome

Land grant Interim Legislative Committee, LGC, LG Studies ~
Attendees from other sister land grants

Local attendees

Physical Surroundings

a)
b)

Three bathroom locations
No cell reception, but welcome to use the landline in small office

Introduction SMdBLG Board of Trustees
Publicly thank LGC, Dr. Garcia Y Griego and Arturo Archuleta- for their help w/ our

~ election problems.
Background, SMdBLG

a)
b)

c)

d)

Petition by Lorenzo Marquez (handout)
Originally SMdBLG consisted of 315,300 (handout, John Shaw 1879 Survey)
Initial settlement town of San Miguel
1) Over decades in 19th century new communities were settled
Other land grants sprung from San Miguel del Bado Land Grant
(1) Los Trigos, 1815
(2) Anton Chico 1817
(3) Tecolote, 1824
(4) Las Vegas, 1835 .
U.S. V. Sandoval Supreme Court Decision, May 27, 189
1) Resulted in loss of 310,000 acres
1) Six other land grants also lost approximate one million acres
iii) Was not even publicized in newspapers. Obviously this decision was and remains to
be very important to us, but back East?

Challenges for our land Grants

a)

b)

Complying with the various existing laws

1) Open Meetings Act

il) Purchasing Act

iii) Audit Act

iv) Election laws

Complying with Chapter 49, our land grant law

1) The San Miguel del Bado Land Grant is the “Poster Child” of what can go terribly
wrong when land grant elections are not held in accordance with the requirements of
the election provisions of Chapter 49



(1) Litigation in District Court stated with our land graht election of August 21, 2012
and ended with the most recent election of April 8, 2017.
(a) The business of our land grant came to a stand-still during almost 5 years of
litigation
(b) The attorney cost was almost $22,000 for our attorney
(c) El Valle senior citizens have been deprived of services previously provide at
this senior citizens center
(d) Opportunity costs as a result of ligation include failure to apply for Capital
Outlay funding : '
(2) I read with great interest this Committee’s 2017 Approved Work Plan, .
specifically:
(a) Examine how to structure interim authorities if elections are challenged
(b) The potential for election assistance from the LGC or Office of the AG
(c¢) Training opportunities and needs for grant board members
(3) Heirship issue
(a) Heir defined as “...descendent of the original grantees...”

(b) Must be an heir to become board member or to vote for candidates running for
the board
(c¢) Land grant required to compile voter registration book

(d) SMdBLG made some progress to determine “provisional heirs” to get us
through this last election
(e) In less than two years we will hold another election for two board members

(f) We are asking for thoughts, guidance, advice from other land grants, this
committee, LGC or anyone else who can tells us how we are to comply with
these requirements.

7) Title Companies require quitclaim deeds from our land grant on all sales of property within
our LG boundaries and may began to require District Court involvement. Are other land
grands facing similar issues? How are other land grants handling quit title issues when the
land grant is named as possible defendant? 7

SMABLG has three cemeteries on BLM land (Two in San Miguel/Ribera area and one in
North San Isidro). All cemeteries three are “managed” by the Church. Local Church official
in San Miguel/ Ribera have tentatively given the okay for SMdBLG to take the lead in
applying to the BLM to gain ownership of the cemeteries. We are awaiting a committee’s
decision from North San Isidro. (Discuss)

Mark Edwards advised me to give this Committee a “Sense of Place”

a) Geographic vs sociological

8)

9

b)

c)
d)

e)

We, aqui en el valle (here in the valley) and other rural communities pride themselves in
being able to solve our own problems, but unless we admit that

“Houston we have a problem”

We cannot pretend that this problem only exists in faraway places, Wisconsin, Kentucky
or large cities such as Chicago, Los Angeles or Albuquerque

A drug problem exists in our valley — I don’t pretend to have the solution, but we do need
to recognize the problem before asking for help and attempting to find a solution.

10) Questions,
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San Miguel del Bado Land Grant
Traditional Use Boundaries

Pecos National Monument
e

Rencona

Boundaries and Features

e |
l 1903 Survey Patented Bound. (5,088 ac.)

ETH :
!ALLJ%Tradrtlonal Use Boundaries
g

1 1879 Survey (315,516 ac)
T,

L i Boundaries of Patented Land Grants
Census 2010 Designated Place
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UNM LGSP
11/3/2012

.S.

The traditional use boundaries estimated for the San
Miguel del Bado (originally San Miguel dei Vado) grant,
founded in 1794, corresponds to its historic boundaries,
following the 1879 survey, minus territory assumed to
be transferred to daughter grants Los Trigos (1815),
Tecolote (1824) and Las Vegas (1835). All common
lands were stripped from this grant by U.S. v. Sandoval

167 U.SS. 278 (1897) in the final boundaries of the
patent.
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