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Ne w  Mexico  Office  o f the  Sta te  Aud ito r
• The  New Mexico Office  of the  State  Aud itor (OSA) is an 

independent agency that ensures pub lic funds are  used  
app rop riate ly by oversee ing  aud its of state  and  local 
governments.

• It conducts annual financial aud its, special investigations, 
expanded  special aud its, and  quality control reviews to enforce  
compliance  with laws and  p rofessional standards.

• The  OSA p romotes transparency by analyzing  and  pub lishing  
aud it reports, so the  pub lic stays informed .

• It has the  legal authority to  issue  subpoenas in ce rtain 
circumstances and  report fraud , waste , and  abuse .

• Overall, the  OSA acts as a watchdog  to p rotect taxpayers and  
build  trust in government.
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Ho w  d o e s OSA He lp  Sm all Lo ca l Pub lic Bo d ie s?

• Aud it and  com p liance  assistance :
The  OSA he lps acequias navigate  the ir financial reporting  requirements under the  Aud it Act by 
p rovid ing  guidance  on submitting  tie r ce rtifications, assistance  with agreed -upon p rocedures 
(AUPs), and  aud its, which many small acequias strugg le  to do on the ir own.

• Sm all Local Pub lic Bod y (sLPB) Assistance  Prog ram :
Through this p rogram, the  OSA offe rs ded icated  support, training , and  hands-on technical 
assistance  to small pub lic bod ies to he lp  them meet the ir aud it and  compliance  ob ligations.

• Ed ucation and  tra ining :
The  OSA conducts workshops and  p rovides resources specifically tailored  for small entities like  
acequias to improve  understand ing  of financial management, record -keep ing , and  reporting .

• Conne cting  to  ap p rove d  aud ito rs:
It he lps acequias secure  se rvices from Independent Pub lic Accountants (IPAs) familiar with 
acequia operations and  has coord inated  the  g roup ing  of smalle r acequias toge ther to reduce  
costs.

• Pro te cting  fund ing :
By he lp ing  sLPBs comple te  required  aud its or AUPs, the  OSA ensures they stay e lig ib le  for state  
or federal fund ing , which might otherwise  be  withhe ld  due  to noncompliance .
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How  the  Sm all Loca l Pub lic Bod y Assistance  Prog ram  He lp s Ace q uias

• Focuse d  com p liance  sup p ort:
He lps acequias comple te  required  aud its or ag reed -upon p roced ures (AUPs) so they 
can comply with the  Aud it Act and  maintain e lig ib ility for state  and  fed eral fund ing .

• Hand s-on te chnica l he lp :
Works d irectly with acequia officials to  organize  financial record s, p repare  tie r 
ce rtifications, and  respond  to  aud it find ings.

• Cost-saving  stra te g ie s:
Group  multip le  acequias toge the r und er shared  aud it contracts to  red uce  costs and  
simplify the  p rocess.

• Tailo re d  tra ining  and  e d ucation:
Provid es workshops and  one-on-one  guid ance  to  he lp  acequias und erstand  financial 
re sponsib ilitie s, record -keep ing , and  reporting  requirements.

• Pro te cting  ace q uia  infrastructure  and  fund ing :
By ensuring  compliance , the  p rogram safeguard s acequias’ access to  critical fund s 
for irrigation improvements, conse rvation p rojects, and  long-te rm sustainab ility.
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Hig hlig hts o f Dire ct Sup p o rt  fo r Ace q uias

• Withhe ld  Fund ing : Acequias with $1,388,046 in withhe ld  pub lic funds 
were  assisted  in achieving  compliance  with OSA.

• Dire ct Financia l Assistance : 35 acequias rece ived  targe ted  support to  
comple te  ag reed -upon p rocedures (AUPs) or tie r ce rtifications, he lp ing  
them meet statutory aud it requirements.

• Mod e rnize d  Syste m s: The  OSA revamped  its OSA Connect p latform, 
making  it easie r for acequias to  submit financial documents and  track 
compliance .

• Po licy & Ad vocacy: Through the  Small Local Pub lic Body Forum, a 
ded icated  work g roup  is deve lop ing  leg islative  p roposals aimed  at 
simp lifying  compliance  and  streng thening  long -te rm support for acequias.
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Thank You

Manue l Luna
sLPB Prog ram Coord inator
505-394-1600
Manue l.Luna@osa.nm.g ov 
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