For the public webcast please tune in at www.nmlegis.gov.

Legislative Education Study Committee
Rio Rancho Public Schools Administration Building
500 Laser Rd NE
Rio Rancho, New Mexico 87124
October 14-16, 2026

Wednesday, October 14

9:00 (1)

Call to Order, Introductions, and Approval of October Agenda and September
Minutes.

9:05 (2) Community Welcome. Robert W. Dodd, Ed.D., Superintendent, Rio Rancho
Public Schools (RRPS)

10:00 (3)  Access to Student Extracurriculars (“Big 4” Presentation). Robert W. Dodd,
Ed.D., Superintendent, Rio Rancho Public Schools (RRPS); Gabriella Duran
Blakey, Ed.D., Superintendent, Albuquerque Public Schools (APS); Christine E.
Griffin, Ed.D., Superintendent, Santa Fe Public Schools; Ignacio Ruiz,
Superintendent, Las Cruces Public Schools

11:00 (4)  Arts, Physical Education, and Libraries. Conor L. Hicks, Senior Policy Analyst,
LESC; Amanda DeBell, Deputy Secretary of Teaching, Learning, and Innovation,
Public Education Department (PED); Sheri Jett, Chief Academic Officer, APS

12:00 Lunch.

1:00 (5) Strengthening the Skilled Workforce Pipeline: RioTECH & Central New Mexico
Community College (CNM) Transportation Technology Tour. RRPS; CNM

3:30  (6) Public Comment.

4:00 Recess.

Thursday, October 15
9:00 (7) Teacher Workload. Annie Armatage, Senior Policy Analyst II, LESC; Allison
Muncie, Third-Grade Bilingual Teacher, El Camino Real Academy, SFPS and
Former Teacher on Special Assignment, LESC
10:30  (8) Long-Term Financial Planning. Daniel Estupifian, Senior Fiscal Analyst II,

LESC; Yvonne Garcia, Deputy Secretary of Student Support Services, Public
Education Department (PED); Sara Cordova, Senior Manager of the School
Budget Bureau, PED; John Binnert, Executive Director, Cottonwood Classical
Preparatory School

10/13/26

Public comment may be sent to lesc@nmlegis.gov. Public comment is also scheduled on the committee agenda; however,
the time listed is approximate and public comment may begin earlier or later depending on the committee’s progress through
the agenda. If you require special accommodations to attend and participate in any scheduled Legislative Education Study
Committee meeting, such as an American Sign Language interpreter or reader, please contact Alonzo Baca at 505-986-4591
at least five (5) working days prior to a scheduled meeting.
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http://www.nmlegis.gov/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82422080419

12:00 Lunch.

1:00 (9) Bilingual Policy and Proficiency. Evan Chavez, Policy Analyst, LESC; Korina
Cordova, Coordinator of Bilingual and Equity, Carlsbad Municipal School
District

2:30  (10) FY28 Budget Considerations. Daniel Estupifian, Senior Fiscal Analyst II, LESC

4:00 (11) Potential Committee Endorsed Legislation Proposals. John Sena, Director,
LESC

4:30 Recess.

Friday, October 16

9:00 (12) Director’s Report. John Sena, Director, LESC

e Newsletter

9:30  (13) High Quality Literacy Instruction Act Implementation Update. Marit
Andrews, Principal Policy Analyst, LESC; Annie Armatage, Senior Policy
Analyst II, LESC; Severo Martinez, Director, Literacy and Humanities
Bureau, PED; Denise Beutel, Ph.D., Manager, Educator Pathways Bureau,
PED

10:30 (14) STEM Innovation Network Update. Wanda Bulger Tamez, Ph.D., Executive
Director, New Mexico STEM Innovation Network, New Mexico State
University; Clint Weckerly, Northeast Hub Regional Director, New Mexico
Highlands University; Crystal Gallegos, CTE Coordinator, Jemez Mountain
Public Schools; Ryan Labbe, General Manager, Tyler Technology New Mexico;
Soraya Gollop, Ph.D., Director of Project ECHO, University of New Mexico

11:30  (15) Basic Needs Consortium. Sarita Cargas, DPhil., Director, New Mexico Basic
Needs Consortium and Professor at the University of New Mexico (UNM);
Alejandra Villalobos Melendez, Ed.D., Director of Strategic Initiatives and
Research, UNM Taos; Benjamin Tobias, Manager of Student Basic Needs, CNM

12:30 Adjourn.
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