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Objectives

▪ Discuss how to read the General Appropriation Act (GAA) as it relates 

to education funding.

▪ Discuss the connection between the GAA and the “high-level.”

▪ Discuss the impacts of legislative appropriations on school district and 

charter school funding.

▪ Review major appropriations from the 2026 legislative session.
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Reading the 2026 GAA

▪ The LESC Post-Session Memo 

contains an abbreviated guide to 

reading the GAA (Appendix B, page 

42).

▪ It contains page numbers (and 

digitally, links) to specific sections of 

the GAA.
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Section 4: Subsection I, Other Education

▪ This section begins on page 136 of the GAA and includes the Public Education 

Department’s (PED) operational budget and special appropriations, appropriations to 

Regional Education Cooperatives, and appropriations to the Public Schools Facilities 

Authority (PSFA). 
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Section 4: Subsection K, Public School Support

▪ This section begins on page 178 and includes the state equalization guarantee (SEG), which flows 

directly to school districts and charter schools, as well as categorical appropriations. 
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Section 4: Subsection K, Public School Support

6

For FY27, appropriations to the SEG 

were made in both the GAA and 

another bill. These numbers don’t 

align as the $36 million for 

compensation is not in the GAA, 

though the high-level reflects all 

funding to the SEG.

• FY27 preliminary unit value: $7,117.10 

• $240 increase from FY26 final unit 

value
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Additional SEG Appropriations (FY27) 

▪ During the 2026 session, 

Laws 2026, Chapter 69 

(Senate Bill 151), 

appropriated funding to the 

SEG to fund compensation 

increases for public school 

personnel.

▪ This funding does not 

appear in the GAA but does 

appear in the “high-level.”
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Connections to Funding 
Formula
▪ The SEG distributes funds to school 

districts and charter schools using 

student characteristics.

▪ The formula does not generate funds 

itself; it only distributes existing 

legislative appropriations.

▪ The formula largely does not require 

school districts and charter schools to 

spend their SEG allocations on 

particular uses.
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Impact on School Districts

▪ How all these factors impact school districts and charter schools 

varies. Below is a sample of some funding formula factors.
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District/Charter
Total 

Membership

Total Special 

Education Units

Final Bilingual 

Program 1hr 

Units

Final Bilingual 

Program 2hr 

Units

Final Bilingual 

Program 3Hr 

Units

Total Size 

Adjustment 

Program Units

At-Risk Units
Grand Total 

Program Cost

Per MEM Program 

Cost

ARTESIA 4,568.398 1,253.800 4.540 32.335 0.000 44.695 430.063 $47,978,810.91 $10,502.33 

AZTEC 2,648.613 806.650 0.000 0.000 0.000 289.302 301.608 $29,661,557.92 $11,198.90 

DEMING 5,791.451 1,533.750 0.000 6.500 293.625 287.402 1,020.635 $71,176,345.39 $12,289.90 

ESPAÑOLA 3,173.630 1,251.500 89.250 65.250 19.375 138.355 409.160 $39,864,807.17 $12,561.26 

PEÑASCO 321.318 123.000 14.165 1.335 0.000 267.532 43.602 $5,854,364.03 $18,219.84 

SOCORRO 1,388.115 489.450 0.000 0.000 0.000 274.188 221.850 $17,751,312.66 $12,788.07 

ZUNI 1,279.348 277.450 37.375 54.000 0.000 493.504 258.279 $18,964,211.01 $14,823.34 



Legislative Education Study Committee

Performance Measures in the GAA

▪ The GAA also contains 

performance measures 

submitted by PED to the 

Department of Finance 

and Administration (DFA) 

and to the Legislative 

Finance Committee (LFC).

▪ These measures are used 

by LFC in its quarterly 

agency report cards.
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Section 5: Special Appropriations

▪ Special appropriations, often 

referred to as “below-the-line” 

are non-recurring and can 

come from various sources 

and funds.

▪ These appropriations go 

directly to PED and are 

awarded to school districts 

and charter schools based on 

statutory requirements or 

based on PED-established 

application processes.
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Section 5: Special Appropriations
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Section 9: Public Education Reform Fund

▪ Section 9, which begins on page 244 of the GAA, includes appropriations for the government results and 

opportunity expendable trust fund and the public education reform fund, which span multiple fiscal years. 

Each subsection of Section 9 indicates which fiscal year it is intended for.
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Major FY27 Appropriations

▪ $36 million: 1 percent compensation increase; 

▪ $73.2 million: 80/20 health insurance requirement; 

▪ $29 million: Reading and math interventions; 

▪ $35 million: Career and technical education pilot program; 

▪ $15.3 million: Three-year appropriation for high-impact tutoring; and

▪ $20 million: Out-of-school time programs. 
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Questions?
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