
Salt Cedar Management In The Middle Rio Grande 

Socorro Soil & Water  
Conservation District 



Invasive 
Destroys Native Habitat 
Uses & Wastes Water 
Extreme Fire Danger 
Causes saline soils 

Whats The Big Deal? 



“These plants contain salt that they deposit through 
their leaves.  Other riparian species are unable to 
survive the salty conditions and Saltcedar can then 
become the only plant growing in an area.  Some reports 
show that one acre of Saltcedar can use 7.7 acre feet of 
water a year (2.8 million gallons).” 
 
-Colorado Weed Management Association  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cwma.org/images/weeds/salt-cedar-inset.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cwma.org/SaltCedar.html&h=216&w=310&tbnid=AfEZ0Xh9M-tStM:&tbnh=160&tbnw=230&usg=__mboCa1czsDWOwj-7AycNR-za148=&vet=1&docid=Nnm6WIqgi7mMOM&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiglurf34HWAhWQ-lQKHfA_AZIQ9QEIKjAA
















Ok, so it’s bad.  How do we eradicate it? 

Biological Control 
Chemical Control 
Mechanical Control 



Biological Control  

The Salt cedar bug (diorhabda elongata  spp.) 

Now widely spread throughout the entire state. 

Defoliates trees, but hasn’t caused significant mortality. 

Stunts growth, slows reproduction. 

Helps, but is not a solution. 
 



Chemical Control  

Herbicide from the ground, air, or on stumps. 

Essentially pointless now that the Salt cedar bug is established. 

Herbicide cannot enter the tree in sufficient quantities due to defoliation. 

Bugs are fatally sensitive to herbicide. 
 



Mechanical Control 



 Extract, Pile, Burn 





 Extract & Mulch 





Remove & Root Plow 



Remove & Root Plow 
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