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The Number of Data Centers in the U.S. 
is Exploding



Electricity Demand is Soaring,
Due to Data Center Boom

: 

https://www.utilitydive.com/news/data-centers-flexibility-utilities-speed-to-power/822588/

https://www.goldmansachs.com/insights/articles/us-data-center-power-demand-projected-to-

double-by-2027



Nationwide, Developers Are Building 
Dozens of New Gas-Fired Power Plants

Trump’s Vision for A.I. Dominance Comes with Major Air 

Pollution  (Aug. 5, 2026)

https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/05/climate/data-centers-

pollution-trump-ai-energy.html



Without Safeguards, New Fossil-Fuel 
Power Plants Will Doom Climate Goals

Project Jupiter would emit 
more than all existing NM 
power plants combined

YGI application 

uses short tons. 

Plant would emit 

9.2 MMT, bringing 

sector emissions to 

15.8 MMT—97% 

of 2005 levels

https://www.climateaction.nm.gov/cap/
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Fossil-Fuel Power Plants Release 
Other Dangerous Pollutants

Fossil power plants emit 
ozone-forming pollutants

Elevated ozone levels 
contribute to heart attacks, 
asthma attacks and 
respiratory illness



Ozone Pollution Harms Public Health

Each year in NM, ozone 
associated with ~259 
premature deaths



Data Centers Generate Waste Heat

Sailor (2026): Data centers near 
Phoenix increased ambient air 
temperatures by up to 2.2°C (4°F)

The data centers studied were SMALL (170 MW or 
less), did not have co-located power plants

Hyperscale facilities with co-located microgrids are 
likely to generate even greater heat impacts



Waste Heat Drives Ozone Formation

The relationship between temperature and 

summertime ozone is approximately linear

Chemical reactions proceed faster at higher 

temperatures

Project Jupiter expected to release as much 

heat every day as 6 atomic bombs; could 

increase ozone levels by ~3.4 parts per billion



Companies Can Build Large Data Centers 
with Renewables

Los Lunas / Meta:

• 885MW of solar and wind

• 100MW of battery storage

• 150MW of advanced 
geothermal
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Companies Can Build Large Data Centers 
with Renewables

Other examples:

• Eagle Mountain Meta Campus in Utah (over 800 MW)

• Switch Citadel in Nevada (650 MW)



With Long-Term Energy Storage, 
Intermittency is Not a Barrier

https://www.nmlegis.gov/handouts/WNR%20071326%20Item%202%20FE%20Battery%20Energy%20Storage%20Systems.pdf , cited with 

permission



Project Jupiter Can Meet ETA Targets with Solar

Project Jupiter is roughly 20 miles from BLM Afton Solar Energy Zone, 46.8 

square miles designated for solar development.  The SEZ sits along a major 

interstate transmission line (although upgrades may be needed for the 

massive energy consumption of the data center)



New Mexico’s Rich Geothermal Resources Provide 
100% Clean, Dispatchable Power





Their Urgency is Not Our Emergency

“An attorney representing Project 
Jupiter developer Yucca Growth 
Infrastructure … said her client would 
stand to lose $325 million per month, 
beginning in November” if fossil-fuel 
power plant not approved.

$325 million can buy a LOT of solar 
panels and batteries

https://sourcenm.com/2026/07/31/hearing-for-project-jupiter-data-

centers-air-quality-permit-application-rescheduled-to-september/



Ultra-short term profit 
considerations, NOT technical 
reliability or even long-term 
economics, are driving industry 
thinking

Locking in infrastructure that will 
pollute for decades, for a few extra 
quarters of corporate profit, is NOT 
a good deal for New Mexico

Their Urgency is Not Our Emergency



At the Same Time, We Have to Be Aware 
of What is Happening Next Door

• There is a tremendous amount of 
money floating around in this 
industry

• What can we do to direct that
money towards investment in next-
generation clean energy 
technology?



Guardrails are Needed

• Reaffirm commitment to clean energy, climate targets

• Provide comprehensive planning framework, including all 
relevant agencies to identify which energy solutions we want 
and where they are viable / appropriate

• Ensure that utility rates protect existing ratepayers from the 
extra costs incurred to serve and connect data centers

• Make sure benefits flow to New Mexicans, including 
addressing energy poverty in ribal and rural areas



Ensuring that New Mexico’s Clean Energy 
Laws Apply to Data Centers

The Energy Transition Act (ETA) 
requires utilities to achieve 100% 
zero-carbon power in New 
Mexico by 2045

Hyperscale data centers were 
unheard of in 2019, so ETA did 
not apply to self-sourced 
generation (“microgrids”)

• The Microgrid Oversight Act 
(SB235) would extend the ETA’s 
renewable energy standards to 
microgrids exceeding 20 MW

• Passed Senate but not brought to 
vote in House



Restoring NMED Permitting Authority

In 2013, the U.S. Supreme Court 
overturned Obama-era rule that 
required more stringent review 
before construction of large 
GHG sources

NMED could restore the rule, 
providing more oversight of 
data center emissions

20.2.74.7(AZ)(5) NMAC says: "beginning July 1, 2011 ... the 
pollutant GHGs shall also be subject to regulation: (a) at a 
new stationary source that will emit or have the potential to 
emit 100,000 tons per year CO2e“

All we need to do is strike subsection (AZ)(6), which says 
(AZ)(5) is unenforceable EPA rule is struck down in court



Other Impacts to Consider

• Water use
• Land and habitat
• Ratepayer impacts

For more information:
https://westernresourceadvocates.org/
publications/data-center-impacts-in-
the-west-policy-solutions-for-water-
and-energy-use
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Questions?


