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Date: July 25, 2024 

Prepared By: Hicks 

Witness: Conor L. Hicks, Policy Analyst I, LESC; Heather Sherman, Executive 

Director, STEMx; Shafiq Chaudhary, Director, Math and Science Bureau, PED; 

Wanda Bulger Tamez, Ph.D., Director, STEM Outreach Center, NMSU; Monica 

Sandoval-Johnson, Ph.D., CEO, Boomerang New Mexico 

 

Hearing Brief 

A STEM Innovation Network for New Mexico 
 

Why does New Mexico need a STEM network? 
 

Key Takeaways 

 

 
 

 

 

https://www.bls.gov/emp/tables/stem-employment.htm
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/math-science/nm-stem-ready-math/
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/math-science/nm-stem-ready-science/nm-stem-ready-science-standards/
https://newmexicostem.org/
https://www.nmvistas.org/New_Mexico
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A Design for a STEM network for New Mexico 
 
Structure 

 

https://www.nmvistas.org/New_Mexico
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/NM
https://www.dws.state.nm.us/Portals/0/DM/LMI/NM_DataFocus_STEM_Occupations.pdf
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https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/bureaus/math-science/msac-math-and-science-advisory-council/#tab-5bcc0ef678ba226bf07
https://webnew.ped.state.nm.us/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/New-Mexico-Math-Framework-FINAL.updated-01-2022.pdf
https://nmonesource.com/nmos/nmsl/en/item/15084/index.do#c60s1
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Role of Central and Regional Hubs 
 
Central Hub 

 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

https://www.tnstemdesignation.org/wp-content/uploads/TN-STEM_STEAM-School-Designation-Rubric_2023.pdf
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Regional Hubs 

 

 
Cost of a STEM network 
 

PED is convening 

stakeholders to develop 

a statewide vision for 

science education. Once 

created, the STEM 

network could serve as 

an implementation arm 

for this vision. 
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Policy Recommendations 
 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Category FY  2026 FY  2027 FY  2028 TOTAL

Staffing (*5-7 FTEs, Exec Director) $500,000 $725,000 $750,000 $1,975,000 

Data gathering and program evaluation $50,000 $55,000 $65,000 $170,000 

Support for professional learning $152,000 $162,000 $197,000 $511,000 

Development & Imlementation of STEM Framework & Designation Process $50,000 $50,000 $50,000 $150,000 

Staff Development & Conference Fees $18,000 $18,000 $18,000 $54,000 

Organizing and hosting annual STEM Summit $100,000 $100,000 $100,000 $300,000 

Office Space (or overhead cost for existing entities) $80,000 $80,000 $80,000 $240,000 

Operational Funds (utilities, IT, software, licensing, office supplies, 

communications) $50,000 $50,000 $50,000 $150,000 

Travel (In-state & National) $30,000 $35,000 $40,000 $105,000 

Support for regional STEM efforts (6-8 hubs) (Local in school/out of 

school/career programming aligned to STEM Framework and regional needs) $220,000 $300,000 $475,000 $995,000 

Regional Hub Staffing (6 - 8 hubs) $250,000 $425,000 $675,000 $1,350,000 

TOTAL $1,500,000 $2,000,000 $2,500,000 $6,000,000 

Regi onal  Hubs

Source: STEM  Network Coalition

Draft Budget

STEM Innovation Network  for New Mex ico 

Centra l  Hub


