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Methane emissions are standard 
operating procedure for O&G

The majority of methane emissions are not accidental 

leaks but planned releases. 
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The Oil Industry Must Obey the Laws of Physics
Pressure releases are required “to protect the equipment.”

Gay Lussac's Law - states that the pressure of a given amount of gas held at 

constant volume is directly proportional to the Kelvin temperature. As temperature 

increases, the gas pressure must be released. 
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The industry doesn’t have a 
methane problem, they have 

a physics problem. 

Physics: The Gas Law

The industry’s solution: 
Technology such as 

Vapor recovery systems!
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“We find vapor recovery systems 

failing 75-80% of the time.” 
~Tim Doty former TCEQ regulator
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Unattended flares 
are often unlit. 

Unattended equipment
often malfunctions.  
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Chevron Man O War
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BLOWDOWNS

Intentionally using our 
atmosphere as a dump. 
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Oil production requires pollution

In December 2023, researchers at The University of New Mexico 

published a study which linked industrial air pollution to the state's 

above-average rates of babies born with low birthweight.1

In March 2024, the journal GeoHealth published a paper found that oil and 

gas pollution exposure from the U.S. onshore oil and gas industry is 

estimated to cause 7,500 premature deaths and 410,000 asthma 

exacerbations annually.2

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jenvman.2023.119236
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Methane emissions have gotten worse since new regs
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New study shows exported LNG is worse than coal

“Overall, the greenhouse gas footprint for LNG as a fuel source is 

33% greater than for coal.”
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