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‘s part of the #e Mexico Econ.mc Development Department, the
“ Creative'indust e:éi\ﬂio.eﬂ\ancegeconomic opportunities for New
Mexico families by nurturing a vibrant creative economy. We support
creative entrepreneurs, small businesses, and organizations through
education, workforce development, public infrastructure, grants, and

resource sharing.

Our Vision:
New Mexico will have a diverse and thriving creative economy that
engages local talent, fuels innovation, and delivers prosperity for all
New Mexicans.

EDD.NewMexico.gov/creative 2



What Are the Creative

Industries?
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are creative.

Creative Industries

CID Study Season: Collaboration
published in Creativity
] . June 2024 March 2025
Signed into
law April 2023

Over $1.94 million in grant funding

Business awarded to date across 36 grantees
Innagural Grants 2 Division staff Development &
Awarded hired Expansion Grant
October 2023 August November Launched
2024 April 2025

2023 Data: Creative Industries Study 4



https://edd.newmexico.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/NM_CID_Report_2024UPDATEDDEC6.pdf
https://edd.newmexico.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/NM_CID_Report_2024UPDATEDDEC6.pdf
https://edd.newmexico.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/NM_CID_Report_2024UPDATEDDEC6.pdf

Reach & Impact

YEAR-IN REVIEW

Flagship Recurring Grant Programs
e Business Development & Expansion Grant
. Creative Support Organization Grant

ORKSHOP
PARTICIPATION

New Initiatives

* Arts &Cultural District Pilot Grant (FY26) CREATIVE BUSINESS CREATIVES ATTENDEES OVERALL
e Creative Industries Ambassador Prog ram INDUTRIES OWNERS/VENDORS ~ ENGAGED (GENERAL) ATTENDANCE

SVENTGRANTEE | QDG 19007  (NNI9920

. Upstart Co-Lab Partnership OVERALL SUMS

aS - Significant Outcomes
‘ e Over 865 entrepreneurs and creatives served through grants,
— programming, referrals, and technical assistance
@ . Assisted 40 creative industry programs
. . 32 partnerships with statewide orgs and communities

e Over 19,000 New Mexicans engaged through Creative Industries
Season events

. Grew the Creative Resource Center to 500+ listings

C Social media reach: 26,000+ impressions



High Demand vs. Limited Capacity
Operational Strain

Recurring Funding Structure



FY 2026 Grant Programs

Application Period
August 4-29, 2025

State Authorized
Arts and Cultural
District (ACD) Pilot
Grant Program

This one-time initiative, led by NM Arts,
NM MainStreet, and the NM Creative
Industries Division, aims to showcase
the economic and cultural benefits of
directly funding state-authorized Arts
& Cultural Districts (ACDs). With grants
ranging from $50,000 to $100,000, the
program provides catalytic resources
for ACDs to implement impactful
creative industry projects that
stimulate local economic growth. It
also seeks to build a strong case for
sustained investment through a
dedicated fund outside the Creative
Industries Division.

nma

rew mexico arts

public support for the arts since 1965

NEW MEXICO
MAINSTREET.

ENGAGE PEOPLE - REBUILD PLACES
REVITALIZE ECONOMIES




FY 2026 Grant Programs

Cycle 1 Application Period
December 1-26, 2025

Cycle 2 Application Period

Application Period February 2-27, 2026
September 29 - October 24, 2025

Business
Creatlve Support Development &
Organization Grant Expansion Grant

Returning and enhanced program
for existing creative businesses.
Eligible uses include inventory,
equipment and software, marketing,
digital presence, infrastructure,
technology upgrades, and
strengthening reporting, impact,
engagement, and evaluation
capacity. Grantees are encouraged
to leverage funding for greater
return on investment. Awards up to
$25,000, subject to change. (Eligible
businesses defined by industry area
and NAICS codes in Appendix C,
page 206 of the 2024 Division Study.)

This funding opportunity supports
organizations with a strong track
record of advancing creative
entrepreneurs and industry
development across New Mexico.
Eligible applicants include those
building networks, offering technical
assistance, providing creative
business incubation, or
strengthening creative ecosystems.
Open to local governments, Nations,
Tribes, Pueblos, nonprofits, and for-
profits. Anticipated awards up to
$62,500, subject to change.




Connect To Our Programs
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Arlen Nelson (he/them/we)
Arlen.Nelson@edd.nm.gov

Creative Industries Coordinator EDD,NewMexico,gov/creative 10
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