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Recap
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The Attendance 
for Success Act Defines 

chronic 
absenteeism

Creates a 
tiered 

approach

Requires 
attendance  

improvement 
plans

Requires 
actions from 

schools, 
districts, and 

PED

Enacted in 2019 (replaced the 
Compulsory School Attendance law).

Established a data-driven, tiered 
framework to support students.

Delineates specific responsibilities 
for schools, local education agencies, 
and PED to create a comprehensive 
framework of shared responsibility. 
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Policy Pillars of Attendance for Success Act



Chronic absenteeism is 
pervasive statewide 
but impacts some 
student groups more, 
particularly those 
named in the Martinez-
Yazzie lawsuit.
• Nearly 40 percent statewide 

in the 2022-2023 school 
year.

• Higher rates for… 
• Students experiencing housing 

insecurity (60.8 percent) 
• Native American students (48.3 

percent)
• Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander 

students (45.7 percent)
• Students with disabilities (44.2 

percent)
• English learners (43.1 percent), 
• Economically disadvantaged 

students (42.5 percent).
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November 
2023: Report 
Recap
• Statutory review of the 

Attendance for Success Act 
(AFSA) compared with current 
research and evidence-based 
practices. 

• Data review of statewide 
attendance plans and analysis of 
strategies being used in practice, 
and compared with the AFSA.

• Site visits statewide to produce 
case studies examining 
attendance practices in select 
school districts and charter 
schools. 
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Analysis of 
Tier 1 
Whole-School 
Prevention
Strategies
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Analysis of 
Tier 2 
Individualized 
Prevention
Strategies
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Analysis of 
Tier 3 
Early Intervention
Strategies
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Analysis of 
Tier 4 
Intensive Support
Strategies



Key Findings
New Mexico’s attendance law 
is generally strong and follows 
national recommendations. 

What may be missing, however, 
is a more cohesive data 
strategy and high impact 
interventions to increase 
connections to school and 
adequately and appropriately 
address root causes. 
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Outline

11

1. Attendance Report Recap

2. Classroom-Level 
Impacts of Chronic 
Absenteeism



In an average
low-poverty
classroom with 
20 students…
• About 14 students (70 

percent) are proficient in 
reading

• About 3 students (16 
percent) are chronically 
absent

• 2 of those chronically 
absent students are 
proficient in reading
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In an average
low-poverty
classroom with 
20 students…
• About 11 students (56 

percent) are proficient in 
math

• About 3 students (16 
percent) are chronically 
absent

• 1 of those chronically 
absent students are 
proficient in math
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In an average
high-poverty
classroom with 
20 students…
• About 5 students (23 

percent) are proficient in 
reading

• About 8 students (39 
percent) are chronically 
absent

• Only 1 of those chronically 
absent students are 
proficient in reading
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In an average
high-poverty
classroom with 
20 students…
• About 3 students (16 

percent) are proficient in 
math

• About 8 students (39 
percent) are chronically 
absent

• Only 1 of those chronically 
absent students are 
proficient in math
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• There are compounding 
relationships between student 
poverty, chronic absenteeism, 
and academic achievement.

• Increasing levels of poverty 
decrease student achievement.

• Increasing levels of 
absenteeism also decrease 
achievement.

• Poverty has a stronger effect on 
student achievement than 
absenteeism.

• At the extremes, high poverty 
and high absenteeism result in 
the lowest proficiency rates in 
the state.
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Low
<41%

Low
<24%

Mid
25%-35%

High
>36%
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High
>56%
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Percent of Students Economically Disadvantaged

High Absenteeism/Mid Poverty 
Classrooms (N = 186)

33%
ELA Math

21%
Mid Absenteeism/Low Poverty 

Classrooms (N = 177)

51%
ELA Math

36%

Mid Absenteeism/Mid Poverty 
Classrooms (N = 129)

35%
ELA Math

22%

Mid Absenteeism/High Poverty 
Classrooms (N = 221)

31%
ELA Math

22%
Low Absenteeism/Mid Poverty 

Classrooms (N = 164)

37%
ELA Math

27%

Low Absenteeism/High Poverty 
Classrooms (N = 226)

29%
ELA Math

21%

High Absenteeism/High Poverty 
Classrooms (N = 451)

25%
ELA Math

15%

Low Absenteeism/Low Poverty 
Classrooms (N = 463)

61%
ELA Math

47%

High Absenteeism/Low Poverty 
Classrooms (N = 118)

46%
ELA Math

29%



Thank you!

Jessica Hathaway  |  Jessica.Hathaway@nmlegis.gov

Tim Bedeaux  |  Tim.Bedeaux@nmlegis.gov

Q & A
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