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WIPP’s Mission 
• “Start Clean, Stay Clean” to dispose of up 

to 175,564 m3 of defense transuranic 
(TRU) waste – 100,969 m3 as of 7/30/2022 

• Safely transport waste by truck through 
more than 20 states without serious 
accidents or releases 

• Safely remove TRU waste from DOE sites 
• Safely close, decontaminate, and 

decommission the WIPP site beginning in  
2024 – DOE wants no disposal end date 
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Other repositories are necessary 
for legal and technical reasons 

• WIPP 1979, 1992, 1996 laws 
• Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 1982 & 1987 
• Future waste generation, as there is no 

policy to stop TRU waste production 
• Reduce transportation risks and costs 
• No state, including New Mexico, is willing 

to host the only repository 
• “No plan” for another TRU repository  
     – Ike White, DOE EM-1, 5/17/22 
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DOE Waste Exceeds WIPP limits  



 Petition to Governor Lujan Grisham 
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Governor to DOE Secretary 

 
 

7 



June 27, 2022 DOE to NMED 

“Based on the potential category 
waste stream inventory estimates 
in the 2021 ATWIR, final facility 
closure could begin no earlier 
than CY 2083.” 
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Doubling WIPP’s Underground Capacity 
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    DOE to NMED – July 12, 2022 
“The Permittees object to any inclusion or 
reference to a final facility footprint beyond 
Panels 11 and 12 in the Administrative Record”  
 

 Waste volume to fill doubled capacity 
 “other repositories” 
 “prioritization of generator site 

shipments” 
 and four other issues 
“The C&C Agreement has no current role in 
DOE’s present or future plans for the WIPP.”   
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  Worker Contamination Claims 
As of 07/31/2022 

 Combined Part B (Cancer) & E (Toxics) 
      CLAIMS CASES 
Applications Filed     188    150 * 
Total Compensation Paid           48        42 
 

Total Dollars     $5,595,000 
Total Medical Bills Paid    $1,552,593 
Total Paid       $7,147,593 
 *Applications filed represent 86 unique workers 
 

As of 08/5/2018 
Total Paid       $3,305,600 
 *Applications filed represent 57 unique workers 



Public Asks 
• DOE to openly and regularly discuss plans for 

existing waste, future waste generation, 
surplus plutonium, plutonium pit waste, and 
other repositories 

• NMED Permit renewal limits the time period 
of WIPP disposal operations, improves safety 
requirements, and limits future expansion 

• State officials take actions to ensure that 
WIPP limits are upheld and DOE begins 
siting another TRU waste repository 
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Contact Information 
Don Hancock 
Southwest Research and Information Center 
PO Box 4524 
Albuquerque, NM 87196-4524 
(505) 262-1862 
sricdon@earthlink.net 
www.sric.org 
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