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Timber Grading Act Overview
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• Created an in-state structural timber grading system and certificate program within 
the Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department, Forestry Division to 
provide training for sawmill owners and their employees to grade and label 
structural timber. 

• Allows the program to be provided by the Forestry Division or a public post-
secondary educational institution. 

• Directs the Forestry Division to promulgate rules for the awarding of certificates, 
training components of the program, qualifications of program instructors, and 
grounds and processes for the suspension and revocation of certificates. 

• Allows the Forestry Division to charge a fee (not to exceed $250) for the issuance of 
a certificate.

• Allows the certified timber grader to label structural timber processed at the sawmill 
they own or are employed by. 

• Allows the label may be in lieu of a grade stamp for use residential and commercial 
buildings.



Timber Grading Act Implementation
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• Timber Grading Handbook in development by Forestry Division 
and partners with federal grant support

• Review of other state handbooks (AK, NH, WI, TN)
• Workshop for peer-review to finalize handbook content 
• State rulemaking to establish certification program will start after 

the handbook is completed
• First training events May – Oct 2026 with current USDA grant 

funding
• Application in 2026 for Wood Innovation Grant if the federal 

program still exists
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