
A Division of the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department

OUR MISSION:

Protect and enhance natural and cultural resources, provide first-class recreational and educational facilities and 
opportunities, and promote public safety to benefit and enrich the lives of visitors.



WHO WE ARE…
   Tied to communities in 

   25 Counties
• 35 parks statewide, including 

19 lakes and 191,586 acres of land 
and water

• Approximately $100 million in fixed 
assets 

• On average 4.75 million visitors per 
year

• 70% of New Mexicans live within 
40 miles of a state park

• State Parks’ visitation positively 
impacts rural economies 
throughout New Mexico.

• 189 FTE, 131 seasonals, in 41 
decentralized locations. Only 26 
FTE in Santa Fe HQ.  



WHAT WE DO…
State Parks are made up of 35 separate entities,  each similar to a small municipality consisting of:

Grounds & Roadways

Public/Private  
Business Partnerships

Buildings & Facilities

Utilities & InfrastructureResource Protection

Vehicles & Equipment

Public Education

Economic Development

Public Safety



State Parks Land Ownership 

Federal

Federal/State

Municipal/State

County/State

Federal/State/Local/Private

State Parks

State (multiple)

NM DGF

Private/State

Private



Park & Community Partnerships
Diverse Federal, State, & Local Partners



State Park 
Fees
• Day Use: $5 per vehicle

• Camping:
• Primitive - $8
• Developed - $10
• Developed w/utility - 

$14
• Full utility - $18

• Annual Day Use Pass: $40

• Annual Camping Pass:
• Resident - $180
• Senior - $100
• NM Resident Disabled 

- $100
• Out of State - $225
• Replacement - $10

• Most Park Fees Have Not 
Changed in the last 25 years. 
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Visitation, Revenue, & Expenditures  
Fiscal Year 2023

Visitation Revenue Expenses







Park Improvements



Historical Restoration



Boat Access



Public Access



Universal Access



Recovery



• Storrie Dam had its origin in the 1909 application to appropriate waters from the 
Gallinas River for the construction of what was called the Sanguijuela Project.  

• The Camfield Development Company started work on the project, which fell 
through due to financial difficulties. 

• In 1916, contractor Robert Storrie began work on a 1,400-foot-long earth fill dam 
across the Gallinas River north of Las Vegas in order to provide irrigation water 
for neighboring vegetable farms. 

• Financial problems as well as labor shortages due to wartime conditions plagued 
the project until its completion in 1921. Farmers also failed to produce the 
anticipated crops due to harsh and unpredictable weather. 

• The Storrie Lake Water User’s Association assumed management in 1944 and 
currently manages the use of Storrie Lake for irrigation and other agricultural 
related purposes. 

Storrie Dam
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• House Bill 191 in the state legislature created SLSP on May 9, 1959. The New Mexico 
legislature also appropriated $50,000 for capital outlay, to accomplish surveys, basic 
improvements and acquisition of land.  

• The State Park Commission, bought 82.28 acres on June 30, 1959 from Mr. Ben Lingnau at 
$25.00 per acre, totaling $2,057. 

• On June 30, 1959, the San Miguel County Game Protective Association issued to the State 
Park Commission a quitclaim deed for 1.96 acres (with a reversionary clause).  This 
resulted in the Commission owning 84.24 acres, in one consolidated block.  

• On June 9, 1959 the Storrie Lake Water User’s Association made an agreement with the 
Commission for a 25-year term, giving to the Commission at no cost the surface rights of 
the lake for recreational purposes (with a reversionary clause). This included the use of 
the land from the surface of the lake to the 6,601-foot contour.  

Storrie Lake State Park  





• Currently the State Park’s Division is operating under a 1-year lease agreement. July 1, 
2023 – June 30, 2024. 

• There is an inter-Department agreement that enables the New Mexico Forestry Division to 
have a District office located within the State Park boundary. 

Storrie Lake State Park  

















Thank You for Your Support!    
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