Access to Civil Legal Assistance for Basic Human Needs is Far Below Demand
Please Support the Appropriation For Civil Legal Assistance

Each year the state’s two largest providers of legal services to the poor — New Mexico Legal Aid and
Law Access New Mexico — turn away over 18,000 applications for legal assistance. The state Supreme
Court’s Commission on Access to Justice has reported that less than 20% of the legal needs of low
income New Mexicans are being met.

The consequences of not resolving civil legal The consequences of not

roblems such as access to housing, education, . ..
3 & resolving civil legal problems

health care, food assistance and child support can .
such as access to housing,

be devastating for families. Consumer scams and .
unfair labor practices that prey on needy, vulnerable education, health care, food

populations also take a toll. They can break a assistance and child support
vulnerable family’s budget, driving them deeperinto  can be devastating for
poverty, even causing them to become homeless. families.

The entire community and court system also suffer. Unresolved legal problems can unnecessarily
drain the coffers of local and state government and charities that seek to provide an often-
inadequate safety net. Court systems become clogged with cases that could have been resolved had
legal services been provided, further burdening our already overburdened courts. Ultimately
everyone is deprived of a timely resolution of disputes.

In FY17, the Civil Legal Aid providers handled 13,558 cases. The following chart shows the types of
cases handled by civil legal aid providers in FY 2017.
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The Civil Legal Aid providers handled cases in all thirty-three counties in the state. They have worked
hard to increase services to rural areas by recruiting private attorneys to take on family law cases,
connecting pro bono attorneys in urban areas with low-income clients in rural areas via Skype, and

increasing services provided on an “unbundled” basis, for instance where the attorney drafts legal
documents for the client to present in court.

The Civil Legal Aid providers have launched other initiatives to

leverage limited resources: an online triage portal to
A recent study showed

that every public dollar

streamline the intake process; an initiative to co-locate six
agencies in Albuquerque; and multiple innovative projects

invested in Civil Legal designed to reach clients using technology. Nevertheless,
Services yields a return there is only so much that can be done to squeeze more out of
of S3.65. less. The state appropriation to the Civil Legal Services Fund is

down by almost $300,000 since its high point in 2009.

A recent study showed that every public dollar invested in Civil Legal Services yields a return of $3.65.
New Mexico’s Civil Legal Aid providers respectfully suggest that the State continue to invest in Civil
Legal Services by restoring the appropriation for the Civil Legal Services Fund to its 2008 level of
$2,500,000 if at all possible, and resist any move to reduce the appropriation by any amount.



y abed

eo.le S.I9U.10D 1No4

1222-298 (008)

"SIIY[IGesIPp yum
suedLIDWY dAIEN JO s1ybu [ebo| Joj S91BD0APY

92140 meT Ajiqesiq
UBOLIBWY DAIlBN

oJ1aw anbuanbng)y

2.68-€¥2 (S0S)

"9JUD|OIA D13SBWOP
JO swWoIA Bupjeads-ysiueds 03 saoiAI9s |e6aT]

oLIBJUNWWOY 99e|juj

NN 1S8MULION

9888-52¢€ (S09)

*SUOI1BU UBDLIDWY
9AI1BN J2y10 XIS pue uoneN ofeAeN aya Buipnpoul
‘0oIXawW MBN pue ‘yei ‘euozily ul S8lluNo0d dAlL

JO SIUBPISDI DUWODUI-MO| 03 SDIIAIDS B3] [IAID)

SQ0INIBS
|eba s,9|doad ¥YNA

opIMmalelS

289%-2¢+ (008)

"salM[IgesIp Yyum suosiad jo jjeyaq uo saipawial
132430 pue aAieansiuiwpe ‘eba| ansind 01
A1uoyine Yyaim odIxa Map Jo4 weaboid AoedoAape
pue uonoaioid pajeubisep Ajedspays ayL

O2IX9
M3N sybry Ayjigesiq

oJ13w anbJianbnq|y

2v¥0-2+2 (S09)

"}JNESSE |BNXaS puUB 92Ud|OIA J13SOWOop
JO SWIIOIA 01 90UB]SISSY “uoledliun Ajwey
Buipnjoul sadiAJas diysuaziyo pue uonelbiuw

sallLey) dljoyie)

9pIMalIeIS

2261-91% (998)

-uonejuasaidal |ebaj Aujenb
pue uoneanpa ‘buluesy ‘yseaino Buipnjoul
SUBDIXS MBN SWOIUI-MO| 0} SIJIAIBS [B63) [IAL)

piy [e6o7 021Xap MaN

apImaleIs

6251-866 (S0S)

"SUBDIXO MON
9WODUI-MO| 0} S|BJIJ] puUB dIIAIS JoLI ‘9dIApR
|eba| sopinoad auidjpy suoydajal spimalels

02IX3 M3 SS920Y MET

SI3PIAOLJ SDIAIRS [B6T |IAID




G abed

"'sawoy J1ay3 buisol uonelodio)

o) bianb -
“9u enbienbnqly | /988792 (S0S) JO YSH 1B SJoumoawoy Jo4 uoneiussaidal 10a41q| Aempeolg Yyinos pauun

"USWIOM
opImalels 20S0-v¥2 (S09%) J10J sanunyioddo 918910 01 SUOIILIOR||0D
9AI1B3JD pue |2Jeasal ‘me| ybnouyl SHIOM

191us) me
S,USWOA\ 1SOMUIN0S

"Alop(e ay Jo 900

0412w anbuanb -
1 nqlv |00€2-592 (S0S) Spasu pue swiajgoid 8yl Joj uonejussaidal [ebo MmeT] suazi|) Joluss

‘sjuaJed uoa] pue
apImalels 10l L-##2 (S0S) | ‘uoneanpa ‘ssaussajawoy ‘diysueipientd Buipnjou
42noA pue uaJpjiyd ysu-1e 01 SAIIAIBS |eBg| IAID

v usJpjiyod 104
saoIAIeS |eba snsebad

‘sloulw paluedwoddeun pue
opIMale]1S €201-2+2 (S0S)| ‘siovees wnjhse ‘uonenodsp 01 anp uoneledss
Buloey sjueIBIWL] SWODUI-MO| 0} dduelsisse [ebe

J91ud) meT]
1UeIBIWIW] 0DIX3\ MBN

"paAlastopun pue Jood syl Bunoedun swajqo.d
ay3 01 suonnjos oedwi ybiy 10} $81BI0APY

opImalels 08€1-659 (S09) poesa|ddy 0dIXajy MeN

SJ9PIAOIG SIIAIRS BB IAID



