
The Role of Middle School in 
Setting Students Up to Succeed

Ernie Pyle Middle School (APS)- Stacia Duarte
Garfield Middle School (APS)- Joshua LaClair
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Ernie Pyle Middle School 
Principal: Stacia Duarte

538 Students
● 227 English Language Learner Students
● 520 Hispanic Students
● 4 African American Students
● 8 White/Caucasian Students
● 4 Native American Students
● 166 Students with an IEP
● 14 Students in the Gifted Program
● 538 Free/Reduced Lunch
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Preparing Confident Learners at EPMS 

❖ Active Engagement of Students and Families

❖ Community Schools- Supporting the Whole Child and Family

❖ Focus on Relationships

3



Supporting Middle School Students and their Families

❖ Active Engagement of Students and Families
➢ Enrichment Opportunities 
➢ Schoolwide Literacy 
➢ Tutoring
➢ Family Engagement
➢ Community Events
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Supporting Middle School Students and their Families

❖ Community Schools- Supporting the Whole Child and 
Family
➢ Community needs assessment/survey
➢ Community partnerships 
➢ Food pantry and clothing closet
➢ Uniform and shoe vouchers
➢ School supplies and backpacks
➢ Community mentors and community experiences
➢ Adult Education
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Supporting Middle School Students and their Families
Focus on Relationships
➢ Social Emotional Learning embedded into instruction
➢ Cultural Responsiveness
➢ Restorative Practices

■ Value of relationships
■ Student success center, saturday school

➢ Trauma-Informed Instruction
■ Thriving Students with Southwest Family Guidance Center

➢ Inclusive practices
■ Dual language school
■ LGBTQ safe zones
■ Inclusion for students with learning differences
■ School-wide enrichment opportunities

➢ SLCs (Small Learning Communities) 9



Garfield Middle School 
Assistant Principal Joshua LaClair

360 Students
● 82 English Language Learner Students
● 319 Hispanic Students
● 5 African American Students
● 20 White/Caucasian Students
● 11 Native American Students
● 110 Students with an IEP
● 17 Students in the Gifted Program
● 360 Free/Reduced Lunch
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Preparing Middle School Students for Life

● Habits of Mind

● Dream big as career preparation

● Restorative practices and relationships
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Implications for policy and legislature

● Not a “junior high”
○ Focus on social emotional growth and mindsets 
○ Less focus on content requirements but maintain academic rigor

● Sustainable funding and structures for community school model 
○ Redefining family engagement

● Funding and structures to support restorative practices communities
○ Lower class sizes

● Sustainable funding for career exploration, the arts and technology
● Structures that engage families and provide personalized learning
● Middle school endorsement

○ Creating educators ideally equipped to be positive role models for a unique age
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Thank you!

Questions?
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