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About Interwest Energy Alliance

 Interwest Energy Alliance is a non-profit trade association 
that brings the renewable energy industry together with the 
environmental advocacy community. 

 Our mission is to make the Intermountain West a leader in 
deployment of reliable, cost-effective, and diverse
renewable energy resources.

Interwest works in Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, 
New Mexico, Utah, and Wyoming





U.S. Wind Power Capacity by State



Wind Power Capacity Under Construction



Source: Navigant. “Economic Development Impacts of Wind Projects: Jobs and Economic 
Impacts Resulting from U.S. Wind Projects 2017-2020.” Prepared for AWEA. March 2017. 





Tax Policy

 New Mexico renewable energy production tax credit
 Expires December 2017
 $0.01/kWh for wind and biomass; $0.027/kWh (average) for solar; 

statewide cap to limit fiscal impact
 Efforts to extend during last several sessions were unsuccessful

 Other western state tax policies
 Colorado Enterprise Zone Tax Credit

 Refundable for renewables, with caps
 https://choosecolorado.com/doing-business/incentives-financing/ez/

 Kansas 10-year property tax exemption 
 http://programs.dsireusa.org/system/program/detail/75

 Nevada Renewable Energy Tax Abatement
 Up to 55% property tax abatement for 20 years
 http://energy.nv.gov/Programs/Renewable_Energy_Tax_Abatements/



Policies & Opportunities

 Green tariff or other direct renewable energy 
procurement option

 E.g., Facebook solar deal

 Non-utility purchasers were 39% of the market in 2016

 Regional energy imbalance market (EIM)

 Step 1: Utility conducts cost-benefit study

 Members include PacifiCorp, APS, NV Energy

 Coal unit retirements & replacement power 

 Nevada SB 123 (2015) proactive legislation

 Colorado Clean Air Clean Jobs

 NM San Juan Generating Station (no legislation at this point)



Credit: Rocky 
Mountain Institute
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