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What I’ll cover

1. Accuracy in law
a. The 7th Amendment of the Constitution
b. Timeline for creation of the Medical Malpractice act/ PCF - 1976 to present

2. Accuracy in facts & research:
a. National doctor shortage 
b. Punitives - who is paying them and why? 
c. Patient control over jury/settlement v. OSI PCF quasi insurance agency (“lump sum”)
d. Attorneys fees

3. Solutions that don’t endanger the public
a. Stop scaring doctors away
b. Compete for doctors with the country: Quality of life and pay (loan forgiveness)
c. Increase patient safety - decrease medical malpractice
d. Regulate insurance industry and private equity to decrease harm to patients/med mal
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Accuracy in Law: The 7th Amendment to the Constitution 
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Is there a doctor shortage? Of course, but what data is correct? 

LFC (nonpartisan data): 40% of need met in NM, need 200 primary care doctors

HRSA (federal agency):  NM is in median for doctors per capita

NM Medical Board:  Slight increases in past 3 years (LHHS presentation 11/5/25)

Physicians Advocacy Institute (made up of medical society CEOs/Board Members):  2019-2024, lost 248 doctors 

Unknowns:  Licensed physicians have increased, but we don’t know from day to day how 
many doctors are actually providing healthcare in NM - no data on this (locum tenens, 
telehealth from doctors out of state, VA & IHS doctors, etc.)
Question: What we do know is - like the rest of the country - we’re waiting to see a doctor.

Accuracy in facts and research:
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https://www.kff.org/

2024 population 2024 total 
physicians

# of physicians per 
10k population

state med mal cap

Idaho 2,001,619 3,618 18 $250k with COLA (~$490k)

Texas 31,290,831 67,516 22 $250K, aggregate of $500k, no cap for economic 
damages

Arizona 7,582,384 18,052 24 Jury decides - no caps

Minnesota 5,793,151 18,419 32 Jury decides - no caps

New Mexico 2,130,256 6,340 30 $750k for indep docs, $5.5m for hospitals.
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Doctor numbers 
compared to medical 
malpractice caps and 
laws.

https://www.kff.org/medicare/how-many-physicians-have-opted-out-of-the-medicare-program/


What doctors say brings them to a state:
● 69% Comfortable, enjoyable living environment
● 45% Friends and family live nearby
● 39% Relative value of my specialty
● 34% Climate/Temperature
● 31% Job opportunities
● 24% Malpractice climate and premiums
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● 25% higher rate of patient injury 
than non-private equity 
hospitals (higher rates of 
medical malpractice).

○ increased falls, 
central-line-associated 
bloodstream infections, 
surgical site infections, 
myocardial infarction, 
pneumonia.

● Costs taxpayers more - more 
likely to charge more per 
inpatient day, higher 
cost-to-charge ratios for 
emergency departments, higher 
total cost–to-charge ratios

Although we may need private equity hospitals, we can’t ignore that they are 
contributing to higher rates of injuries to patients/ higher rates of medical 
malpractice. We can and we should regulate them to protect public safety

https://pestakeholder.org/pesp-private-equity-hospital-tracker/#hospital_tracker
file:///Users/juliannakoob/Downloads/PESP_RiskIndex_OnePager_May2024-NewMexico-1.pdf
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https://pestakeholder.org/pesp-private-equity-hospital-tracker/#hospital_tracker
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Source: U.S. Property & Casualty and Title Insurance Industries – 2023 Full Year 
Results, 2024; P/C Insurers Record $9.3 Billion Q1 Underwriting Gain: AM Best, 
Insurance Journal, June 12, 2024.

Insurance Industry profits
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