
27th Special Operations Wing 
Cannon Air Force Base, NM  

AIR FORCE  
SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND 
Air Commandos… Any P lace, Any Time, Anywhere 



WHO WE ARE… 
27 SOW Mission:  

Execute specialized airpower from a premier  installation 

4,769 
Military  

Personnel 

      650 
DoD Civilians 

552 
Contractors 

TOTAL: 
5,971 



S
O

F 

WHERE WE’VE BEEN… 
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JUN ’29: 
Portair Field 

AUG ’42: Clovis  
Army Air Base 

JUN ‘57:  
Becomes  

Cannon AFB 

FEB ‘59: 27 TFW 
Moves to CAFB 

FEB ‘40:  
LA-27th BG 

FEB ‘51:  
 F-86s  
Arrive 

OCT ‘07: AFSOC 
Gains CAFB 

OUR LEGACIES 
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MAR ’49:  
TX-27th FEW 

AUG ‘57:  
TX-27th FW 

JUN’58:  
TX-27th TFW 

OCT‘07:  
NM-27th SOW 

NOV ‘70:  
Son Tay 

Raid 

APR‘ 80:  
Operation 

EAGLE CLAW 
 DEC ‘89:  
Panama  

OCT ’93: 
Somalia 

JAN ’91: 
Operation 
DESERT 
STORM 

FEB‘ 98:  
Kosovo 

9/ 11 MAR ‘44:  
Operation 
THURSDAY 



WHERE WE’RE GOING… 
OUR INSTALLATION 

MILITARY 
CONSTRUCTION 

 

$82M 

7 Active  
Projects 

C-130 HANGARS 

DUAL BAY C-130 HANGARS 

RPA OPERATIONS CENTER TWO 96-PERSON DORMS & ONE 144 PERSON DORM 

8 Projects 
In Design 

$109M 

PRIVATIZED HOUSING 
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Fiscal Year 

# of Projects 

Cost ($ Millions) 

$1.29 BILLION INVESTMENT IN CANNON AFB 



WHERE WE’RE GOING… 
ECONOMIC IMPACT 

MISSION 
GROWTH 

 

INCREASED 
PERSONNEL + = 

INCREASED 
ECONOMIC 

IMPACT 
 

$209 
Million 

…in 2008 

…in 2016 

$910 
Million 



WHAT WE’RE DOING… 
OUR MISSION 

ISR 

COMBAT MISSIONS 

5,828 48,963 = 5.5 
yrs  coverage 

COMBAT HOURS 

our UNBLINKING EYES on AMERICA’s WORST ENEMIES 
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yrs  coverage 

COMBAT HOURS 
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SPECIALIZED MOBILITY 

 HOURS 
FLOWN  

TONS MOVED POUNDS 
AIRDROPPED 

18,669 
1225 = ~245 

monster trucks 2.4M 

TAKING our JOINT TEAMMATES DIRECTLY to the  FIGHT 



WHAT WE’RE DOING… 
OUR MISSION 

ISR 

COMBAT MISSIONS 

5,828 48,963 = 5.5 
yrs  coverage 

COMBAT HOURS 

our UNBLINKING EYES on AMERICA’s WORST ENEMIES 

SPECIALIZED MOBILITY 

 HOURS 
FLOWN  

TONS MOVED POUNDS 
AIRDROPPED 

18,669 
1225 = ~1200 
head of cattle 2.4M 

TAKING our JOINT TEAMMATES DIRECTLY to the  FIGHT 

PRECISION STRIKE 

COMBAT  
HOURS  

ENEMIES 
ELIMINATED 

41,181 3,773 1,683 

COMBAT 
MISSIONS 

TAKING the FIGHT DIRECTLY to the ENEMY 



MELROSE AIR FORCE RANGE 
CURRENT 

• Impact Area 
• Small Arms Range 
• Helicopter Landing 

Zones 
• Fixed Wing Landing 

Zones 
• Drop Zones 
• MOUT Sites 
• Administrative Area 



TECH WE DEPEND ON 
Satellite Communications 
 
GPS 
 
Radio Frequency 
 
Terrestrial Networks 
 
Maintenance Systems 
 
Smart Weapons 
 
Specialized Pods 
 

Supply Chains 
 
Software Development 
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FLOWN  
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PRECISION STRIKE 

COMBAT  
HOURS  

ENEMIES 
ELIMINATED 

41,181 3,773 1,683 

COMBAT 
MISSIONS 

TAKING the FIGHT DIRECTLY to the ENEMY 

AGILE COMBAT SUPPORT 

SUPPORT 
PERSONNEL 

COUNTRIES OF 
OPERATION 

3,301 257 19 

PERSONNEL 
DEPLOYED 

SUPPORTING the FIGHT FORWARD and at HOME 



WHERE WE’RE DOING IT… 
12 MONTHS 

UNITED STATES of AMERICA 

CANADA 

ALASKA (USA) 

MEXICO 

COLOMBIA 

VENEZUELA 

BRAZIL 
PERU 

BOLIVIA 

HONDURAS 

NICARAGUA 

ECUADOR 

GUYANA 

SURINAME 
FRENCH 
GUIANA 

COSTA RICA 

PANAMA 

GUATEMALA 

CUBA 

PARAGUAY 

ARGENTINA 

URUGUAY 

CHILE 

GREENLAND 

ICELAND 

UNITED 
KINGDOM 

REPULIC OF 
IRELAND 

NORWAY 

SWEDEN 

FINLAND 

DENMARK 

ESTONIA 

LATVIA 

LITHUANIA 

POLAND 
BELARUS 

GERMANY 

CZECH 
REPUBLIC 

NETHERLANDS 

BELGIUM 

FRANCE 

SPAIN 

PO
R

TU
G

AL
 

SWITZ. 

AUSTRIA 

SLOVAKIA 

HUNGARY 

ROMANIA 

BULGARIA 

ITALY 

UKRAINE 

TURKEY GREECE 

SYRIA 

IRAQ 

SAUDI 
ARABIA 

YEMEN 

OMAN 
UAE 

EGYPT LIBYA 

ALGERIA 

MOROCCO TUNISIA 

WESTERN SAHARA 

MAURITANIA 
MALI 

NIGER CHAD 
SUDAN 

ETHIOPIA 

SOMALIA 
UGANDA 

SENEGAL 

GUINEA 

LIBERIA 

COTE 
D’IVOIRE 

BURKINA 

GHANA 

NIGERIA 

CAMEROON 

CENTRAL 
AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

GABON CONGO 
DEMOCRATIC 
REPUBLIC OF 

CONGO 

KENYA 

TANZANIA 

ANGOLA 

ZAMBIA 

NAMIBIA 

BOTSWANA 

ZIMBABWE 

REPUBLIC 
OF SOUTH 

AFRICA 

MADAGASCAR 

RUSSIAN FEDERATION 

KAZAKHSTAN 

GEORGIA 

IRAN 

UZBEKISTAN 

TURKMENISTAN 

AFGHANISTAN 

KYRGYZSTAN 

TAHKISTAN 

PAKISTAN 

INDIA 

CHINA 

NEPAL 

MYANMAR 

THAILAND 

SRI 
LANKA 

MONGOLIA 

NORTH 
KOREA 

SOUTH 
KOREA JAPAN 

TAIWAN 

CAMBODIA 

LAOS 

VIETNAM 

PHILIPPINES 

MALAYSIA 

INDONESIA 
PAPUA 

NEW GUINEA 

AUSTRALIA 

NEW 
ZEALAND 

15% of Personnel 
and 61% of 
Aircraft Deployed 
24/7 



DEPLOYABLE 
SYSTEMS 

Satellite Terminals 
 
Modular Networking 
 
Virtualized Servers 
 
Multiple Classifications 
 
Rapid Mobilization 
 



IN-GARRISON 
PHYSICAL 

25 Gbps Bandwidth 
 
Two $20M Data Centers  
 
127 Miles of Fiber/Copper 
 
Over 500 Network Devices 
 
Over 8,000 Computers 
 
11 Distinct Networks 



SPECIALTIES 
PERSONNEL 

Database Admins 
 Oracle, MySQL 
 
Network Admins 
 Cisco, HP, VoIP, 
 Wireless 
 
Server Admins 
 Microsoft, Unix, 
 VMWare 



SPECIALTIES 
PERSONNEL 

Desktop Admins 
 Windows, Office, 
 Skype 
 
Cybersecurity 
 Crypto Custodians, 
 Vulnerability Mgmt, 
 Firewalls, Network 
 Analysis, Info 
 Assurance 



EDU/VOCATIONAL 
SKILLSETS 

Educational Component 
 Networking, Computer 
 Internals, Operating 
 Systems, Database 
 Design, Programming 
 
Vocational Component 
 Commercial 
 Certifications (e.g., 
 Security+, MCSE, 
 CCNA) 



OPTIONS 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Federal Civil Servant 
 GS-7/9/11 
 Developmental 
 Positions 
 
Contractor 
  
Small Business 
 
Local Recruiting 
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