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* Originally issued in 1710 to Cristobal de la Serna
» Grant purchased by Diego Romero in 1724

 “Partitioned” twice after Diego Romero’s death in 1745 and in
1764

* Jose Romero (Diego Romero’s grandson) petitioned alcalde to
to confirm land after documents were lost in the Comanche
raids

» Confirmed by Governor Don Juan Bautista de Anza in 1787
» Confirmed by the Court of Private Land Claims in 1892
 Surveyed in 1894

 Patented in 1903 for 22,232.57 acres
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HJM 1 (2018) — The Problem

In 1941, the Taos County Assessor undertook a “reassessment survey”

Resulted in a map in which the parcels were drawn as “three-foot-wide strips, called
“Iineas”, some of which extended up to five miles from the valley floor to the top of
Picuris Peak

“[Rlesemblele] spaghetti, flat tree rings
or ?1 ball of string after a cat has played
with it”

Lineas create land management issues
for most land uses

Proper valuation /ineas is infeasible
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HJM 1 (2018) — The Reguest

« “[R]esearch the history and legal basis for the creation of the 1941 plat map for
the Cristobal de la Serna land grant-merced; and...

* [D]evelop a proposal for how the property titles and boundaries for the land
may be rationalized”

* Include the following stakeholders:
« Tax and Revenue Department
* Board of County Commissioners of Taos County
» Taos County Assessor’s Office

e (Cristobal de la Serna Land Grant-Merced
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— HJM 1 Report to the Interim Committee ——

The Report discusses the Stakeholders’ work in response to the requests of HIM 1
and highlights the problems, needs, and next steps, including requests for this
Committee

Land Grant State Actions Problems and Next Steps, Needs
History Pre-HJM 1 Solutions and Requests

Provides brief history Identifies governmental Summarizes what the Concludes with
of CDLS Land Grant- actions prior to the Stakeholders have identifying the
Merced. issuance of HJM 1, identified as the core funding and policy

including statutory problems and needs to continue with
changes supporting solutions. project.

increasing land grant'’s

authority.
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Stakeholder Participation

* 4 meetings between September 11, 2025,
and July 23, 2026, of the full Stakeholder

group

» Stakeholders named in HJM 1 plus Taos
Planning and Zoning Department and
Taos County Clerk’s Office

« Numerous meetings with individual
stakeholders

» Research at County Assessor’s Office and
State Records and Archives

(Extra special Thank You to the Taos Soil and Water Conservation District for the use of their conference room/)
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. QUITCLAIM DEED

® S " MAXIMINO TRUJILLO, Widower of JOSSIE TRUJILLO, whose . .
I I l [ \ [ I ] . address is 2613 Oakland, Pueblo, Colorado 81004, MAX E, ~ .*
o TRUJI'LLO,‘,JR. whose address is 2909 Aster, Pueblo, Colorado

81005, FLOYD E. TRUJILLO, whose address is 2840 Aster. Pueblo,
Colorado 81005, ALEX I. TRUJILLO, whose address ls 3509 White

Ljﬂeas are unidentifiable i Pine Courﬁ, Pue}:lo, Colorado 81004, VIRGINIA D. SANéﬁE‘z': théé_, : "

address 'is 2724 East Orman, Puéblo, Colorado 81004, JOE B.

TRUJILLO, whose addre:.s's is 2501 CQium'bine, Pueblo, Colorado -

Lineas were intended for taxation purposes

' 81004 and DENNIS F. TRUJILLO, whose address is 2613 Oakland,

- Pueblo, Colorado 81004, for consideration paid, quitclaim their. ‘

Ljﬂeas are inCOHSiStent With the prOtECtionS under the g equal undi’vid_éd interests to MANUEL P, erUJILLO, whose addresg‘_'.:.

is ‘Pc_':st Office Box 207, Ranchos de Taos, New Mexico 87557, in

Treaty Of Guadalupe Hidalgo . and to ‘the foll?wlng de‘scri.bed real gstaée in Taf:s County., New‘_

Capital outlay funds limit CDLS’s purchasing power C mmee g v e

‘North with the Public Road, o
South with the top of the Picuris, :

Lineas limit improvements and restrict land use ek ety o e el cumaore,

West with Ranchos de Taos.

" Norte: Con el Camino Publico,

History Of bad faith and land loss " ggféngg? éinsfaiﬁﬁagiapéiuﬁgl Alex Gu.sdor‘f, | -

Possibility that not all heirs were included in the 1941
survey
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Lineas Solutions

Conduct a survey to identify current boundaries
Conduct a title history of the approximately 1,200 parcels within the /ineas area
Prioritize parcels for re-establishing the common lands

State and/or county level moratorium to pause development

Challenge surveys

Statutory language clarifying survey requirements
Eminent domain condemnation

Incentives for selling /ineasto CDLS

Zoning overlays
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Funding Requests:

Signage, Fencing,

Surveyor
- and Boundary Support Staff °
Services Markers PP Incentives

Will likely be required Once a survey is To relieve the burdens For CDLS to purchase
for any proposed completed, the on Taos County and the /ineas at more

solution: couldibe boundaries need to be assist in processing competitive rates and
contracted through the identified to prevent property cards and encourage heirs to
NMLGC or directly ongoing encroachment. historical data. voluntarily consolidate
through CDLS. lineas properties.

Estimated cost: Estimated cost: Estimated cost: Estimated cost:
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Policy Requests:

. , Amendment .
Waiver of DFA’s
Renewed Regarding Survey Moratorium on

Memorial Requirements Requirements Development

Issue another memorial Statutory waiver of Statutory language that Issue a state level
documenting progress, DFA's property prevents surveyors from moratorium preventing

importance of issue, and acquisition requirements relying on tax deed development within the
need for funding; to allow CDLS to offer descriptions within the lineas while additional
alternatively, set up a competitive pricing for lineas properties. research and surveying

Task Force. lineas acquisition. is completed.
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Registared Profussional
Enginasr and Land Survayor

3 fiue and comest copy of the planctable survey
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Example of 1941 Tax Reassessment Survey Mapsheet dep




PROPERTY RECORD-— _—- - - SHezr No 4357
see. No w20 gar BB oo per o2 & ownerAlfredoRomero - . camone /A
Subbr No L MipNo_ 15 TeacrNo- /7 acmes0.982 aporess_Panchos de Tros, New Kexico

Ciry. EXSotpisn—__ HEAD OF FAMILY. DU o | 4 SE—
se === < AND COMPUTATIONS~ r

TOTAL ASED 1948 18%0 1954

¥ id wEo —— — e ——
L 10N L y 1
| CLASBIFICATION VMR acars | vaeur | acnes | vawe | acens acres | vaLve

lerigited, et ... LK | Ae3-l 0,147

“|* [ Orchard ...

Pastuce
Waste Land !
Commercial Timber ........

" Total -
. " ApIEIRLD
VALUE ‘

- Prank Gonseles °  |yow:No - Block — |"W
- Public-Road - |- Addition: -

APPRA 5ED |, ASBESSED ASSESSED YEAR VALUE

$. ... PublicRoad. . . | -cuussricamion | cowstRucTion | Jewm | O el e v | OVAWE | Tagez | 1eas | 1smo | tese
LB .- . e - . S [ - 5 : I |
Yarens s e ' 1 b oo ! 3 |
-Marcos Romero .- . [RSEE oo EETEEE _
; TP rTY I W—— P | = el —y ]
1

BUILDINGS

St Tr 16
" " Public Road

W "Tr, 16 - Marcos Romero
_o e, 22« Frook Gomales’
* Remarks:_- . oAy | Camp Groand ..o .. f
Toundation: Mud and Bock - [ Awrmest 3
_Pipdohs  ud plaster _ |Serc -

;ﬂoaf;:'.___ D Gas Station

Garage (business)

‘Fence o =

TOTAL

Example of Taos County Assessor Property Card

Draughtsmen, clerks, Office of New Mexico Re-
Assessment Survey, Tax Commission, December 1941
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First page of 1903 patent from
the United States to CDLS
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Shown on the following 4 sheets are 53 parcels that were conveyed by Bertha Gusdorf and daughters to the Taos Valley Irrigated

Orchards Company on November 20, 1924, The
shaded ones are "Lineas" that extend to Picuris Peak
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Complied by Chris A. Chavez New Mexico Professional Land Survey #12793
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Example of Territorial Land Survey, LLC’s analysis
of /ineas consolidation through property card and

quiet title research
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Sketch map from Surveyor General Report 158, with overlay
provided by Territorial Land Surveying, LLC showing land
ownership with immediate heirs of Diego Romero
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AVISO | NOTICE

De Asesoramiento

Aviio ®1 por it dade a todo dushc de propieded
tasabls, Guw ol priocipier of prem del g tendrkn gue
ocurre & beosr s cbdules por ol she coriemts de 1941 ¥
triarwtidon teadrba que ool wn perions 3 mi ofciha:

Dhctrites 1-2.3-4.20. 12 20090219 sk adwadider an
l-‘nﬁﬁummi-hﬁ-i--q-ﬂnm;!-r
1 chduai y pare que propuecty feddes eclemer wa
e tome caberat de femia o como rrbteraocr dae
lnﬂ'-r‘ugmﬂ:phlmwk reclamen  #o
p_“.vhhu-im_hﬂlmhhmﬁm
b,

Tamdbiie wbvarsn b pena de 15 por cleste que pot
ohrids o segligeecls tendrds que pager of o Besar dichas
enchidar,

Felipe S. Ortega

ASESOR DEL CONDADO DE TADS

Spanish and English versions of notice in January 9, 1941
edition of The Taoseno newspaper announcing the 1941
Reassessment Survey



Questions

Enrique Romero
Division Director & Assistant Attorney General
Guadalupe Hidalgo Treaty Division

eromero@nmdoj.gov




	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16

