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Welcome 



Overview and History
100 Years of State and Federal Policy

Curriculum
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center



Indigenous Wisdom Curriculum 
Project Team

Lead Curriculum Development/Writing Team
• Azella Humetewa (Kewa Pueblo)
• Dr. Christine Sims (Acoma Pueblo)
• Dr. Glenabah Martinez (Taos Pueblo, Navajo)
• Dr. Natalie Martinez (Laguna Pueblo)

Program Manager and Program Assistant
• Shannon M. Romero (Cochiti Pueblo, Kewa, Navajo)

• Brianna Fragua (Jemez Pueblo)



Goals of the Curriculum

• The curriculum will help K-12 teachers educate 
their students about the factors and conditions 
that shaped key relationships: 

government-to-government;

community-to-community; 

culture-to-culture, 

and person-to-person, throughout historical 
periods of turmoil and peaceful coexistence. 



Goals of the Curriculum

• This resource will guide instruction that enhances 
self-esteem and identity, encourages guidance by 
ethical considerations, acknowledges concern for 
others, and incorporates an overall global 
perspective. 

• To promote Indigenous students and their 
teachers to become intellectually aware of the 
critical roles of Pueblo People in exercising agency 
as they meet (and continue to meet) the 
imposition and challenges of federal and state 
policies upon sovereign tribal entities.



The Context of the Curriculum

• The curriculum serves as a counter-narrative to 
the presentation of the history of New Mexico 
presented in our schools today.

• At the center of the curriculum are concepts and 
core values that have operated as vehicles for 
resistance, emancipation, and transformation for 
Pueblo people as part of maintaining our cultural 
integrity and exercise of sovereignty, all in the 
face of colonizing measures taken by Spain, 
Mexico, and the United States. 



Elementary School Writers



ELEMENTARY School: 8 
Lessons



MIDDLE SCHOOL 
CURRICULUM WRITERS



MIDDLE School: 10 Lessons



HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM 
WRITERS



High School: 27 Lessons



Controversial & Sensitive Topics

Commemoration and Controversy (Glenabah
Martinez: https://youtu.be/e5_w6bd4F-w

How Does History Choose to Who Honor 
Dr. Natalie Martinez :
https://youtu.be/xoyOWdBUj2M

Spanish Explorers 
Dr. Christine Sims:
https://youtu.be/9b4D6jxx7Ag

https://youtu.be/e5_w6bd4F-w
https://youtu.be/xoyOWdBUj2M
https://youtu.be/9b4D6jxx7Ag


Where can I get the IWC?

• https://indianpueblo.org/indigenous-wisdom-
curriculum-project/

https://indianpueblo.org/indigenous-wisdom-curriculum-project/


New Projects

• Updating 2014 Curriculum
• State wide training opportunity June 2021
• Developing 12 new Units (July 2020-May 2021)



Provided PD’s to following 
Schools/Districts
• Albuquerque Public Schools (2018-on going)
• Bernalillo Public Schools
• Santa Fe Public Schools
• Los Alamos (Including Secretary Steinhaus IED 

committee/School Board)
• Penasco School District
• Dulce School District



Indigenous Wisdom Curriculum 
Contacts

IPCC IWC Program Management 
Shannon Romero-Cultural Education Specialist
shromero@indianpueblo.org
505-212-7060
Brianna Frugua-IPCC Program Assistant
bfragua@unm.edu
Indigenous Wisdom Lead Presenters
Azella Humetewa
zell87052@gmail.com
Dr. Christine Sims
Csims@unm.edu
Dr. Glenabah Martinez
glenie@unm.edu
Dr. Natalie Martinez
nataliecmtz@gmail.com

mailto:Specialist-shromero@indianpueblo.org
mailto:bfragua@unm.edu
mailto:zell87052@gmail.com
mailto:glenie@unm.edu


• https://indianpueblo.org/indigenous-wisdom-curriculum-
downloads-2/

https://indianpueblo.org/indigenous-wisdom-curriculum-downloads-2/


Thank you.
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