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Discussion Topics
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• Ethylene Dibromide (EDB) Plume
– 2015 vs 2023
– Interim Measure (IM) Status

• Benzene Plume Stability
• Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

(RCRA) Corrective Action Process
• Conceptual Site Model
• Path forward to Corrective Measures 

Evaluation (CME)



EDB Plume – 2015 vs 2023
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Pump and treat interim measure has achieved an estimated 99.3% reduction in the interim measure
operational area of the dissolved EDB mass since 2015. While EDB was detected in Q4 2023, the
amount of mass was above zero but below the estimation criteria (less than 0.01 grams).

EDB Mass in 
Groundwater vs. 

Time

Status Update: EDB Interim 
Measure



RCRA Corrective Action 
Process
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*Image adapted from California Department of Toxic Substances Control 
(https://dtsc-topock.com/resource-conservation-and-recovery-act)

• Pace of cleanup is driven by the iterative corrective action (CA) process in KAFB’s 
RCRA permit 

• IMs are allowed under the permit when actions necessary to minimize or prevent 
the further migration of contaminants and limit actual or potential human and 
environmental exposure to contaminants before the CME and corrective measures 
implementation plan.

 All activities in the RCRA CA process inform the CME: IMs, pilot studies, RCRA 
Facility Investigation (RFI) I and II, and ongoing monitoring results



2023 Conceptual Site Model

• Make new CSM cartoon, highlighting no 
mobile LNAPL, EDB GW Plume IM 
effectiveness, and smear zone. 
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Path Forward to Corrective 
Measures Evaluation

• In project planning meeting, NMED has directed Air Force to re-
focus on getting the CME by concluding the investigation phase

• Air Force will draft a Phase II RCRA Facility Investigation (RFI) and an 
Update to the Risk Assessment (RA)
– Phase II RFI will focus on data collected since 2016 and data gap 

investigations. Report will be geared toward summarizing and 
concluding the investigation phase.

– Updated RA will include the same methods as the approved 2017 RA 
while utilizing the additional shallow soil vapor data to strengthen the 
soil gas human health RA 

• NMED provided input on key documents/reports to inform both 
Phase II RFI and Updated RA

• Moving to CME does not mean additional data will not be collected 
as data needs arise the Air Force will plan, program, and execute 
the necessary steps to address those needs
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Questions?

Point of Contact:
Ryan Wortman, Physical Scientist, - ryan.wortman.3@us.af.mil
Kirtland AFB Public Affairs, (505) 846-5991 - 377ABW.PA@us.af.mil

Additional information:
Online at https://www.kirtland.af.mil/Home/BFF/ and https://ar.afcec-cloud.af.mil/ or visit our New Information Station at the New Mexico 
Veterans Memorial at 1100 Louisiana Blvd SE, Albuquerque, NM

Upcoming 2024 Public Events:
– November 21, 2024, Public Meeting
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