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Objectives
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 Understand how to read the General Appropriation Act

 Understand the connection between the GAA and the budget high level

 Understand the impacts of legislative appropriations on individual school district and charter school 
funding



Reading the 2023 GAA
 The LESC Post-Session Memo contains an 

abbreviated guide to reading the General 
Appropriations Act.

 It contains links to specific sections of the bill.
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Section 4: Subsection I, Other Education
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This section begins on page 132 and includes the Public Education Department’s operational budget, as 
well as appropriations to Regional Education Cooperatives and special appropriations to the department.



Section 4: Subsection K, Public School Support
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This section contains the state equalization guarantee, which flows directly to school 
districts and charter schools. It also includes categorical appropriations.
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Section 4: Subsection K, Public School Support



Section 4: Subsection K, 
Public School Support
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Performance Measures in the GAA
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 The GAA also contains performance 
measures submitted by the PED to 
Department of Finance and 
Administration and to the Legislative 
Finance Committee(LFC).

 These measures are used by LFC in 
its quarterly agency report cards.



Pop Quiz (pgs. 180-182)

9

 Q. How much did the Legislature appropriate to raise the responsibility factors for principals?

 A. $7,962,400, pg. 181, line 5

 Q. How much did the Legislature appropriate to increase the employer share of insurance premiums?

 A. $31,979,500, pg. 181, line 13

 Q. Language on page 182 states “the state equalization guarantee distribution includes eight million 
dollars ($8,000,000) for school districts and charter schools to provide evidence-based structured 
literacy interventions and develop literacy collaborative models that lead to improved reading and 
writing achievement of students in kindergarten through fifth grade.” Why is that $8 million not 
explicitly reflected on the high level spreadsheet.

 A. That appropriation was made in a previous year and is built into the program cost.



Section 5: Special Appropriations
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 Special appropriations, often 
referred to as “below the line,” are 
nonrecurring and can come from 
various sources.

 These appropriations go directly to 
PED and are awarded to school 
districts and charter schools based 
on statutory requirements (Family 
Income Index) or based on 
applications (community schools).



Section 5: Special Appropriations
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Other Education Appropriations
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 The GAA often includes appropriations for education in other areas, such as funding for universal free meals for 
schools going to the Department of Finance Administration (Section 4), school bus replacement (Section 6), and 
technology (Section 7).



Connections to Funding 
Formula
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 The state’s funding formula 
distributes the SEG using student 
characteristics to award funds to 
school districts and charter schools.

 The formula does not generate 
funds; it merely distributes legislative 
appropriations.

 The formula weights certain student 
characteristics, but does not require 
school districts and charter schools 
to spend SEG on particular uses.



Impact on School Districts

TOTAL MEM
Special Ed 

Units

22-8-23.12
Total Bilingual 
Program Units

22-8-23.3
At-Risk Units BASE Program Units TOTAL FINAL PROGRAM COST Per Mem Program Cost

ARTESIA 3627.5 548.45 51 453.438 6639.98 $                                                      36,669,289.55 $                                    10,109.00 

BELEN 3522.25 704.1 29.665 665.705 6843.55 $                                                      40,633,888.09 $                                    10,730.00 

BERNALILLO 2687.25 465.05 149.165 631.504 5868.284 $                                                      34,609,235.13 $                                    12,060.00 

ESPANOLA 2906.25 486.85 178.46 726.563 6107.95 $                                                      33,731,153.88 $                                    11,606.00 

LOS ALAMOS 3571 840.65 0 132.127 6676.488 $                                                      36,870,904.98 $                                    10,325.00 

RIO RANCHO 16779.25 4128.35 122.5 1711.484 32042.6 $                                                    190,395,753.89 $                                    10,546.00 
Source: PED
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Questions?
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