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Accountability in Government Act
In 1999, New Mexico enacted the 
Accountability in Government Act.

The Act moved from a line-item 
budgeting process based solely on costs 
to a process focused more on 
performance.

Performance focus includes 
performance measures, goals, and 
quarterly reporting.

As a result, DFA and LFC make 
recommendations that reflect larger 
categories and include performance 
measures.
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Performance Measures
DFA and LFC follow statute 
collaborating with agencies on 
performance measure development.
DFA and LFC recommend 
performance measure goals as a part 
of budget recommendations released 
in January.
Key agencies report on performance 
measures quarterly and reports are 
publicly available.
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In 2019 NM amended the AGA 
through enactment of SB58:

Added definitions
◦ Evidence-based
◦ Research-based
◦ Promising

Provides Leg and Exec Authority to 
ask agencies to…
◦ Inventory programs
◦ Provide cost and performance data
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The road to effectiveness (Senate Bill 58, 2019 Session)
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https://www.nmlegis.gov/Legislation/Legislation?Chamber=S&LegType=B&LegNo=58&year=19
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Government Results and Opportunity (HB196)



Improved Requests and Transparency 
DFA and LFC have collaborated to 
improve budget requests and 
transparency of the state budget.
 Agency expansion requests must 

now additional information
 Information includes 7 elements that 

are also referenced in LFC budget 
guidelines
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DFA’s Additional Guidelines for Budget 
Requests
Required additional reports, including justifications for specific line items and lists of agencies’ 
current and anticipated contracts

Required agencies to submit a detailed list of their federal grants and expected funding levels

Moved deadline to submit special appropriation requests to align with recurring budget 
requests to allow more time for analysis

Moved deadline supplemental, deficiency, reauthorizations and BAR language to Nov. 15 to 
allow agencies more time to determine needs
Requirements: Projections for supplementals, accounting documentation for deficiencies, spending 

plans for reauthorizations.

Goal: Increase quantity and quality of information available to executive and legislative analysts 
and leadership when crafting their budget recommendations
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Increased Transparency
DFA and LFC have both been 
working to bring increased 
transparency to the state budget.

DFA:
 Providing agency budget requests 

to the public.
 Have implemented multiple 

dashboards including an 
expenditure dashboard for junior 
appropriations

LFC:
 Released a Citizen’s Guide to the 

budget
 Have implemented multiple 

dashboards for revenue estimation 
and risk settlements
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AGA Proposed Changes
Section A: Required Elements of Requests
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AGA Proposed Changes
Section B: Required Timing of Plans
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AGA Proposed Changes
Section C: Required Review for Recurring Funding
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SBD’s Executive Program and 
Performance Analysts
Legislature provided funding in 2024 session

John Campbell (john.campbell@dfa.nm.gov) and Jackie Steele (jacqueline.steele@dfa.nm.gov)

Leading agency performance measure training (reinstituted in 2023), Senate Bill 58 
implementation, helping agencies improve their performance measures

We all share the same goal of helping to address the needs of the state and would like to work 
with you any way we can. Should you have any questions, suggestions, or concerns regarding the 
state budget process or agency operations please do not hesitate to reach out.
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Questions?
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