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New Mexico 
Eviction Prevention 
& Diversion

NMEPD

In NMEPD’s opinion: 

1. The number one affordable housing priority (in Albuquerque) should be a site/complex for 
unsheltered Native American New Mexicans with quality, culturally appropriate wrap-
around services, planned & built with Native American input & participation

2. The State of NM must invest in a permanent, specialized team to help tribes & Native 
Americans access federal funding & push through federal processes as quickly as possible 2



The Need
Native Americans suffer the worst socioeconomic ill rates (by race)

NMEPD: Largest racial group to access eviction prevention & rental 
assistance, behind only Whites

● McKinley County, with NM’s largest Native American 
population, has the state’s highest poverty rate (2021)

● Cibola & McKinley Counties have the state’s worst per 
capita personal income (2021)

● Suicide rate of 34.9 per 100K NM residents in 2021, 
compared to the state rate of 24.3

● Though only 11.2% of NM’s population in October 2022, 
accounted for 15% of HSD program recipients

● In October 2022, San Juan & McKinley Counties each had 
1.8% of their Medicaid/SNAP/Cash Assistance recipients 
experiencing homelessness, behind only Bernalillo County 
& 2 other counties

● Though only 4.6% of the population w/in the City of 
Albuquerque, account for 11% of the population served by 
Albuquerque Healthcare for the Homeless (2020) 3



NMEPD’s Informal System Assessment
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• State of NM entities are hesitant to wade into Native American housing matters

• It’s difficult. See HUD regs on slides 1 & 15.
• With 23 tribes, the federal government, the state government, local governments, 

trust land, allotted land, & fee simple land, it is akin to checkerboard jurisdiction
• There is desire to address the issue, but it is set aside at initial planning & 

implementation with the intent to return to the matter later because of the difficulty. 
Attention does not return to the matter.

• The tribes have insurmountable capacity & system infrastructure barriers, much larger 
than that our state & local governments face currently

• The State of NM has reached a consensus about involving itself in housing

• THAT MUST INCLUDE A STATE TEAM DEDICATED SOLELY TO ADDRESSING THE 
GAPS IN THE NATIVE AMERICAN HOUSING CHECKERBOARD 



What are some 
federally provided 
options?
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Native American 
Housing Assistance & 
Self-Determination Act 

of 1996 (NAHASDA)

National Best Practice

● Indian Housing Block Grant 
(IHBG)

● Indian Community 
Development Block Grant 
(ICDBG)

● Section 184 Home Loan 
Guarantee

● Title VI Leverage
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HUD Office of Native American 
Programs (ONAP)

San Felipe Pueblo

Following 5 slides created by 
Isaac Perez, Executive Director, San Felipe 

Housing Pueblo Housing Authority
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Rural Innovation Fund

(same as IHBG)

Rural Housing & Economic Development

Federal Highway Administration
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About Section 184 
Loans

Lenders
- Roughly only 30 lenders in NM (most, if not all, based out-of-state)
- USDA is one
- Lenders don’t earn as much interest as on a typical mortgage, so little

incentive to do Section 184 loans
- Section 184 loans do not have a minimum credit score requirement, 

but all lenders do

Mortgage & Mortgagees
- Requires 2.25% down payment
- Less than 1% of MFA administered loans (for HUD) are Section 184
- Limited to residential, single-family housing up to 4 units
- Limited to primary residence
- Foreclosures go to tribe
- Tribes, Indian Housing Authorities, & Tribally Designated Housing

Entities (TDHEs) can be mortgagee
- 20 NM tribes are approved for lending for homes on trust land

Loan Purpose
For fee simple, allotted, or trust land

- Purchase
- Construction
- Rehabilitation
- Refinance 12



Allotted Land – Residential Lease
● Requires approval of ALL owners

● BIA

Trust Land – Homesite Lease
● Water line

● Power line

● Historic preservation

● National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

● Biological Compliance (endangered species)

● Cultural Resource Compliance (archaeologist) 

● Survey

● Grazing

● Rights of Way

● Inheritance
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Building on 
Tribal Land



Building on Tribal Land: 
Practically & Practicably Almost Impossible 
without specialized, sustained, substantial administrative support
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Building on Tribal Land: 
Practically & Practicably Almost Impossible 
without specialized, sustained, substantial administrative support
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