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Livestock Theft

New Mexico Livestock Board - Robert Alexander

Background

The New Mexico Livestock Board (NMLB) is a long standing law enforcement agency. A significant
portion of its workload is monitor livestock movement. Brand inspections for livestock movement is a
significant part of the Agency workload. As times change, the agency must make adjustments. Some
people like the protection of law enforcement; however, others comment that they would like less
emphasis on law enforcement. Areas with ranches on public lands managed by the Federal agencies
often like to see more protection. Private land ranchers may not see the need for law enforcement.
Beginning in 2017, a number of ranchers in northwestern New Mexico requested more law enforcement
on lands managed by the Forest Service. In 2018, ranchers from southwestern New Mexico were
requesting more law enforcement. Their ranches have mixed land ownership.

Adjustments Made
The NMLB has made adjustments to provide for more emphasis on law enforcement. They include:

* Follow up on reported missing livestock

» Clearing up the records to insure they are current

= Contact with other New Mexico Law Enforcement

* Contact with agricultural contacts and markets in other states.

* Evaluation and dialog on law enforcement in the NMLB

= More road stops

* More patrol in areas with missing livestock

* Added a hot line to report suspicious activity

* Developed articles to educate the public on how to report suspicious activity

Results

On August 29, 2018 NMLB inspector Kenneth Whetham received a report that a shipment of livestock
was believed to be illegal. He had information leading him to believe the cattle originated from the
Guadalupe Mountains of New Mexico and they were headed to San Angelo, Texas. He contacted Shawn
Davis the Area 1 Supervisor for the NMLB. Shawn contacted a Texas Southwest Cattle Raisers Special



Ranger and asked for his assistance. The Ranger put him in contact with the Ranger for the San Angelo
area. The Rangers reported to Davis when the cattle arrived at the San Angelo Auction.

The cattle had no brands or other identifying marks. The cattle had originated from a ranch that was
under a Trichomoniasis quarantine. Texas requested the rancher that owned them return them to New
Mexico. When they arrived at Roswell, 27 head were unloaded. The NMLB photographed each of them
and pulled hair samples so DNA can be matched. The investigation is ongoing, charges are pending.

Future Adjustments

The NMLB is expecting to request additional funding and staff positions to provide for the five “LAW
ENFORCEMENT ROVER” positions and their equipment and training needs.  One Rover will be in each
of the four areas and one will be located in Albuquerque. The Rovers will be full time law enforcement
and be able to travel where the problem is.

The NMLB’s Appropriation request for FY 2020 includes an increase of $1,024,500 from the FY 2019
budget. We will request $896,000 in General funds and $128,500 for the NMLB Fund Balance.



NMLB INSPECTION DISTRICTS
WITH AREAS

_Aztec o ' °
Farnfington -
¥ : ' ' ) ¢ :

SAN JUAN RID ARRIBA Taos

6 S i) [ -

COLFAX 1

]
| 26 ._.0<

. Gallup h
* MCKINLEY SANTA FE
ICK1 L, L
23 °Glants __ilhbllqu nie
BFRNALILLG
ClBOlA _Por s ; &
-'ALENCIQI elen 8 3
- T S TOpNANCE A ciokis
Quemado : | ] = dils J e
s 1 28 | DE BACA . S
. ] ‘ z _ 3 l',v,"’.-_' =
22 Socorro { : g | i
SOLORRO ROOSEVELT _
CATRON- 14 ST LNCO : A

'r > ; . : == 2 —
i - Roswell | : B L
PCHAVES i

—tm—y S0
LS : | 31,

| T "-“I‘- _'
11 Lt

EpDy - Carlshad™
38

~ Truth Or Consequencds
SIERRA o -

21 " ;Al_amogordc': |. _

= oo 4

DONA AN, LS Crucks

10  Antlipny

|:l Areal I: NMLB Districts --1." g
:l Area? ,:l NM Counties
[ ]Area3 —— Highways

[ ]Aread







