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Witness: Jessica K. Hathaway, Senior Policy Analyst II, LESC; Phyllis Jordan, 
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Hearing Brief 

School Attendance: Landscape Review 
 

School Attendance: Why It Matters and Where New 
Mexico Stands 

The Impact of Chronic Absence 

Key Takeaways 
 

School attendance and 

chronic absence affect 

nearly every student 

outcome, largely harming 

students. 
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Chronic absenteeism is 

defined as missing 10 

percent or more of school. 
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New Mexico’s chronic 

absenteeism rate was 40 

percent for the 2021-2022 

school year. Initial LESC 

analysis shows a chronic 

absenteeism rate of 35 

percent for the 2022-2023 

school year. 
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The Attendance for 

Success Act, passed in 

2019, follows many 

national best practices and 

recommendations. 
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https://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Attendance-Works-Data-Matters_010919.pdf
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What It Means 

https://www.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Attendance-Works-Data-Matters_010919.pdf
https://f.hubspotusercontent40.net/hubfs/4875399/Case%20Studies%20and%20Briefs/000037_Research_The%20Power%20of%20Being%20Present_R3.pdf
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Pandemic Impacts 

https://www.future-ed.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/REPORT_Present_Danger_Final.pdf
https://www.everydaylabs.com/the-power-of-a-student-being-present
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Attendance for Success Act 

Overview and History 

 

 

 

 

 

Levels of Chronic Absence  

 

 

 

 

 

How is Absence Defined? 
 
The Attendance for Success Act defines a number of 
crucial terms to describe attendance: 
 
Absent means “not in attendance for a class or school 
day for any reason, whether excused or not; provided that 
"absent" does not apply to participation in interscholastic 
extracurricular activities.”  
 
Chronically absent or chronic absenteeism means “that 
a student has been absent for ten percent or more of 
classes or school days for any reason, whether excused 
or not, when enrolled for more than ten days.”  
 
Excessively absent or excessive absenteeism means “a 
student who is identified as needing intensive support 
and has not responded to intervention efforts 
implemented by the public school.” 
 

New Mexico state law defines 

chronic absenteeism as missing 

10 percent or more of school days 

each academic year. This 

definition is consistent with 

national recommendations about 

how to define chronic absence. 
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Attendance for Success Act 

Interventions 

 

 

Attendance for Success Act 

Reporting Requirements 


