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Colonias Infrastructure Act 
• Created by the 2010 Legislature with an effective date of July 1, 2011 

• The Act establishes the 12-member Colonias Infrastructure Board 

• The Act earmarks a portion annual Senior Severance Tax Bond 
proceeds for a variety of infrastructure projects 

• First STB distribution was made available 2012, and ten application 
cycles have been completed to date: 
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Colonias Infrastructure Board 

•· B0.ard:is_com.prised of 12 members 
> 7 voting members 

> 5 advisory, non-voting members 

• Voting board members 
> Secretary of the Department of Finance and Administration 

> Secretary of the Environment Department 

> Chief Executive Officer of the NM Finance Authority 

> Four members appointed by Legislative Leaders 
. •. : President Pro Tempore of the Senate (M~ry Kay P~pen) 

• Minority Leader of the Senate (Doug Moore) 

• Speaker of the House ( Orlando Antonio Carrillo-Jimenez) 

• Minority Leader of the House (Mary Helen Garcia) 
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Colonias Infrastructure Board 

• Advis.ocy, non-voting members include the Executive 
directors of the following organizations 
> South Central Council of Governments (Jay Armijo) 

> Southwest New Mexico Council of Governments 
(Priscilla Lucero) 

> Southeastern New Mexico Economic Development 
District (Dora Batista) 

> New Mexico Counties (Steve Kopelman) 

>; New· ·Mexico Mortgage Finance Authority (Isidoro 
Hernandez) 
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~· · Colonias Infrastructure Board 
Collllllittees· 

•· Plil!~Ya.nt;t_o the Act, the .Boa~d-meets at le~st quarterly 
• Committees meet approximately six times per year 
• Policy Committee recommends changes to: 

> Board Rules 
> Policies 
> By-Laws 

• Project Review Committee 
> Vets project recommendations 

• Each Committee is comprised of 3 voting members and all 
nqn~vqting.members 

"-~ :~~ffifo~ :~~B~~f~n~~s11:~~~!~:'i}~!:,e! )>~li~j~sed 
by a multi-agency Project Management Team 
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Program Responsibilities 

• Duties of the Board 
> Promulgate rules 

governing acceptance, 
evaluation and 
prioritization of 
applications 

> Policy setting 
> Project prioritization and 

recommendations 
> Requests for 

-l!etPn$ide.ration 
> Oversight of Project 

Management Team 

• Duties of the NMFA 
> Provide staff support to the 

Board 

> Administer the project fund 

> Process, review and evaluate 
applications 

> Determine terms and 
conditions for financial 
assistance 

> Administer qualified 
projects that receive 
financial assistance 

6 



~ 

-~ i~ -~---·· 
~==-- -- =---~ -------------

Colonias Infrastruc·ture Ac.t 
> A rural community with a population of 25,000 or less located 

within 150 miles of the United States-Mexico border that: 
• Has been designated a Colonia by the municipality due to: 

o Lack of potable water; 
o Lack of adequate sewage systems; 
o lack of decent, safe and sanitary housing; 
o Has been in existence as a Colonia prior to November 1990; 

· Colonia communities must provide documentation to the Colonias 
Infrastructure Board that supports the designation by the 
municipality or county. 

> There are 171 Colonias within NM's 12 southern-most counties 
> Th~~J\ct al}()ws_.funding to be used for a variety of infrastructure 

projects: 
o Water o Road 
o Wastewater o Housing 
o Solid Waste Disposal o Flood Control 
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Broad Project Eligibility 
• El.igible Project 
11~•~P~I>fm out:1ay-profect s1erect~d,5y tlie'boarttfor'r.nanaa1 

assistance that is primarily to develop colonias infrastructure, 
and may include a water system, a wastewater system, solid 
waste disposal facilities, floor and drainage control, roads and 
housing infrastructure, but does not include general 
operation and maintenance, equipment, housing allowance 
payments or mortgage subsidies:' 

>t"a.courify, municipality or other'entity recognized as a 
political subdivision of the state:' 
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Board Operates with Rules and Policies 

• Rules address 

> Application Process 

> Request of Reconsideration of Board action 

> Interaction with NM Finance Authority Board 

• All other aspects of project prioritization and funding are 
set in policy . . . -
~~F'Wii - .d - ·- , . d b . ., .d -d· . . . ~ Po.rl'c-ies1provi e that awar · s e provi · ·e · as: 90%· grant / 
10% loan. Loans have a term of 20 years and are made at 
a 0% interest. 
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Funding 
• Funding Timeline ensures efficient use of funds 

>·:·elieltts·provided .four-months·,fr-om approval of award to 
submit readiness to proceed items 

), Clients provided two years to draw funds 

), Loan repayments begin after project is complete 
Current Expenditure Summary 

$0 0 $U,411,965 
~-~ 

35 $0 0 $16,887,736 35 - --
2014 $U,719,8n 37 $0 0 $12,719,Sn 37 $0 100% 0 100% 

~ ~~ ~ ~ 

2015 $15,922,643 28 $0 0 $15,922,643 28 $0 100% 0 100% -- - ~ - -
2016 $11,460,915 13 $0 0 $11,460,915 13 $0 100% 0 100°"" - -- - -- - -
2017 $4,347,476 10 $0 0 $4,347,476 10 $0 100% 0 100% - ~~ ~ ~- ~ ~ 

2018 $9,519,823 17 $0 0 $9,519,823 17 $0 100% 0 100% - -- - - -
2019 $14,671,481 25 $0 0 $14,671,481 25 $6,792,217 54% 19 24% - ~ - - ~ 

2020 $19,996,093 26 $514,000 2 $19,482,093 24 $17,SU,527 11% 25 1% - - - -
2021• $26,667,201 34 $26,667,201 34 $0 0 $26,667,201 0% 34 0% 

$51,271,945,. -
~ 

SUBTOTAL $144,605,205 263 $27,181,201 36 $117,424,004 227 Tl% 78 73% 

•2021 ~~~ was awal'!ied_ on M_ay 20, 2021; current RTP submission deadline _date is October 29, 2021 
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Next Application Cycle: Tillleline 
• Applicant Training (January 2022) 

• On~lli.l.e,:1\pplication begins (January 27, 2022) 

• Application evaluations by Project Management Team (March) 

• Consideration of policy waivers (April) 

• Recommendation for funding (May) 

• Funding Awards by NMFA (June) 

• Training for award recipients (June) 

• Eou-r months to meet award conditions (October) 

• Funding agreements secured thereafter 

• Applicants must demonstrate the ability to timely spend down 
the awards prior to applying for additional funds 11 




