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 Most rural downtowns have structures that are 50 or more years old

= |t costs approximately $7 to $16 per square foot to retrofit an existing structure with fire
suppression

= To bring a modest 10,000 square foot building into compliance would cost between $70,000
and $160,000 depending on the age, condition, and historic nature of the building




e Safety enhancements are prudent and appropriate though they do nothing to enhance a
business’s abllity to thrive

e Proposed legislation would provide financial incentives
for business owners, property owners, and developers
to activate vacant and underutilized buildings in rural
downtowns and commercial districts that would
otherwise remain vacant
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